


-y

vl



n Iann Stoad dMisses Eams Peal

‘AN EYE GN THE WORLT OF POPULAR CULTURE™

)
ITOR: . T £0.EDIOR:
- RG SCHULTZ - NUMERC ' GARY CROWOUS
A eoke ' © 37 WEST 11TM 1.
R o : NEW YORK, NEW YORY (1001}

DETROIT, MICH. [48232)
PHONE: (313) Tw 1-3378

" Ta-Ra ~Ra--'BooM—-_D@'*f3ty ’

'Fhat nerscpaileopinionsine and ptherzine with guite a mmmber of opinisns
on quits 2 mubar of subjects. Partionlarly 2boul tost most wotchanle of

N omym A i
o 1"'1._. Al L-IVC 5

Telly nrozrams and its most eleg nbt sersonalitics, of RS o
Tuteiok MaoNes and
Diana Rigg”

CONTENTS 3
Tacking « ¢ e a the editorial wherein are ramblingss « e« « o s« + DEe 3
Tagsels And Other Gadgets, . by David Sylvester. . from EICOUNIER. o o PZe 8
FIIMS on TV, o by Jack Edmund Nolan, o ofrom FIIMS IN REVIIWe o o D2 1b
Comedy Of ExTorss s s« e & o by Yo Ed, Richard Schulbtze o+ o o« « DEe 18
Will Success Spoil Mrs. Bima Peel?. « o o by Gary Crowdus. o« o o o pge 2h

Dead Man's Treasure. .an edited rendition of the Michael Winder TV script, .pg.28
~transcribed from tane by Dennis 0, Kawicki-

Addendum & Corrections To-Two Seasons And A Half, . by Currie s Crowdus and
Re Scrﬂlltz. s @ @ .Pga39

News & NO'bES‘ . . I a . . » » . .compiled by Ye E4. - . s o FEe hg
PEe 65

Here Thare Beo ThygerSe o « o o oboing the lettercolumn, o o o « DZe O7

Reflections On A World Without Emma Peel, o by Michael Bobson, o .

Other Creditss Arte George Foster = pages'52, 5h,-57,°60, 68, 70, 75 & %
Kathy Bushmanepages 3, lﬂ, 39, 65, 67
Thotoszall credits to ABC-IV  Derek Carter -~ 8
and ABI, Ltd, Ray Isenborge pages 7 & 80
Front Corer:pubticity still Mike Symes = L9
Pg. 2li~ssens from THE FEAR R, Schultz-18
MERCHANTS Gene Xleinepages 53 & 79
bacevers FROM VENUS WITH LOVB Richard Rubenfeldel
Tassels And Other Gadgetsy .copyright 1967, ENCOUNTER magazine.//ﬂ’ilms On TV
copyright FPIIMS IN REVIEW, 1966. A1l other material Copyright 1968 EN GARDE
maganine, first printing rights only, all rights revert to authors,

EN GARDE comes to you froms Richard Schultz, 19159 Helen, Detroit, Mich.(li8234}
Gary Crowdus, 27 W, 1lth, St., NYC, NY (10011)



ol
t’@bﬁbﬁa i bﬂA Mapzs

EI S B ‘.mm‘f g
Vi owd Waf’&ﬁrm-mw s mumr o
e ‘,s w;u oefl sradlisusl

i Bt wlthnan Theyer, ,mi’

I Bl 351 ,"Iﬁé bos
; '_"'HNF *c&"ibl.l.dfm“m*“s a 3 m-{t_‘;
el mq ERT oY et =l 8
) ) ; ”'_‘|I "I,\—_M~

HPIN EUE\‘[V IORL ercroond
m{d‘“ &Jb LJ'\.\A".' ]

e



A R Gl i o e
OfF SOVt s



(L)

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU OUT THERE IN
ALPHAVTLIE,

As you can see, EN'GARDE conw
times to grow and grow, not unliks
a sancerous tumour of the mind,.

In order to keep thizs bloated
thing somewhere near halfwdescent
size, this editorial will be cut %o
a mirdmm.

As usual Policy remains as how
fore, EN GARDE is a natter amd
opinion 2and eommentzine, remaining
duly infatuated with Diana Rigg,
Patrick MacNee and others of THE
AVENGERS, that most elegant mrograme
The Final Programme?

The list priece of #6 will be
pogeed at least ab $1.25, If cover
mrice is raised, subseriptions at
the old rate will (ef eourse) he
honoured, Page ecourtt will be in
the neighbeurhood of 1h5, material
will range (if everything comes in
as per schedule) from a 20=page
report on THE PRISONER from a Canm
adian, Mr, Currie, who saw them all.
As 1s obvious 17 shows will not be
seen here in the states, AlSo on
the way is a 45,800 (apx.) Novel on
the only pair of Secret Agents we

galy do recognlze as The Avengerss

eompanion tothis issuets DEAD
MAN'S TREASURE, but much more come
pletes Mr, Kawicki has promised to
perform a word by word, and blow by
blow rendition of "FCRGET-ME=KN(TY
for #6e Accompanying the text will
be five photos=pages of pix off of
the telly, as per this issue'’s rene
dition of DEAD MANIS TREASURE,

As well, alas, as the usual
mekeshifts and Editerial and News &
Notes and that cancdrwus lettercol...
About the Novelase.s It 13- really 2
Joy and 2 beauty to behold, a delight
to the mind, a paean of praise far
the senses, Tils pretty geod,

More then that T shan't say,
eother than that every Star Trekkie
around will absolutely have to have
that issue, T i '

Also there will be Art, roster,
Miller, and maybe people Iike Doug
Lovenstein, Aljcia Austin, Derek
Carter and Bthears,

Howaver, it will not be ready
in time for-the BayCon, Alase The
Editor will, however, be there and
taking subs for # amd generally
smreadir , good cheer amongst the
gladsane ensembles I'11 be sseing

yale



Tt will still be The Amnish, howe
ever, It will be coming out at the bege
irning of October (Breathes There Hardly
A Man Today Who Can Remember RIGGER
DIGGER ONE), I wonder whad ever happm
enad to the old custam of Annishis?
Maybe it was not a Darwinian Survival
Characteristis, The onet!s who pubbed
large Annishts d4id not long survive the
issvance of thelr child,

Believe me, the materlal Just keeps
pouring ineees Which brings me te
another point,
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PICTTON Of late there has been a gmall
but steady stream of fietion

wending its torturous way to Festung
Schultzhaus, This mag was never inite
1a1ly conceived of as a vehicle feor bad
fiction, or fiction of any kind, just
becanse it havpens to deal with The
Avengerse Good resolutions, like Panzer
divisions on the Russian Front, are
quickly eaten awvayessss

EN GARDE was supposed to be merely
a few thin inwdepth treatments of Diam
Rigg, Patrick MagNee and THE AVENGERSs
It has not only developed roots 1n vare
ious other spectra of the entertainment
world, it has developed the mmndvarious
appeptite of a Frankenstein,

And this fiction keeps arrivingeses
And somg of it is quite good,

Apart from The-Novel, and chanks of
2 number of stories, most of it however
suffers from a few deficiencies, This
is neither a slur on THE AVENGERS and
the material possible from such a restre-
icted formula, nor on the calibexr of the
enthusiastic if untralned authoars theme
selves, It 1s 2 simple statement of
life, As most any professional writer
will tell you, building a good readable
(and saleable) story requires a let of
backebreaking background worke, Daymin
and day~out writing and re~writing, until
the day comes when you receive ISHL for
that brainechild of yours, The typical
EN GARDE fart lacks that background, une
fortumtely, though not 21l.

Discipline, maturally, is what most
of these stories lack, "Order, compréhw
ensive plot, contimuity, credibility,
character development, ebc, -

Ideas, strangely enough, are the
least of my worries, Ideas there are
awplentys, Treatment is oftetimes cruds,

alas. Arnd character comtimity is very

. often unsound,

We have here two insdepth person=
alities already created for us, Mrs,
Peel and John Stesds The perfect gente
leman and the perfect woman (4f not necCe
essarily the perfect lady)s To poss the
EN CARDE test, these two must either
stay in the characters created for them
in the telly shew, or reason must be
gilven for observabls deviation,

‘Or Tara and John, or Cathy and
John, if you care to tr¥esee

This is the really essential point,
To write otherwise would to violate the
premises of The Avengers characters we’
have all come to know and love so well,
I mean, after all, can you imagine John
Steedeseat 1aast in public...giving Mrs,
Peel a more than casual pat on the rump?

Which brings us to anobher point
sbout much of the i‘:.ct:.on° It tends
towards the erotic,

Nething wrong in 'bhat, by itself,
No prudery inrolved, Both Siteed and
Mrs, Peel are fully functionirg adult
mature pecplee And Dlana Rigg has cere
tainly created one of the most impudente
1y provecative females ever, Certainly,

Bub when writing, remember that the
characters must stay in character, the
gtories the main thing, and all that,

In fact, if I'm still-sitting on a
tidbit of fiction of yours, you can very
nearly rest asswrred that there is at
least samebhing in the story that I very
ruch IIked, When time permits, most of
these will be going back with suggeste
lons to the author for alteration, chare
acter or dialogue re~handling, stc.

As mentioned above, however, some
it has been somewhat erotic, One hwre
iedly returned gem must have singed the
mails both ways,

Tt has made entertaining reading,
howgver,

Working on that principle, I'm ab
present contemplating large amounts of
sheer ficticn in future issues, or an
all=fiction issue, At worst, I'm sure
many of you will have had a ball writing
and working out youwr own AVENDERS welte
pikture. At best, it might be pubbeds

Hopefully this fiction will be
neither an insult to the mind of the
reader nor to the kooky kinky charactats
we herdecore types admire so welle And
1f ABC objectsy I'11 very happy to boots
1leg your materials

I111l Be Seeing You.

(5)
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DOH'T BOTHER Sending’any scripts to
England, by the way, The
seripting for The Avengers is wrapped up
very, very tight by the Guild or whate
ever of Seripters, No nonwBritish meed
applye. Considering the difficulty most
Yanks have in visualizing a redlly Brite
ish yarn, and the quality of the mabere
12l we har mweducing over here, perhaps
it 1s not a completely wmixed disaster,

18S, VIRGTNIA, THERE IS A R, SCHUITZ

Despite whatever you may think, T
do exist, I just don't answer every
Tissive and those that I should answer
don't always get the necessary priority -
aml even then answers are hellishly slow,

Do any of you have arny conception of
the sart of mail T get for EN GARDE? The
perishing thing has a circulation of 600
aNQees s LTOWINEes s Lvery day there hoves
into the box at least ore to two fanzines
and from one to six lesblers,

Not only that, but Yho Hble & Obt
arvt To Cond has to go oub thers and make
a livings Ghod lmows EN GARDE doesn'b
pay for itSElf. 1

Therels envelopes, postage to mail
them out (the USPOP 1s very bad on credit
cards), paper, ink, evem an occasional
ink pad, sbaples, thé new stapler I did
finally buy recently, stencils, ecorflu,
sbencil cement, electrowstencils for the
lovely art Iim finally beginning to get,
photo=pages and photomcovers, absolutely
necessary contributoreconnected postage,
T mean, the Internal Revenue Department
just loves to read my 1h0l Long For'MSeaes

But I really do each day get up
gaying that I will answer quickly all
the mail sitting around, I really dos
Honest, But it keeps coming in and the
flesh is woak,

Circumstances Just do not permit
response to every letter nor necessarily
for a quick responses ("My Ghod, don't
any of you Oub There oun a tripewvriter?
My eyes are going under this handwriting
that keeps arrivingi")

Tack of response does not mean dise
interest or dislike., Just lack of time
and indtiative and energy and maybe the
bad luck of getting lost in one of the
every growing letter piles, (If my fire
Insurance man was to come up hereess) .

=

ENVOY] THE NEW IMPROVED MIND=SCRUB]

0l1d hardeline fans might resall
that this was orce the title of 2 duow
edited and published fangine that Ken
Cheslin and Schultz, Fsq., once put eub
for QMPA (the Offeirail Magagzing Pube
lishers Association}, Them were, I
suppose, The Gocd 0l3 Days,

But the EWOY that lurks abouft at
this moment is an entirely different pot
of tea altopgether,

This ones warps minds better than
an Asimcvian hyper=Crivees Tt should
quite definitely Blew The Mind of any
one of you out there who considers him
or herself a hardecore D. Rigg fan.

Tmegine if you willeess ‘

A color cover, bedsheet size mag,
featuring the evcecative Diana with red
English tea rose, Five interior pages
in full bloomin® ecolcur, three more in
erystaleclear blackandwhite, An artice
le by Lork Birkett, mn his and Peter
Hall's L£ilming of " A MIBSUMMER NIGHT 1S
DREAM with the Royal Shakespeare Comp-
any in the wilds of Warwizkshire, All
photography by Bob Rabinson who is one
of the fab photograshers (mostly fashe
ton) of this generation, Shots include
Michael Dyston as Demetrius, Helen
Mirren as Hermia, David Warner as ILysande
ery Ian Holm as Puckesscand Judi Dench,
the ircomparable Judi Herself as Queen
Titania and I'm walting for the day for
some nit to Discover her, Ch, she is
really goods

Oh, Im telling you, it will really
blow your mind,

Write for the May 1958 issue of
ENVOY, price 5 shillings or $1,00, The
English write to: lLogan Gourlay-Publice
ations, Itde, 17, Curzon Street,
London W,1. Yanis write to: Bastern
News Distributors Inc,, 15 West 15th
S‘bree‘b, N.Y.C., N.Y., .10011‘

If livirg in-a large wellwbooked
metrapolitan area, try the more campleom
tely stocked magazine~paperback-hcok
outfitsy ask for EWOY, a British mag
on the Arts and Entertainment, bedsheet
size (same as Ladies Home Comp, etCe)s

If you don!t get yourself a copy
very sooh youlre going to regret it
when you see gomeone elsels copye

If"A NIDSUMMER NIGHT 'S DREAM" comes
to the reserved seat movie houses by
Christnas, I really will believe in
Santa Claus, That creaking gound you
hear is ny over=stuffed and badlywcomnpe
artmentized mind beﬂdiﬂgotoo



Te a nmumber of
stalwerts oub
there, the followlng will be quilte tragle
newsy, The Diana Rigg poster in the reffe
1s is gone,

My comeditor drew #20 over the Lth
of July weekwend, thereby cutting the
threads of how for many others, The
lucky chap who won (and Gary didn!t kmow
who was holding #20 until he phoned ms
that day) was Hank Davis of Kentucky.
The unfortunate losers weres Fopss/7ivdd
§é¥d Robert Firebaugh, Bill Brown, Don

Miller, Mikk Lalor, Bcb McNish, Norm
Grenzke, and John Mansfield,
Sorry about that, chief,

CURSES} FOILED AGAIN}

CASTLE OF FRANKENSTEIN A few people have
griped about not

receiving their copies of CoF #12, the’
one with the twb~pager on The Alengers,
CoF-1s a shogmstring ocutfit, unfertunate
ely, financed by the distributer, almost
all work done by the Editor and his
mother, He is notoriocus for beig slow
to mail back=issueg and for oft-iimes
not having any of the other backeissues
he advertises in the mag, He is notorem
louws for a lot of other things, and if
you want any sort of reply, I should have
warned you not to mention my name, As he
might still Remember My Name,

‘We exchanged pleasantriss
orcw, yo might say,

THEY'RE OUT Movie
Star News
1s very definitely out
of the posters mention-
ed in #li4 No more
"Dianna Rigest (sic)
posters there at any
pz‘i(:e. Howevereesos
T st111 have for sale
copies of two types of
very, very larga
posters, 3% by’
5 feet, 2000 sa,
inches and all that,
One features D.R. in
an EmmaPeelsr, the one
pictured on the cover
of "THE FLOAT ING GAMEM

Webley 32 revolver on us, Remember
the fronbis sequence where she appears
from behind a Regency ehalr and poinks
a revolver at us? "Thatls the scens,
The price, however, ramains an astounde
ing $12 pers Too High, admittedly,
brb still the best game 1n towm,

Also still awailabls ars the Corgl
BAVENGERSt Gift Setb #LLO, a set of toy
ears, The two Carsgeeewith two Ffipgurem
ines,seare naburally a red '27 Bentley
convertible lif Litre le Mans with John
Steed Driving. And a white {rather
than powdersblue) Lotus Elan 5/2 with a
Emaw~Pagl=ish figurine in white saila
suit and beatle cap standing alongside.
And three 1ittle black, malacca handled
furled umbrellasseoopsd Brollyts,

New Addition to the group, Sety
of photos off the telly, 10 to a set,
$2.00 to the seb, eight shows covered,
RETURN OF THE CYBERMNAUTS (camera mal-
funetion reduced me to Just the first
half &f the show)s two sets, YOU HAVE
JUST HEEN MURDERED, DEATH'S DCOR,3 sets
apiece, THE #50,000 BREAKFAST, BYGARR
IN TIME, four sets, DEAD MAN'S TREASe
IRE and FORGET=ME=KNOT bwo setd apiece,
Could make it fowr easy fer FeM«K, bub
am using most of the best for the forth
coming photo pages. $9,00 for five

gets or 10F off on over $10,
I'11 Re Seecing You,

pocketbook by Garforth
and Berkely pocket-
book pubbers, She is
holding brolly and
bowler and giving us
that ol! sexy smile,
The other is a real
poartrait shot of her
holding a gold-platedca)




T got to the viewing theatre just
after the show started, and I'd for-
golten whal was guppoced to be one
Dazne Marbin was taking a bath with a
girt called Lavely Kravezity, IL was
one of the spy spoots, and he was being
Matt Helm in an off-hand elder=statesw
manshipish gort-of woyes The action was
fast and clever, the eolour bright and
elean, the gadgebs bright amd dirty,
and suddenly Cyd Charisse appeared
(Lookding more human than she used to),(')

anly te be shet dead whilst deing s
gong and dance in a night elub,
wearing a goldan legltard hung with
shimmering tassels, oo of them
from her mount of Venus anpd
allcrfﬁ?mshﬂmingasshenmado
But the most elatirg thirng was how
1t 211 moved from one eplsode to
another, cutting from each to the
noxt without ceremony er senses It

wag as spappy es THE WASTE IAND
oampared to PARADISE LOSE, as M ghl-

-



as a TV cormercial, I couldn’tt striots
1y follew what was happerdng, how the
kero had get to wherever he was or
besame involved with whoever he was
wlth, but the mesasage was coming aeross
subliminally and anyway there was the
heady oy of ylelding to that avol
transeendence of comtimidy, I only
wordered, since every sparkling idea
seemed go expendoble, liow such invente
ion could possibly be sustained for a
eouple of hours, Suddenly, after
twenty mimites, a titled flashed on

to the screens "THE SILENGERS", My
God, T thought, if theytve put all
that befare the eredits, what can be
coming after? And then the screen
wont blank, It had been a trailer
assembled for the Press,e..s DBut a few
days later I saw a whole nicture that
was almcst as insomsequentialy Touis
Malletls "VIVA MARJA", with Bardog and
Morean,

Sumitemseting movies, contrived
in order to bring together rival
super=stars, usuwally disappoint (by
rfvals I do mean stars of the same sex).
Perhaps the way to make them work is
nt to conceal the point of the exere
ciza = to make the real story of the
film the shcwbiz story behind it,
Cexrtainly VIVA MARIA makes no pretence
of being a £ilm that might have been
made with other stars, Iits a kind
of party in honour of Francet¥s lsading
ladies, 50 Malle as hest does his bit
by taking off sawe o the mammerisms
of France's most honored directors,
Renolr, Clair and Vigo. The whole
gtance of the film is celebratory, It
takes a Hollywood genre, the musiecal
Western « a hybrid, indeed, of the %wo
essentially Hollywood genreg = and
makes a Frenchified version of it,
with sodles of eowlamla and antie
elerical satire, Besides celebrating
French eulbure, it celebrates the

mmovies, See, it says, this bridge
being blown up by a2 bomby see how it
has beth verisimilitude and ideal
beauty when rendered-in Pamvisien and
Eastman colour. See, it says, how two
mima donnas are actually having fun
working together, See what goodies a
gingle £ilm can offerg wamen, wine,
songy revolution, travel, terture,
glamour, ladghter, period flavour,
love, death, daneing,

Maller has deseribed the film as
a "Western in skirts®, Its heroines
are its heroes, proving their virility
not only by winning a rewlution but (9)

by steering clear of permanent erw
tanglements, with ths help of a
destiny that k111s Mereauts trus leve
a2s 1t has k1lled many & woman for
whom a Western hero's passion might
have dsflected him feom the nedless
trail he has to pareue alone or beside
his tuddy, But this female virility
1= weoll ia line with the conventions
of the Hallywood musizal Western,

En the straight Western, virllity
is only permitied to the nice atiracte
Ive girl the hero never quite falls
for, or to sffwbeat = and usually
doomsd - heroines played by Barbara
Stamiycky Jean Crawford, Marlene
Districh, ar Jane Russell, In the
masical Western, however, a wmman may
be viriie and the hercine and consid=
ered vholesome: as in, say YANNIE GET
YOUR GUN', where "Anything you can do
I can do better® is the theme of a
love duet, Tt was obligatory that in
WTHE PIATNSMANY Jean Avthur should
play Calamity Jane, that hairy~chested
beroire of the Wild West, as if she
were the girl next doorj in the musical
“CATAMITY JANE®, the still more wholee
some Doris Day sould do the nare part
at least boyishlys Hietrich herself Is
a more feminine sort of tough characte
er in "RANCHO NCTORIOUS" than she 1s
in "DESTRY RIDES AGATIN'y The ritual=
istic framework of the musical = like
that of opera or verse drama = admits
what is unacceptabls in more naturals’
1stio contexts,

TUsually the virility of Western
hesoines involves the wearing of male
slothes = a natural enocugh thing to do
anyway in the circumstances, Malle,
however, gives an added piguancy to
the superwmannishress of the Marias
by having thsm wipe out mmbsrs of
uniformed men while clothed in edtw
quisitely feminire fashions, But in
her early scenes, Bardot is dressed
like Jackie Ceogan in "THE KID* ( the
uniform which Morean put on for her
transvestite turn it Jules et Jinf )e
It 1s because Bardet is neb-uged to
wearing dresses that the two Marias
come to invent the art of stripetease
(Moreau now returns that compliment by
wearing Bardot's eustomary wrress)e
Bardot discevers her femininity througd
uncovering it fer others,

5t111, the Mgriast! sexual attite
udes are predominantly male, Morean
falls for George Hamilton only when
able to assume the man!s role: en first

meeting him, she igneres his advances,



Shets nct interested so long as hets
active, only when heés captive, When
he’s imprisomed, legs shackled, arms
bound o a yoke, she enters his cell and
makes lsve to him, closing in as if shs
were Perseus and he Andromeda, (Given
the antimclerical mood of the f£ilm,

this Maria is also presumably Mary
Magdalene, seducing Christ on the cross)e
Ard Bardot enjoys the less of virginity
in a style that refutes her femininity:
when the time has eome for initlation,
she leaves a party together with three
men and 1s returned to her caravan next
morning. "L'Amour," she tells Moreau,
Uglest merveilleuxl" Me2ls psychology

is attributed to the female, as it is in
parnographys The paradigm could be the
deflowering of Eugenie in Sadels "Ia
Philosophie dans le Boudoir", where ths
lovely initiate, immeoeent as a daisy,
avid of experience, infinitely response
ive, 1s successfully and simultaneously
pleasured by a beautiful woman, a hande
some young gentleman and novleman, an
aging rous' and a monstrously welle
equipped gardensr, Subsequently Eugenie
brutalises her interfering mother: you
could say that Bardot does as much in
vanquishing the Churcsh,

Pornography brings me back to the
eurrent spy pletures = or rather to the
majority which are peculiarly different
from earlier films about espionage or
detection‘and can fairly be called
"Boncdian'y since the genre came into
being, in 1962, in the first eof the
James Bond seriess An interesting feate
ure of their rampant sexuality is the
relatively secondary role sadism playssg
in Englishespeaking £ilms of the 195@'s
sadism was by a long way the most
passiomate form of sexual cutlet (with
the Mlckey Spillaine cyele its most
extreme expression)e The greater
parmissiveness twwards sportive sex now
current in the Englishwmspealdng world
gives today's films more licence to show
that sex can be pleasurable as well as
damaginge

Neverthelsss, the new permissiveness
is less wholeheartedly indulgent towards
gsexval inbercourse than towards occasions
for voyeurism and other vicarious or
fantasied activities =~ strip shows,
girlie mags, bunny clubs, dirty books,
And thik is reflected in the Bondian
films, which ars not simply occassions
for voyeurism but actively advertise its
delights = Insistently though rather
covertly in “OUR MAN FLINT", more flage
rantly in "THE SILENCERS" ( in the (18)

daring, quite dazzling, and wholly
gratuitdus stripetease show superime
posed on the credits ), most explicite
1y in "FROM RUSSTA WITH IOVE", in a
seene which the novel dsseribes in
these wordss

UAbove them, and unknown to both
of them, behind the goldwframed,
false mirror on the wall over the
bed, two photographers from SMERSH
sat ¢lose together in the erammd
teabinet de voyeur?', as, before
themy so many friends of the prop
rietor had sat on a honeymoon night
in the stateroom of the Kristal
P2las,

And the viewefinders gazed coldly
down on the passionate arabesques
the two bodies formed and broke and
formed again, and the clockwork
mechanism of the cinewcameras
whirred softly on and on as the
breath rasped out of the open mouths
of the two men and the sweat of ex=
citement trickled deem their bulge=
ing faces into their cheap collars,"

Voyemrism is not only done but 1is
is seen to be done,

Kinkiness gets by in Bordian films
mreeisely as it does in musicals =
because the context is antiarealistic,
The Bondlan f£ilm, indeed, has all the
mugicalls traditional ingredients: the
extravagant sets, the lwmurious livirg,
the glorious ecolowr, the bevies of
beautles, the mistaken identities, even
songs and dances, And the fights are
a form of dance e here a duet in a hotel
bedroom, there a big mroduction mumber
at the palace or the fiesta, The movie
musical Itself 1s a dormpant forms the
major musicals that have been made in
recent years have been adaptations of
old theatrical successes, The Bordian
£ilm has moved into that void, as an
extension of the "virile" picaresque
musical such as "ON THE TOWI ,

The pornographilc aspect of the
Bondian f£ilms is not, I think, confined
to their treatment of sex. I want to
suggest thot thelr treatment of
esplenage itself is cwriously anzlogous
to pornsgraphy!s treatmert of sex, and
that this is what gives these films
their specizl flavour,

Bondlan films are uninterested in
building up suspense, They relish pere
functory tenslons, as when the hero
enters an empty room and assumes that
anenemy is concealed behind an arras =



= or 1s on the point of intruding « a
disquiet usually resolved with violence,
in a eouple of minmites, But Bondian
films never have the patience to sustain
suspense over a long period as it is
sustained in earller spy £films as diff-
erent as "The Manchurian Candidate" and
"The Thief", Hitcheock's "North by-
Nortlwest® and "The Yady Vanishes", the
Grahame Grecne=based "Minlstry Of FearV
and "Our Man In Havana" (or in the
conpamporary neo-Greenian piece, "The
Spy Who Game In Fram The Coldt),

Pornography, similarly, has no
time for suspense that is more than -
perfunctory (except, of course, when,
ag with "L'Histoire A'O" and "LIHistw
orie de 170eil", it is also literate
ure), Tt ignores the exeltememt uncere
tainty can bring to sexuality in the
real world, prefers to make it a forew
gone conclusion that samebhing will
happen and give satisfaction all round,
The Bondian film, like pornography, is
greedy for action,

Bondian £ilms are obsessed with
Badgets, This is hardly surprising in
view of the quantiby and subtlsty of
the gadgets nowadays used in realelife
esplonage {(or for that matter in the
real 1ife of the avdieme)y So the
gadgets both arouse boyish curiousity
and, being seen masterfully used, allay
wemanish amxiety. They are symbuls of
up=te~dateness, and they movide sur=
prises which can either tiockle the
aundiencets rib er kieck it in the
stomach, For TV serles especially,
with their rapid turnover of story
material, the operating of gadgets can
fi11 out a slender plot with meticulous
detail that will hold the viewer as if
hypnotized by the sight of men digging
2 hole in the roads, They provide the
hero who uses them cooly and efficiently
with the means to demonstrate how at
home he 19 in a highly sophisticated
world, rather as he shows it by know=
ing how to order an epicurean dinner,
And beyond that they provide the hero
who guestions his reed of them with the
means to demonstrate his selfwsuffie
ciency =~ as when Bond in "Tlunderball®
ribs the department's gadget expert
about his-latest baubles, or when Our
Man Flint, on the point of going off to
save the human race, declines the offer
of an attche case containing 6l secret
weapons, fetches & lighter out of his
own pocket and says, "This has 82 fune
ctions = 83 if you want to light a
cigargt

(1)

Since there are so many aboves
board reasons why gadgets should be
prominent in Bondian films, it may
not be significant that they have
their eounterparts in pornographye
But, for what itts worth, it is a
fact that pornography tends to regard
the genitals as gadgets = detachable
battery~driven toys, ingenious in
design, dependabls in performancee

Bondian £ilms are marked by an
ambivalence - or a hedging of beis =
by which they aim to be thrillers amd
spoofs at one and the same time,
They are packed with convulsive action
lwrurious sightay they glorify the
physical mrowess, the nerve, the wit,
the sex~appeal, the drive, the a-
ppetite for risk, the boyish charm
and brutality of the hero, they impel
‘the audience to admire, envy and
i1dentify. At the same time they are
shamelessly weposterous to the point
of farcey, amd full of lrony and ine
Jokes at their own expense, This is
not at all the ambivalenca of a
Hitchcock comedy~thriller, (It does,
however, resemble the teasing atmos=
phere of "The Alfred Hitchocock Howr
on TV, in which the films are neither
by nor iIn the manner of Hitchcock,
but. are only sponsored and compered
by him, in a throw-away styls that
simultansously conspires with and
disdains us.) In a Hitcheook film
the comedy is the reverse side of
the terror and arises cruelly from
the dramatic situation as if it were
the laughter of the gods at manls
ridiculous efforts to disentanglse
himself from his destiny, In the
Bondian films the comedy is a comme
ent from outside the situation = is
most obviously this in Bondls sare
donic asides zbout death or bed ~ a
nudge in the ribs to assure you that
the whole thing is a lark.

Only one other form of art or
entertaimment appeals to its audience
in this two=faced way, Pornography
transmits excitement to the point of
mrovoking feelings which precisely
mateh the feelings it describes. It
arouses identification and campels
envy: of the prowess and the
opportunity, At the same time,
the impossible deeds render the
actors absurd, arousing a derision
that dispels both envy and shamo.

In parnography and the Bondian film
alike, the ambivalence relates to a
sense of tacit conspiracy between



manufacturer and eonsumer,

When a new kind of film comes in,
it is uswally started with a bang, fades
to 2 whimner throuvgh over-exploitation,
The Bondlian film has been fairly dee .
crepit since birth. The trougle has
partly been that the creative enerzy
which begat the idéa wasn't operating
in the movie mediums: it went into the
Fleming novels, and from the first the
films were an exploitation of somg=
thing elsels success,

Bven so, it might have been exe
pected that the stories would gain
through realization on the screen, con=
sidering that Tthey seem constructed as
if the author were thinking in cinemate
ic terms, and that thelr merits lis in
their action, not (as with Chandler
say, or Hammett) in sharpness of ine
sight-or stylish writineg, In the
event, the films have subbracted far
more than they've addeds In "Thunderw
ball®, the most recent and most lame=
entable, all that is added is the
elegant shooting of the underwater sage
nercess The biggest minus is the a-
dapbtation of the novek, which turns the
pict into a chaps resembling a fitful,
meandering, urmemorable, dyspeptic
dream,

The problem of making a Bondian
product work is largely one of getting
the excitement and the amusement opere
abing together, playing them off againe
st each other in a kind of counter-s
point, making now one, now the other
dominate, never entirely lettiéng go of
elther, One reason why the Fleming
books bring this off is that the auhtor
always k eeps a straight face, neither
laughing at his own jokes nor breath-
ing too heavily over the herols exerte
ions {though he does tend to droll a
blt over his menus), In the "Thunder-
ball® film, the thrills are produced
with the air of a triumphant conjurer
and the langhs with the air of doming
a funny hat,

It is as if the mamufacturers,
having bought the famula of an effe
ective drng, thought it encugh to
gerve np separate doses of each cottm
ponent ingredient, They presume,

rather as the Bond of the films pree
sumes in his way with women, The novels
recognize that the successful lecher is
one who knows he can get almost any
woman and makes a woman realize that hs
kmows it, but hot by saying that he

knows it, and least of all by saying
that he knows she knows he knows it,
Bubt the screen Bond does let on, and
by the same token his mroducers havew
nt't the tact to keep It quiet that
they take ow complicity for granted.

Sad to say, they've so far been
rights while they can rig their Bomd's
succaesses with women, they can't rig
gsuccess at the boxwpifice, yet the
returns have justified their cocksures
ness, So feverishly do the public
hunger for the Bondian ingrediermts
thay they have even enthusiastically
swallowed the U N.C,L.E. series =~ a
lot of stale doughmuts coated with=-
itry, What is remarkable is that they
haven!t only swallowed them on teles
vision but even in the ¢inema where
they have to pay to get in, where itls
painfully obvious that the colour
wasn't desimed for the cinema but for
colour TV, and where there are no
comiercials to hold up the stories and
bring in a 1little suspense, as well as
entertainment,

The best of the recent ofop of
Bondian £ilms has been "The Silencerst,
The film in its entirely, ¢hen I fine
ally saw it, was of course decidedly
less gripping than the trailer, But
that, after all, 1s generally the case}
trajilers, beyond having pace and only
the best parts, acquire, by limiting
information, the poetic suggestiveness
of the fragment, "The Silencers",
which Phil Xarlson directed, has a
nice battle, with automocbiles ramming
one dnother to the death, and an in-
spired gadget =~ a plstol which, when
in your adversary!s hands, fires backe
wardse It even provides, in stella
Stevens, an interesting heroime.

This has not been done, it seems to

me, by any other Bondim film for the
einema (including *Blindfold" =~ a
blend of the Bondian with the old~fashe
ioned romantic comedy -~ for which they
hired Claudia Cardinale)e

The British TV series, "The
Avengers®, has supplied the most ine
triguing éondian heroines yet, Honor
Blackmanta Mrs, Gale had the mystery
of a tolerant woman of long and wide
axperiencesy har successor =~ Diana
Riggts Mrse Peel ~ had the mystery of
a woman the extent of whose experiences
i1s mysterious, It has helped, of
course, that neither has been seen to

be or to have been involved with the
hero, yet their conspiratorial

(12 ]



relationshlp with him has seemed more
than professional, Mrs, Gale was a
remarkably atiractive character; if one
1iked Mrse Peel almost as much, it was
partly out of sympathy with Miss Riggls
efforte to £il1 Miss Blackman!s place,
Cne felt especially probective when
she was trying to emulate the Jjudo bib,
not gliding inbo it like a léopard the
way Miss Blackman used to do, but have
Ing to take a deep breabth first, like
a small girl zbout to go in off the
hich board,

One of the things that differente
iates Bondian from earlier spy stories
is playing patrictism fairly cool,

Bond himself from time to time, when
tempted to chase 2 girl instead of the
enemy, gets his priorities right by
remembering Her Majesty, But shame=
less jingoism is out, Some of the
Bondian spies are employed by imaginary
international organizations such as
UeN.CelsEs Againg the enemy is rarely
identified with a particular foreign
state, is usually an international come
bine of ambitious crooks or maniacs,
Partly this is a reflection of the new
Soviet=American "reapprochement® , partly
a reflection of nostalgia for free
entermrises in the delightful "Thundor=
birds" (a British TV series of SF~
espionage puppet-films), the earth is
preserved from Martian invasion by

" International Rescue," an organisabtion
run by an American and his five sons =
a nice family business,”

A rew British film, "Where The
Spies Are''y reverts to %raditional
patterns « to traditional cold war polw
jcies (2 Russian airlimer on an inter=
national peace mission is a fromt for
top-level espionage) and to the glors
ification of the traditional British
virtues of amateurism and muddlinge
through-against the odds. The Secret
Service, short-—handed in the Middle
Bast, persuade a country doctor (David
Niven), who as a wartime officer once
did a2 jeb for Intelligence, to do
temporary duty, The film goes rather
well while it!s working oubt how an unw
schooled novice might behave, especiale
1y towards a sexy lady spye The story
rms out of steam and plausibility .. ¢«
halfeway through, but in any case the
film is doomed by taking itself ser-
iously, especially for a story so ridde
led with cliches,

lhe most ideological of thse Bordian
films is the one which presents itself

as the blggest sperofy "Our Man Flimt',
Itts-as much a sclence=fiction as a spy
£ilm, and it follows the custom of USw
ing ST as a medium for politcal allerge
ory. Some of its wheeges are extrenmsly
tright, Thers!s a pretty send=-up of
Bond!s expertlse when Flint deduces from
the smell of garlic, saffron, and fennel
on the feasthers of a poisconed dart that
1t must have been fired by someone who
had lately been eatirg bouillabaisse in
Margeilles, Therel!s a fight tg the
death in a wec, Which attains the eluse
ive idezl Bondian blend of the wicious
and the preposterous, Bub the films
becomas a bore besause Flint 1s such a
super-mind in such a supersbody that no
ingenuity i3 meeded to effect his victe
ories and escapsst we may be sure that
g hero is going to win, but we want to
be made to worder how,

Flint stands for Ameriean Individe
ualism, The enemy, a trio of seientists
threatening to take over the world,
stand for benevolent teotalitarianism,
"Curs would be a-perfect world," one of
them tells Flint, who replles that he
must fight It-"because it!s your idea
of perfection, not mine," The budding
Ubeopia we are shown is sirorgly Huxleye
ane Flint demolishes 4t with a 1little
halp from the U,S5, Navy,

It may be interesting to compare
this new ideal American (played by
James Coburn) with-his predecessor of
the 19iNts, Batman, who has lately been
resuscitated for lavghs, Batman looks
as if he was sired by Dracula out of
Momma Bearj Flint as if by Pinkerton
sut of Madame Bubterfly, Batman is
accidentwprons, stupid, an amatewr-and
a gentlemang Flint is inmvuinerable,
omiscient, a professional and a cads
Batman when in sufti loves a girl whe
loves Batman and deesn't knew that he
is Batmans he cantt divulge his secret
and nothing happens, Flint has fowr
attending nymphs at the beginning of
the £ilm and by the end a fifthe In
the farties to be a herg was its own
rewardy in the sixties itts a paying
propositiong™
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by Jzek Ldmind Tolan
SILE T ATV
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Sumertice television usvally Goose
't heve filued-scries thab zce firsie
runs, bub this svmer there were o
signilicant onesy "The Avengers" and
"Cond Jortisdl", They ware immartations
froan Britaing of hour-length, and vere
purchased Zar the US svrket by AHCe
The grering uwse of immorved tv
soduet on US netuorks has jone alnost
unnoviced ovenn tlough 4% bepen In enyne-
est three yoars agoe and filmdwssiries
from Pritain heve mede sisndldicant e
roads into mrire tlisce Among obhors,
"The Saint" { BC) bYroke into the US
I4rst run pobtiorn Sn 163 ond has been
runningfroerunning ever since, "Sceret
Agentt y Tirsterun here vnder that title
between Lpril ¥65 and ipril 'G5 hos been
drovped by CBS for its netuork bub is
beine contiqmed in Lirsterun by moay
locul stetionse, I¢ has also run, 28 a
holl=hour sinowr, under its Dritish title
{("Dengox I-:e.n“g 3 NG and other morlet
arcaes since 102, Tifteen episodes of
“The Derod (ADC), of hourelength, firste
raa in Ve S this your.
i'het fzcbars hevo nede thids Nritish
assanls on US=Lv successiul?
Pirst, US capital hes been finance
11z more=Ceniore Bngllsh tvefoatures
and the US Lackers sco o 1% that tfle;y'
see these tv films athibiica hora,
Sceond, e costs of sets and their
decoration are 10=2(f° undar those in the
S Third, Dritain's best thestre-
novie wreducors, seripters and dirccte
ors vork rapularly in Dritish v,
Oonly occassionally docs Yhe best bohinde
eaneres talent of owr movies vork in TV,
aad when it Jdoes 1t usuelly "panders®,
The Friiish covnterparts do not,
"The Avengers® and #Cowrt MartiaI"
are baged somewhat on US prototypes,
but "The Avengers® format owes mare te
the James Bond f£ilms and the British
spy~features which followed theme, Iis
basic premise, accarding to the narrate
{on underr the credits: YExtraordinary
trimes against the people and ths State
mst be avenged by agents extraordinary,..
sssdVengers, Two such people are Emna“
Pecl, talented amatewr, and John Steed,
top mrofessionaly Also under the
oredits runs the show!s thrashing, pare

based on chord changes of "Why Canit
You Behave? from "Kias Me Katel"

When ®The Avengers® was first=run
in Britain in 163 Patrick MacNee played
the dandified 3teed and Honor Blackman
was Cathy Gale, his leather-ewathed
Judomaxpert assistant (her role of
"Pugsy Galore® and the girls in her
"flying circus" in "Goldfingert owed
mach to the Cathy Gale image she had
established on tv), With the "Town Of
No Retwn® f£ilm-episode {British re=
lease, 9/28/65), Diana Rigg took over
the cﬁore‘of playing Steed!s new
assistant, Mrs, Emma Poel, Rlgg is
made up approximetely like the young
Linda Darnell, buit her pronmunciation
of English makes her incomprehensible
to many Americans (she sounds fine in
ny ears)e Riggls "Town Of No Reburnl
preniere was ths final eplsode of "The
Avengerst firstmrun in the US, simce
ABC didn't renew it,

There was mach that was instruct=-
ive in the 22 episodes of it which were
televised here last spring and sumer,
They were the work of producer Julian
Wintlej Albert Fennell (in charge of
productiong art director Harry Pottle)s
composer Laurie Johnsong and Ray Austin
(secondeunit director of fights, meche
anical contrivances and miniatures)e

"The Cybernauts! has a Dy,
Armstrong (Michael Cough) use his
fopplsh robet "Roger" to try to pre=
vent the purchase of Japanese automated
devices by British industrialists, Ib
was written by Philip Levene, and
well=directed by that good, alleround
artisan, Sidney Hayers. "Death At
Bargain Frices", c¢lassily directed by
Charles Crichton, is an excellemt
illustration of Bribtish production
values in "mere" tvefilms, Most of its
action takes place in a large deparis
mont store, the luxurious appointments
of whieh are partially demolished atb
the film’s finale, This segment was
expertly seripted by one of the showl!s
regular producers (Brian Clemsns)e

UThe Girl From Auntie® containad
most of the elements which made *The
Avengers" so- popular in Englands oute
landish plot, fantastic costumes and

odying and fine musical theme s whioh is (1) sets, 1ittls actual violemce, In it



Mrse’Peel, drossed and saged 1like a
bird, is auv¢tioned off a Lomdon -
warehouse 10 the highest bldder, whe,
ostensibly, will acquire her scientifio
knowshow, Among the competing biddsrs
depicted by directar Roy Bakers a Red
Chinsse type, a Soviet Russian, and
poor Englistman Steed, who has only
Her Majesty's limited budget to play
with, but who wins Mrse Peel back anyw
way. (Seotland Yard and London
bobbies are seldom seen on this show,)
%The House That Jack Bulli" has Mrs,
Peel be imprisoned in a fully automated
house, the rooms of which rise, circle
slide as though airborne, "Hew To
Suoceed At Murderh updated an old
chestnut by adding the lesbian elements
which are 2ll oo frequent in‘British
£ilm product, Mme, Henrletta, a 3=
foot high puppet, is the dumy of her
ventriloquist "husband" and induces
beautiful young British girls to
aeffect the "ruination of all meneees
and put men out of the way,” Stead,
of course, puts the dumy and ventrilo=
quist out of the way.

WTha Avengers" most enjoyable
sagments "The Gravediggers", which

daspite its title, was mostly an inverte

ive reprise of a silenbmserial traine
chase, DLefore the chagse director
@uentin lawrence indulges in & tonguew
i=cheek segquence in surgeons operate
on a robot (Yfarceps, nurssessesstapel,e
essblowborch})s The chase itself, with
Steed battling villains atop a small
fair-ground train in order to stop 1t
befére 1t runs over the trussedeup
Mrse Pe2l, has jusbt the right mixture
of parody and thrilis.

Iawrence worked on Rrdtish tvis
"Maigret! series and its Edgar Wallaoe
feature cyole, Hel!s fairly young, ard
like many of the directors wholve
workad this shew = Gerry O'Hara, James
Hi1l, Peter Graham Scott and Bill
Bains = bears wabching more than de
many of the older hacks who churm out
the fare profferred in British
theatres,

& * #

No such cinematie expertise was
Javished on "Cowrt Martial!, which is
still first-zuming in the US, "Cowrt
Martial® is more serious, and more
"aperican’ than "The Avengers", but
also more confused and "coammitted’,
It s modelled on at least four olider
US and/cr British seriss, From
PEsptonegza” tlhe nen behind "Court
Mauial! took the subversive thame that

patriotie offorts on behalf of cnsts
country are hollew and ultimately
meaningless, From ®Arrest And Trial”
and YThe Defenders" they adepted the
socially disintegrating pose that
gullt and immocenca can be equated,
From. "Combat" they took the image of
the heroic but tarnished Amerdgan,
1Court Martial is a product of
MCA=TV, Ltds, and of mroducers Roberd
Doublas and BI111 311, Its basic
Uyeenidh ¢ two Amarican Avmy lawyers
from the Judge Advocutse Generalls
0ffise, Major Frank Whitaker (Pster
Gravess and Captaln David Young
(Bradford Dillman) getting more sere
fous each‘'week, defend, or help
prosecute, Allled servicemen, often
non=-imerigans, accused of servicee
cennected erimes, "Causes" are usually
offered as exouseg far the orimes
{ostey the maguisards, the partisans,
the Irish Republican Army)s In one
peculiar episode, "Iet 51ip The Dogs
Of Wart', the attorneys investigats an
aocused British war-corrsspendent and
apparent homosexual, {Demnis Price)
who was "really® involved in Italian
polltics « Left and Right, This
episode was produced by Douglas, who
usuzlly knows better, and directed by
the best Director "Cowrt Martial® has
used so far {Harvey Hart, who's worked
shows on botn sidaes af the Atlantic)e

The director of more "Court
Martiai" hours than any other, Alvin
Rakeff, long since settled for the
easy way, He 1s kiddingly referred
to as the youngest director of feate
ures simltaneously shobt in differend
languages (he actually warked on such
1tens in the 160%s) and typifies what
French crities call a "tacheron' (a
man paid on a piece~work basls), The
ambivalence of the themes prevailing
on "Court Martial® seem to be Rakoff's
dish,

He'directed the "let No Man Speak’
segment, wherein a fascist British
colonel (Michael Hodern) is made to
seom respondible for messing up an
Imarican-Dutch resistant group; "Loge
istics of Survivai', In which a seem=
Ing Nazi singar (Nedia Gray) seems %Yo
have mrdered an Arerisan Gl Tn seifw
defensej "The Liberators", in which a
lieutenant Pinelli (Lee Montague)
appears to have murdered a Sicilian
partisane Rakcfffs most-derivative
efforty "Achilles? Heel", has weakw
sister Captain Merril (Neil McCallum)

tma,hanxed by Brritish Intelligence into



breaking down (by witnessing Nazis tors
ture a girl) and revealing the wrong
landing point for the Anzio invasione

This chestrnub was roasted better before,

nobably by director Jack Iee in the -
British feature "Cirele of Deceypbion!,
ard by Stuart Rosenberg in a 163
"Espionzgd eplscde starring Patrieia
Neal called "The Weakling", In my
opinion Rosenberg is B=tvls bast
director of dramatic tv-films,

Via internationsl casts, multie
linguists like Rakoff, and anti-nate
ionalist plotting, MCA-TV ,Itd, thinks
it can sell "Court Martial' worlde
wide. Bub Graves and Dillman don!t
have what it tekes to keep such a show
going, and some of the series? dirs
ectors have done uneven work (eeZe,
Pater Maxwell and Jeremy Summers).

Apparently it was Hill who thought

the series needed Sam Wanamalker as a
director, Wanamaker acted in "The

Outer Limitst series of 6l and direct—

ed same segments of "The Defenders"
and obher recent US tveseries, but
aside fram these few essays, plus

- 2

appearanses in Losey's "The Cripinal"
and Ritt s “The Spy Who Came In From
The Cold", Wanarmaker hasn' had much
exposure in these parts since aboub
149, Wanamakers "Biiter Wind' segmert
had a stupid American GI be sande
bagged by two battling factions in
Ireland, The most believable thing
about it was actress Moira Lister's
appearance as a colleen,

Court Martial! writers have
added 13%tle of meaning-or enjoyment
to the series, Instead, theylve
tried their darndest to inscrt curre
antly applicable political symbols
and action words into shows set in
the past,” These worthies include
Gerry Day, John T,.°Dugan, S.S. Schweite
zer, Edmurd Morris, John McGreevey,
Julian Bond (a2 man of some talent),
and Mark Rodgers (also a pro)e

w=Jack E, Nolan=
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Mirs. Peel, where are vou?

editorial, from the Greensboro,
North Carclina, DATLY NEWS

Mrs, Enma Pesl has gone out of
John Steedfs life, and ours, That is to
say, actress Diana Rigg has left the
British television series "The Avengers!
and co=gtar Patrick MacNee to resume her
career in Shakespearean drama, Iast
Wednesday night she gracefully departed,
and we may never get over it,
During the three years that ABCTV
has imported "The Avengers” Mrs, Peel, 2
beautiful and brilliant young widow, had
Joined secret agent Steed in the seriest?
delightfully preposterous adventures.
Meanwhile she captivated several million
American men.’ She was auburn, lissome,
elegaut, witly, worldly = and altogether
sexys Whether she was subduing thugs
with judo, exiracting secrets at a cocke
tail party, er climbing a tree in her
miniskirt, she was a woman of remarkable
styie.
Mrsa. Peells bowing oub was the most

lamertable televisicn event sinve Ghe ()
—1
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final episede of "The Fugitive", For the
nale audience it was very nearly traumate
ic, Not only was it learned that Mr.
Poel had survived his plane crash in the
Amazonian jungle, but also Emma and Steed
farewell revealed a2 passion whicn was
subtly understated in these three cavalier
years. Even our television set mrotested
by humming and sputtering through the
maudlin scene,

But Mrs, Pesl regained her sophistipe
ation. As she left to join her husband
(who bore an uncamy resemblance to Steed
himself) she passed her replacement on
the stair., "Ah," said Mrs. Poel; "he
likes his tea stirred anticloclwise,”

Now there's a woman for youl

Buck pp now, Steeds Your new asse
istant, Miss Tara King, is quite attw
ractive jin reir own way =~ and you do
have other thirgs to think about. If
somehcWw ysu can overcome the loss of Erma
Peel then, verhaps, so can we, Carry ong#



e e i et ]

Gn-x0>2>-NOF

It trenspired that upon the 20th
day of Cetcber, 1967, and again, upon
the 22nd Day of October, 67, there was
pregented upor: the Tdiot Box (othermise
¥nown as the telly) A Most Raucous And
Delighbful Comedy, & Most Jolly Sporb,’
hereafter known ass A COMEDY OF ERRCRS.

Tt was presented both evenings by
UHF Channel 56, the local affiliate of
the N,E. T, = National Educational Telew
vision « network.

This was no mere production of the
Bardts early comedy, no mers taped showe
ing by some spirited group of players,

This production boasted the talents
of no less august a-group than the Royal
Shakespeare Company, playing the same
COMEDY OF ERRORS that brought them rave
reviews in New York and Moscowe This
particulavrly splendid production was
caught in the eye of the camera by the
stafl of BECw~l, during the year Of Our
Lord, 19€3, and this was its first show=
ing in this country.

It was filmed in its entirety, not

a word cu%, upon the stage of the Aldwych
Theatre in Loudon, the London branch of
the Royal Shakespoare Company and the
winteor hone of the entire Company,

We were able to view this spectacle
because N,E,T. had bought some 56 nplays
and specials frum BEC for what amounted
to peanuts, some $560,000 for over 75
hours of mixed material rancine from
merely iantelligent to outstandingly bires
1lianty TIbsen, Chekhov, te Yegro in
Britair, "CULLODEN' , The We.iding Of A
Welch liiner, many, many others,

S o Commentary Of Soxrts
<)\ Review Of Unceritain Quality
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wby Ye Ed, Re Schultze

Shining in this treasure chest was a
pearl of exceptional qualitysesthis
production of A COMEDY (F ERRORS,

A1l the fire and life and deberw=
mination explicit in a Royal Shakespears
Company production of the Bard!s mater-
ial was theraes The fime-grained broad
understanding of what ean be gained from
Shakespeare was broadly expressed in
avery dulcet tone, every expressive amd
sometimes exaggerated movemertd .

Lord Birkett has stated that these
are people with very explicit and quite
definite ideas on how Shakespeare should
be playede

Certainly they must stay in the
RSC beecause of their love for their
worke Once proved, each of them could
move on to more profiteble work than
the meagre pay of the RS Company. In
fact many of them do, And oftimes re=
turn to their first love, the RSC,

Wiho are these people, the ores of
fire and definite notions as to how the
Bard should be portrayed? TV Guide did
not list the players, but let me corre
ect that error at this time,

WA COMEDY OF ERRORSH

Presented by the Governors of the
Royal Shakespeare Company, uncn -
vhe stage of the Aldwych Theaise,
for the BBC, Staged by Clifford
Williamsy and David Drierlgy,

Solinum, Duke of Ephsseus
e o Nichazl Mwumrray
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Aegeon, a merchant of Syracuse
e o olony Church
Antipholus, presen'tly of Syracuse and
also a merchant and brother to the
other Antipholus, eflec McCowen
Dromio, of Syracuse, manservant-and the
twin to Dromlo of Epheseus, all
brothers all unknowingsesse
» “Baryy MeGragor
Ambipholus, of Enheseus s husband to
Adriana. e 8 o o I3n Richardsen
Dromlo, of Epheseus, manservant for
Antipholus of Epheseus and wellw
beatén o o e o o ClLifferd Rose
Balthazar, a goldsmith of Epheseus and
bosom buddy of Antipholus of Ephe
BSEUSe ¢ e ¢ o Michael Burrell
Tirst Merchant, also a friend of Antiphe
olus of Ephesemse o « Ian Lindsay
Second Merchant, simply a man to whom
Balthagzar happens to owe a greatb
dedl of monsys e « eJohn Harweod
Adriana, wife of Antipholus of Epheseus,
and somewhat jealous, GDiana Rigg
Luciana, sister to Adriana and single
and living at the housa of Antiphe
olus of Ephesens, o Julie Christis
Aemeillia, at present Abbess at Epheseus,
but a1l unknewing also wife to the
sorrowful Aegeon and mothexr to the
twin Antipholdli. Pauline Jameson
Schoolmaster Pinchy who fancies himself
an exorciser of mental demons and
atbampbs to try oubt his unique
notions of psychiotherapy upon a
most unwilling Anbipholus of Syre
‘aCUS8e « o o Michael Williams
Nell, kitchen maid te the household of
Antipholus of Epheseus and‘bethre
othed of Dromlo of Ephesus, who is
Well Describeds o oCaroline Maud
Gacler, the jailer for ths Duke of Ephe
BEOUSe & e o o oBrian Osborne
The Courtesany, whe wants a diamond
rings o o » o Blizabeth Spriggs
plus many others, guards, players of
the square, attendants and officers,

- 3* -

Picture if you will, an almost abw
solutely bare stage. Built on that
stage is another smaller stage a foot ar
two above it, and another upon it and
another upon it,

Standing upon these stages as the
curtains sweep to the sides are the playe
ers, all in black, The women in love=
cub, tightewaisted simple, very simple
ankle=~length dresses. The men fn pants
and wristelength sweater=-shirts, all i

lack =28 well, (1355"5

They are Jjust standing there,

Then, as the music begins, they perform
an e¢laborately formal dance, @ beginne
ing of the choreographed slapstick
which was the heart of the production,-

They dance, they bow, they curtsy,
they leap off into the wings, others-
Join themy A bench appears, a chair,

a fellow brings out two jackeis, each
of a palr pubting them on as he himself
shrugs into a long Oriental coat. Ane
other adjusts his collar, ome slips
into breastplate and helmet and two
such give the other his-spear, a bodice
is tightened by another, a hairepiece
is put together by a lass crossing the
stage, an old man but moments ago a
young man struts upon the stage, a
scroll in hand, guards stiffen to
attention, a box is put upon the stage,
the ladies leave, an aging man with a
crown enters and sits himself upon the
single chair, and the official looking
person bégins to speakesne

And we suddenly realize that the
play has begun, Therse are no others
upon the stage but the Duké, his guards
and officers and officlals, an aging
Aegeon, merchant of Syracuse and victim
of the new strife between Epheseus and
Syracuse, and the pitiful chest containe
ing all that he owned, Tt has come %o
us in that deceitful manner, for after
allse.in this play, it is proved that
you cammot really trust your eyesd

I trust that you are somewhat
familiar with this gftwtold tale of
confusion, That you know that both
sets of twins shall ecreate strife and
hilarity at the obher's expense, all
unbdknewnst to the cthere A shallow
comedy perhaps, not having in it the
great depth ef many others of Shake=
spearels plays, This one practically
has to be played strictly for laughs
or not at all, making it hilarious in
the hands of a gifted crew or painful
in the claws of amatenus,

Also, thanks to the character of
the RSC, there is’no UStar! system in
gvidence, Indeed, it took the magnite
ude of a Seofield to displace the atie
entions of the audiences aven in such
"Start system is one of the major
fanults in any Hollywood production of
Shakespearees It detractsy and distractes
s from the production,

Still, if one must say that soe
and=go were "Stars" of that production,
you must begin the 1list with the fane
tastie drollery of Barry McGregore



Certainly the lires of this very
e¢onfused Dromio of Epheseus are amongst
the most hilarious in the play, Even a
¢lod could excite some laughter with a
pach=lire or two, Bub McGregor had the
gift of exaggerated spesch and timing and
exaggerated facial mugging and willinge
ness to exert himself in any manner to
pat an extra ocunce of punch into any
phrase, Indeed this exaggerated sense
of knowledge of mobility of fase and body
is something that must characterize the
RSCe For not only did both Dromil and
both Antipholul have It in some degresc =
ard turned their lines into gems with
the beauty of it = but it 1s this fine
lovely and complete facial and body cone
trol whish has so characterized the way
Diana Rigg has made Mrse Emma Peel come
alive, One reviewer ones accurately
stated that she could say mors in one
raised eysbrow than most actresses could
in forty lines of dialogues

This sort of exaggeration for effect

is natural for the. live threatre, of
coursey and it is no wonder that anyone
who could master it would become a lead
player in the RSCe Bub still I wonder
how much was brought to the RSC and how
much wag brought to the players by their
tenure with the RSC?

Butif the four twins shone like
diamonds, the light. for their diamonds
came from the brilliance of their suppe
orts, Adrizna, played by our own very,
very fair Diana Rigg must be countéd as
being at least a sparkle in that eluster,

As the anxious and yet would=hs
haughty wife of Antipholus of Epheseus
she brought her own especial flatpur to
the role most often cast as nagging,

Rarely, as a matter of fact, does
Shakespeare ever present to us a picture
of a couple already long married, Usue
ally they are courting or being wed, the
couples just starbing out togetheri This
couple is rather old married hands, and
the first allure has long gones Yeb the
wife » Adrians/Rigg % would not live withe
out this man of hers, no matter the cire
cumstances, Thinking her husband mad, she
implores the Abbéss ¢f Epheseus to ree
lease Antipholus, the one of Syracuse she
believes to the one of Epheseus ba,

Adrianag "I will attend my husband,

“be his nurse,/Diet his
sicknesg, for it is my office,/ And
will have no attorney but myself,,/
And therefore let me have him hone
with meh

(20}

Rebuked by the Abbess, she cone
uess -
"T will not hence, and leave my
husband herey/And 111 it doth bew
seem your holineés/ To separate
the husband and the wife,"

Talking about her lmsband to her
sister, Iuciana/Christie, her feelings
seem quite shrewish, She berates him
bitterly at one point, thinking that it
be her own-husband who has made a pass
at Iuciana, acclaiming his love for
hery - S

"Tcannob, nor I will nob, hold me

sbi113/ My tongue, though ngt his

heart, shall have his will]/ He
is deformed, erocked, old and -
sere./ Tlefased, worsesbodied;
shapeless evarywhere,/ Vicious, -
ungentle, feolish, blamk, unkind,/

Stigmatical in making, worse in

nind " i
Inciana asks theng "Who would be jealw
ous then of such 2 ens?/No evil losb is
wailed when it is gonel"

#ah, but T think him better than

I sayt

This then 35 the heart of her rele
ationship with Antipholus, Berate him
she might, but she wuld not do without
hime Put in Gaol, she unhesitatingly
gives up a purss of golde Alone, she
gseeks him out, Thinking hin i11, she
tries Schoolmaster Pinch in an efford
to curs him, And in the end, confrort=
ed by twe Antipholul, her very truest
nature comes to the foree The stene
1s before the Abbey, %epoer has found
Iris wifs, the gentle Abbess, they both
have found their lost twin sons, amd
the lost twin servantelads, The Duke
-and company is mmeh still confused by
these ciroumsbances and Adriana is bew
caring very fidgeldy off to-one side,
In a break in the ddalogue, she laughs
an exceedingly uncomfortable and ner~
vous little laugh, chewing on a hande
kerchief and squirming upon the stages
She turnhs and addresses each of the
two Antipholui and shakily asks of
thams

"Which of you twe did dine with

me today™ -

Se Antipholuse "I, gentle mistress,”

Adriana(drawing near, fearfully)s And
are you not my husbandf™

Eq Anbipholus (A pauses.sand with a

chill,ffosty tone)s "No, I say

nay to thatt



Then, while the matter of the gold
chain and the bail money and whose sore
vant which Dromioc is is sebtled, this
very crestfalien Adriana sort of roundmam
boub=]7 comes nearer the frosty visaged
man she now Trealizes is her own Anbiphe
olus of Ephesus, <

In the course of the dialogue, she
imeels before himy placing her face upon
his knee, And here the essence of her
lusband's love for her is renewed, He
warms, & single fleeting smile runs
quickly across his face, and he raises
her up and embracés her softly, Even in
his anger earlier, when Adriana urwitie
ingly turn away the rightful Antipholus
and his merchant friends, his primary
thought is azbout his home and wife,

"Since ty ovm doors refuse to anierw

tain me,/ I'1l knock elsewhere to

see if bhey'll disdain mel®

‘The very picture of shocksd husbande
hood, and thus he goes off with The Boys
to other dooXs,

But mayhaps never anywhere else is
such a love as Adrianals east upon such
shallow love as in the first meebing bow
tween her and the Wfalse!" Antipholus,

Searching for him, she sspies him
and hands on hips, glares at him, He
looks uncomfortably around for the
source of this uncommon nonverbal wrath
and Iuciana cringes before the expeched
outbursts, In a perfect doublembtake, he

again’looks for the other she is lookw
ing at, knowing himself to be immocent
in all respects, In cxaggerated pant~
omine, she presents to Antipholus the
route homewhabds, Again Antipholus
looks about for whomever she beckeons to,
This strange fiery wernch then draws
closer, and raising one arm in selfe
mrotection, begins to realize that this
utter stranger might be mad at him} ‘

Breaking into ominously sof% speech,
Adriana reguests the return home of her
arring master, coyly promising pleasures
of home and beoard between reminders of
his Imsbandly duties, Backing off,
Antipholus finds his wetreat blocked off
by Inciana in determined guise, He
leans back onbto Iuciana for support as
Adriana kneels before him in the end of
her imploring supplication, He gently
and astonishingly mimes to the audiemre

Then, trying to rut a2 note of
mour Bdts his voles, bat voica cracking
under“the effort, he askss "Pload..eY0lUse
to me, fair dame????M -

Tn answer to which, Adriana turns
her face away and eriles a long and hilares

(21)

ousy "WWWALAAAAANAALAAATHHEHEL M

Adriana/Rigg cries her heart out
and then both her and Tmeciana take
turns scolding him for his neglects
and cutting jibes, They really socked
1t to him, ’

At the end of this tirade, Rigg
turns on that fameus smile and in a
smoothly coy mamer, sinuously siides
up to Antipholus/cCowen, She caresse
es him, his“shouldery, his arm, his hand
and fingers, talkirg to him all the
whileeseand places the 1limp hand &f
Antipholus upon-her heaving bosem, on
the skin itself, and leaves the hand
there, A rather strange loocks comes
upon Antipholus.

Agriana then utters her heartfelt
last lines: "Thou art an elmy, my huse
band, and Tee.ea Vine,"

The Elm gets a very strange series
of running expwessions across his
shocked face, and sobto voice, states
to the audience, examining the fateful
hand ¢losely, that he might as well go
along with this strange woman and see
what lies aheadg

Indeed, one might sgy that the
entire play was highlighted by these
changes of expressions The role of
Balthazar especially comes to frinde

Played by Michael Burrell, hs
presents-a slightly inept and unctuous
Orientaly‘wellwgreased and prideful’
moustachey bejewslled turban-affair,
the overlywgracious manners of a usedm
ear salesman snifiing a ripe sucker,

In campanionship with Antipholus
of Epheseus, he tries to inwent a
reason for Adriana locking hMer husband
out, he tries to make peace, he reasors
with him to go elsewhere, After all,
Antipholus has ordered an elaborate
and costly gold chain from him for that
very wifes The 1ittle Wwheels turning
in his mind try Yo salvage this bit of
mrofit abt any coste

Finally he is able to deliver the
chain to anbipholus.e.sthe urong one,
Then, a mercihant having to leave town
very soon confronts him with his own
debts and Balthazar greasily requests
his monies from Antipholus,esesthe one
who never got ths chaing”

As confusion mounts, the faces of
gaoler“and Second Merchant set theme
gelves, and 1n shocked pantomime, fine
gers to lips, the first inkling dawns
on Balthagar that he isntt going-to
get his money, He weakly laughs, he

coyly suggasts that Antipholus is
JoUying him alonge, But Antipholus is



adamanmt, He deesn't owe Balthagar =a
single ducate Balbhazar tries again

%0 coax the monies oubj and as voices
rise higher and higher, the other mere
ehant asking rather frestily if this

is the source from which Balthazar is

o obtain the money to pay his debt, all
of it builds to a crescendo of righbeous
indignatione Bobth Balthazar are unknows
ingly quite innocent and Antigholus,
And Antipholus winds up, surprise and’
indignant reeking from every syllable,
in the hands of the Gaoler...for none
payment of debts}

In such a memmer the lesser roles
presented an inedepth treatment of the
essentially miner characterizations,

The astonished gaze, the searching look,
the sthibter, the pause, the unctuous
pronounciation; the barelyesurpressed
laugh or shout, all present us with a
complexity of action and characterizate
ion that I have rarely seen presented
upon the stage in any forme

It was slapstick, sure, But slape
stick that made the average "trilliant"
comedy seem like shallew hints eof what
might have been,

"Perhaps the BBC cameras helped
some, with their c¢losewups and maybe
the precise timing of each character
and his words ewed part of its perfecte
ion to the editing of their tapes, But
besides all that, here was a group that
was quite literally having a ball,

A guite swinging ball,

No'matber that with a few character
changes, this same group had already
performed this same plagy eighty~dozen
times, No line was delivered with
merely adequacy, Nm hint of boredom or
lack af passion er bewilderment was
evident in the production,

Each player brought to this prode
uction semsthing new each time they playm
ed their partss Indeed, one must hesite
ate bo use the phrase playing 4 part,

Like most of his material, Willy
Shakespeare used freely the waorks of-
his predecessorse” He was, after all, a
commercial artisty and had few if any
compunctions about using ideas of the
classicist playwrightse. He would have
been the only one with such secruples in
his time if he had beenes But even while
worrying asbout the comnercial applicate
ions of his werks, he built in each case
an entirely mew storys And in doing so,
proved that 1ittle conception was rezle
ized by the original playwright of the

potentialities of the idea, For Shakse
Speare was truly a genius playwright, (22}

by natural talemt 1ifbing sach idea eut
off the purely mundane and presenting it
to us in a new amd novel form, Even
deliBerately dreary ones like CCRIOLIN=
B was never mere hacloork,

Every player can tell you from exe
perience that there is always something
mora to be gotten out of a Shakespearaen
play or role than 1s obvious at first
rehearsaly Indeed, of all the "elassic!
artists, Shakespeare comes elosest to
flfilling the "New Wave! ideal of a
play wherein each actor and actress can=
not really “firm up! an inberpretation
of a partieular character, There is
always somethirg new to be found in each
line, every mle, Indeed, if the player
really reslizes this, he or she can find
something new to say as effectively on
the 300th night as on the firste, Each
production can, ideally, becoms a test
of the limits of each director!ts and
producer?s imaginationse, And sach acte
tress or acter can mold so very, very
much af themselves into each character
that is mresented by tham,

This 4s realiy mrobably why the
warks of the Bard has survived so very
well the centuries that have turned ths
classiecs and eontemporaries inte dreary
antiques, That he gave each player so
very much room into whieh he could, if
he or she desired, insert so muech of
their own abilities,

Far some understanding of this
phenomena of "Yroom", we need look no
further than the past generation and
the role ¢f RICHARD ITI, Within owr
lifetimes, in 1%Lk to be precise, a part
that had been dene, eftimes fantastice
ally, was remcreated anew, Laurence
Olivier, feeling & need to ereate 2
really mew image of the title role, took
upon the stage the evil, malfarmed mind
we all today econcelve of as the Richard
IITy the only right interpretation,

And indeed, most of the changes ky
Olivier were relatively minor,..thosg”
previously mentioned miances of pause,
searching look, lifted finger, wink oo
eye, and tone and shading of voice,

And our own Diana Rigg elbewed her
way inte the Sheakespearan heritage by
not merely her majestiely humourous Iine
treptations of Viela (TWELFTH NIGHT )
and this very Adriana of CCMEDY CF
ERRORS but in the field of Drama-as
welle, She took the usuzlly miék, mild,
softespoken amd withdrawing olivia of °
KTH@ IEAR amd turned her inte a hernsb,
an amazon with spear and shields She
created such a nar image of Olivia that



4n two recermt (two yedrs) productions of
KING LEAR in the area, the change has now
built 1tself into the role, No more dees
0livia hesibatingly enber imto batile far
her fatherts sake, Now she is a stromg
Wwaman. ««and in both cases either the tallm
est or next to tallest woman in the ehm
tire companye

Thus the power of a really unique
performance and interpretation present
itself, *

As an aside, the play Shakespearse
torroved freely from was WMENAECHMUS" ,
by one Titus Maccius Platus, Platust
work by itself, wmrticularly his comedy
on the mix=up caused by two pairs of
twins unknowingly appearing in the same
towm, was the base upon which “A FUNNY
THING HAPPENED TO ME ON THE WAY TO THE
FORUM was built, And Shakespeare's
COMEDY OF BRRORS itself pave birth to
RBdgers and Harbt!s "THE BOYS FROM STRs
ACUSEM

And Shakeppeare apparsntly thought
much of the notion of twins causing endm
less confugion 4n their wakes, He used
the same notion again in his later
WIWELFTH WIGHTY and in barer formin a few
other plays,

And if Flatus plays upon presenteday
readings seem to telegraph their punsh
lines and oftimes drab remember their
age and the other fast that simce then
the ideas Platus and 2 few others prefe
ented have been used mndreds of thouw
sands of times, Iiterallyl Especialiy
(and not nearly as well, usually) on the
idiot box,

* PFlatus was indeed a great Originate
ory and Shakespeare could have done much
worse than steal such brilliant notions,
Indeed, his remworking amounts to re=
creation, a way of sgying thal "Here Is
The Way It Should Have Been Said The
First Times Around",

And he did all this commercially,
He had at all times kept in his mind the
notions of how his words and players
actions would be recelved by not only the
ungodly and ungentlemanly pits but by the
equally coarse and only by designation
ladies and gentlemsn of the boxess To
throw a rotten fruit at a poorly delivere
ed line was as common there as in the
standing=roomt only pitse And if the pits
comhents to the actors wers usually ribe

aldy dirty and oftimes hilarious, those
given to the same actors by the higher

classes were just as common, as freely
given and often more hilariously spiced,

engage ibs own psyshe into understands
ing some’obscure theme of thd playe
wrightts, it seems to be the audiencels
fault, I wonder what the pits would
have had to say sbout Harold Pinbter,
for all the fact that personally I
both loathe and adore sgual portions
of his Wworkeesse

But T wonder how long Pinter will
live ony as something more than a notm
ation in a history? I'm sure Willy
the Shake, for all the Ilrreveramnce I
sametimes throw his way, will still be
mresented "Iive* somewhere in the
Universe for many centuries to come if
Man himself survives, BEven in 20011

Certainly I myself will now never
forget him, and POMEDY (I" ERRORSe” The
loathesome possessiveness of Nell, all
gloriously hilarious.

The cabalistic signs and motions
of Schoolmaster Pinch, trying in his
own inept fashion to exorcise the unw
willing Antipholus of Syracuse of his
nonmexistent deemons, The greal cardw
board sign the cast oooohed and aaaahed
over, containing ticwtac=toe symbols,
23 skiddoo, oh you kid as well as
Alpha, Omega and many cabalistic signs
and scrawlse In a tremendous theatre
presence, he exploded pots of fire and

coughed over the resulfing smoke and
eried in eracking voicee No, Michael
Williams will live wibh me,

The lines will live with me for
the years to comss And their Ringling
Brothers Cireus delivery, hilarity
constantly dippling close te sheer
buffonery.

Those 1im3.... ’

“*Thou Art An Elm, my husband, amd I
a Vine :

UT1s dinnertime,® quoth I, "My
Goldd" quoth hel/ "Your meat doth
burn," quoth I,° "My Gold§" quoth hed

"Marry, sir, shefs the kitchen
wenchy and all greasey and I know nob
what use to-put her to, but to make 2
lamp of her, and run from her by her
own light, T warrant her rags and the
tallow in them will burn a Poland wine
ter, If she lives till doomsday, shee
I11 burn a2 week longer than the whole
werld.t -

"Ahy but I think him better than
I saye" .

"You spurn'me hence, and he will
spurn m¢ hither,/If I last in this

sorvice, you must case me in Jeatherdt

Those lines and that deliverVesee

Nowadays if the audience does not (23) sfichard Schulize



ILL SUCCESS SPOIL




%Who has Americanized! the English

show THE AVENGERS?

The first two shows

of this season have been so far below
the quality of original shows that itis -

unbelievable,

We want THE AVENGERS back,

but only in the same form as before,
Who wants seconderate when first-rate
has been proved available™

This letter, apoearing in TV Guide
a few weeks after the second season of
THE AVENGERS had begun, undeubtedly
éxpressed the feelings of many AVENGURS
fans to the second series of the show
seen in this country, It wasn't that
the overall quality of the show had
dropped drastically, but there was a
general feeling of disapoointment with
the second season as compared to the
first. After briefly considering the
history of the series as seen in this
country, I'd like to outline what were,
at least for me, some of the rsasons
for this disaprointment,

After enormous success in Britain
and many other countries around the
world, THE AVENGERS finally made their
first appearance on U,Se TV in 1966 as
a sammer replacement and immediately
won the unswerving admiration of thoue
sands of stateside viewers, Before the
summer was over, a sizable adult eulb
had grown up around the show and when
it was ammounced that the series would
not be returning in the Fall, ABC was
literally swamped with indignant
letters demanding that the show be rew
turned, In light of this response (amd
talcing into consideration the fact that
the show only cost them §70-%80,000 per
episode, or about half ¢f whal a Hollye
wood series would cost), ABC agreed to
return the show at the halfeway point
of the new season (referred to by the
network as their "second season® or,
as we know it, the wave of replacements
for their Fall flops)e ABC announced
that they would be tgoing all out to
help build an audience for THE AVENGERS ,®
One executive admitted, *I hope we can
keop ity Ttls my favorite,"

S0, from what looked like certain
def'eat, we suddenly won the oprortunity
to ses a brand new series (a pattern we
were to see repeated the following
year), The starting date for the new
series was antounced as just after the
new year and (big time at lasti) the

(25}

‘show wag to be in colour this time

around, AVENGERS fandom readied ite
self for what promised to be the best
series yeb.

Right from the first episode
("From Venus With Love") however, it
was obvious that there had been some
changes madey The keynote for owr
response to many of the changes came
with the shock at seeing the subtitles
in the pre=credits sequence (Do you
remember them? "Steed is shot full of
holes, Emma Sees Starst, Shades of
BATMANY )e

Shortly thereafter we were sube
Jected to the cloying cutemmss of the
IMrs, Peel = Welre Neoded" epigraph
(the AVENGERS answer to the batsigmal?),
Personally, I got sick of sceirg "Mrs,
Peel = Welre Needed" after about three
weeksy it certainly in no way commared
to the variety of elever ways in which
the team arrived on the scene of the
crime in the first season, And then
there was the disproportionate amount
of footagae given over to bilg close=ups
of BEyma (as if one had to be forced to
notice that Diana Rigg was a2 Béautiful
woman), Well, it was ettty cbviows
that the powers-thatebe at ABFC dddn't
fsel) they could rely on the cult to
pull them through another season, They
had a success on their hands and they
were determined to considate that
success by attempting to widen the
apoeal of the show,

0f the number of reasons for our
disappointment with the second season,
this was perhaps the most distraessing
to many fans « to think thet our show
would have to resert to this ploy used
by so many TV series in this countyys
Not that THE AVENGERS wasn'b already
commercially concocted bub there was a
certain integrity 4n a show that took
a popular contemporary dramatic fam
(iece = the spy mellerethriller) and
decided to spoof the whole concept
in iks own very distinctive and



stylish mamer, There was no need to
abandon all hope however - the denomirie
ator still wasn!t that low,

The obvious visible chenge in the
new series, of course, was that it was
in colour, With the increasing demand
for colour programming on U.5, TV,
tha series was literally forced to
adopt production in colowr in order to
meke the stateside sale, This is not
the place to go into a detailed tech-
nical discussion on the differences of
the teciniques of filming in colour as
opncsed to black and white, but suffw
ico it to say that there are differe
ences e

¥hile many of these differences
in the visnal ouality would ot be
con~ciously noticed by the -general
audicire, vther are plainly obvious,
Fer one thing, the light levels re-
quired for colouwr photopraphy are much
higner than those necessary for black
ard vhite, Also, while unrelieved,
b1 ight, high~icey lighting and glossy
colours may be fine for musicals, come
edies and so on, they can work against
the mood required for suswensers,
crine mell=rs and that i1l%, Consege
verrtly, vhen new directors of photow
grapay joined the show to hendle the
recuirenants of filming far colour,
mucih of the stylization of the first
black and white serics gave way to a
conventionality of nhotographic
aporoacie The images became brighter,
slick and glossy (i.es ~ the episodes
phetographed by Wilkkie Cooper and
Erness Steward) and were only oCCasse
jonally relieved by the "pizmzazaV of
Alon Fumets visuals (he phetographed
only six of last season!s si xteen
episodes), Hume was not afraid to
sacrifice bright, high-key colours-for
suspenseful, law<key lighting, and,
not surmrisingly, the episodes Alan
Hume photographed were amongst the very
best ("The Living Dead", "The Wing=d
Avengert, "The Correct Way To Kill",
"Epis", and perhass the best of lest
seasonls episodes, "The Joker"), If
welre going to get old school studio,
lighting, then use i} melodramatically,
T saya

And whilst some viewers may have
enioyed seeing Emma's fashions and
211 vhe action in coleur, I have
alwavs beon rather repulsed by the
quality of colour emanating from TV

o-ta mwnmndays. fwnd as forr colour (™51

L

fidelitye.ee Well, all this is a
result of the present undeveloped state
of colovr TV and, this, is the fault
of your receiver and not owr show,

While the first season's shows had
seripts by a wide variety of writers
including Roger Marshall, Tony Williame
son, Robert Banks Stewart, Malcolm
Hulke, Philip Levene, John Lucarctti
argd Brian Clemens, the second season
gsaw half of its scripbts coming from
one writer, Philip Levene, whose only
distinguishing characteristic seems to
be a @ edilection for word-plays (in
"The See=lhrough Man", for instance,
we gob lines like "I see through that"
or "I111 disapnear now" or "He hasn't
been seen,' ) which evcke proans as
often as laughs, O©Of the remaining
eight enisocdes, six of the scripts
were writbten by Associate Producer and
Story Editor, Brian Clemens, Predict—
ably, these shous were among the very
best = the aforementiocned "The Living -
Dead, "The Correct Way To Kill", "Epic",
and "The Joker' were all writhen by
Clemens, Being either originals or
short story adaptetions, The diversity
A8 writers working on the first series
rovided for a weekly invigoration of
TH: AVENGERS formula that was sadly
lzeliing in the second series.

There were also small structwral
differences in the second seasonlts
episodes that worked against the show,
For instance, the {irst season's
episodes alimys ended with omr triume
phant hero and hercine joking zbout
the dangers they had just blithely
sailed through and, as the theme music
rose, they wonld travel (one'way ar
another) off into the sumset, the end
credits following, This provided a
neat 1little coda (visually as well as
aurally) for each episode, The second
season, however, would see each episode
conclude something like thist Steed
and Mrs, Peel, at show's end, finally
had the villain at their mecy and
vould rocesd to thrash him soundly
for his evildoings -~ fade to comnel=
cial —= return to see our triuvmphans
duo make some witty comment on-their
recently finished exploits and, at
the end of this segment, we would
leave them both laughing ( this was
painfully e¢lose to a pattern set by
too many of our own situztion com~
adies) =~ fad to another cormercial
= —~ Lhen robwn agein o the final



credits, Besides dropping the whole
1deg of the "affmintowthewsunset" endm
irg, it was terribly didjointed structe
urally and provided none of the lrinetic
culmination of the first seasonls endw
:.LngS.

Iikewise, the stylized animabed
credits of the first season were re=
placed by somewhat more convenitional
live action and pixilation { i.ee =
animation of live actors ) technigues
in a main title sequence that was obw
viously designed for color ( of,, the
big close=up of the red rose in Steed's
lapel),

Another factor contributing to the
distingnishable drop in quality and one
that I think most viewers were unawars
of was the fact that the series was
ruming so close to its delivery date
that two episodes were shot simltane
eously throughout most of the second
seas0on,. Since sach one-=hour show takes
two weeks to shwot, a "double-rroducte
ion 1line" was put into effect to meed
the weekly delivery date, And this
hectic state of affairs often threate
ened to become worse as a result of
contractual negotiations with the
Writers Guild of Great Britain at one
timey at another time, the entire orode
uetion crew at ABFC!s Elstree 3tudios
threatened to strike, Iuckily, things
were ironed out so that both the write
ing and the nroduction contimed,-

Thess production necessities,
hawever, undoubtedly accounted for the
fact thet the second series was. much
mora Ystudio=bound! than the first,
The second season saw the first use of
process photography (i.ee = rear
screen projection, ete, )} and more than

On this side, a photo of Pat MacNee &
his latést feame cohort, Linda
Thorson, On the other side, reade

one similabted oubdoor set (these are
always dead giveeawzys by sourd quale
ity alone), In this sense, the phony
look of the yprocess photogravhy and
the studio artificiality of the second
season compared very unfavourably with
the greater realism of the first
season!s on=location shooting,

Besides all this, can you imagine
somg of the stories MacNee and Rigg
would be able to tell about shooting
two episodes simultaneousiy?

So, it seems that it was a cane
bination of front office decisiors to
widen the appeal of the show combined
with the necessity of the "double
production line" and the photographic
requirements for fiiming in colour
that contributed to the slight drop
in gquality from the first season to
the second,”

For me, the original black and
white series remins the "Golden Age"
of THE AVINGERS,

=gary crovduse

PICT[RE F IOU WILL... -e

NEW LEADING LADY, the lovely Limda
Thorson repleces Diam Rigg on The
Avangers beglming Wednesday-at
7:30, Pelly On Ch&nnels 7’ 11, ]3 in
colote Patrick-MacNee is still on
hand, of course, as John Peel,

=5an Francisco Examiner
TV section; pege 13
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A white sports car careens down the dirt réad, it turns off ibs lights and

speeds off a side roads A dark ecar speeds sty

ahead,

The white car pulls up before a stately manor hourse,
wounded man hes Jimnied the frerch’windows obene

its two drivers peering-intently
In minutes, a badly
Inside, he places a packet of

paprrs insids a red treasure chesit, nlaces the money back on top and picks up an

invitation Lrofi Lthe desk,

Hsammihiie, the tyo in the dark car have realized their mistake and return on

the route they had balkeri,

In the manor house, the wounded man has remclosed the treasure chest and signe

ed Steedls name and address on one of the invitations,

«{EAD MAN'S TREASUREm

(Scene: Steed's apartment, The
deorbell rings‘and Steed, in smoking
jacket ard tie, opens it and finds a
lovely surprise on his doorsteép)s

Mrs. Peels "Good Evening, Steed}V

Steeds "Tifs 3:30 in the morning

Mrse Peels "Good Morning, Steed,

I thought weld have a party (She enters)s

Steeds (Looking cut the window )t I'm
expecting visitors."

Mrse Peel: {Begimming to open a
bottle of bubbly afber inspecting the
labelWMOoooh, Perhaps T'm intrudingeee™

T Steed: (SmilingMYoulre not intrude
inge" “(Looks worriedly out the window
again}e

lrse Peel: "Ttve Jjust come from an
Embassy Jjunket M

SteedsThe rattle of Ambassadorizl
decorationsg!

Mrse Peels M"Tha drone of speeches,
A1l oroceeding ab the pace of an infirm
gravely debihilated, very old snail,V

(The bubbly is open, and seating
herself, she allows Steed to pour her a
Blass)y

Mreae Peels: "why the midnight vigil?

Steeds "Itm expecting Bobby Darnvers,!t

Mrse Peel: "Here? Whatts he couve
lering#

Steed: M"Some very top secret papers
from you know where,®

Mrs, Peels: %Hot stuffm

Steeds "I¥ve laid ocut my asbestos
gloves," (Checking the scene outside
ot e more)s “He should have been here
tuo hours ago « &

“{Outside the white car spibs to a
sbepy and the wounded man staggers towards
#1 Tenfrnd him the dark car pulls up and
ene of the men takes aiim with his gung
Bul his companion stops hing) (29)

For this ISgeee

A very edited-rendition of the
original show, transcribed from
tape by = Dennis Kawickiw

Alexs: "Wait} He hasnit gat the
boxs He must have ditched it on the
way herslt

Carls "And now hels going into
Steed!s placel

Alex: tWelve got to know whabts
going on in there, Carl}l Welve got Lo
know whatts being said}®

Mrse Peels "But if it were an '
ordinary delay he would have telephoned,
surely?

Steeds "Not necessarily, Personal
conbaet only, That!s one of the rules
of the game, Now if Danvers = = = «f

(A ringing of the bell, Steed
answers it and Bobby Danvers (Rio
Fanning) stumbles ines Steed eases him
into an easy chaire Mrs, Peel goes for
a first-aid kit, Gasping far his last
breaths, Danvers speaks,)

Danverss "oocoheess 1They didn'iese
get the bOX e .T. e S‘beed. .‘.th_d it.
I hid it closely on the trail s..e.hid
It essetrreasure chest,eseaicd treasure
chesty! (Danvers expires and Steed
shalkes his head negatively at Mg, Feels
Unbekrnownst to them there is a contact
mike attached Yo one of the glass panels
of the doorts sides NoWaess)

Carl {Neil McCarthy)s"eGob ite?
Should be loud and clear = M

(Alex turns up the gain on a porte
able radio set,)

Steed: "It doesn't make sensel He
hid it in the Red Treasure Chashift

‘Mrse Peel: "That doeszntt tell us
muche! (Cut back to the apartment)e

{Nexy morning the both of them are
poring over maps and charts,)

Mrse Peel: "How did he arrive in
the country? (Doorbell rings),



(Steed answePs the doorbell and an
anonynous voice askss) "Mr, Steedf -
There!s a registered parcel for you, Sirs"

Steeds (Shaking the parcel) "How are
we doing™

Peel: "Not very well, Even if he
cams here direct it still means 35 miles
of country road," (Stesd throws the pare
cel behind him onto the easy chair),
"Aren'!t you going to open it™M

Steed: "T know what it is M

Mrse Peol: "Iead weights for your
diving boota?™

Steed: "Rock cakes from my auntie
penelope " (He picks up a lebtter and
opens it, Inspecting it closely, he
begins to read 1t aloud), "“George Benw
stead reguests the presence of Mp, John
Steed at his annuwal ocar rally, Annual °
car rallYa..ese" (Steed looks thoughtful),

Mrs, Peogl: George Benstead, Whots
he™ (Steed inspects the dirtied envelowe
pe carefilly), ‘

Steeds “"I've no idea, but there's a
(Noticing the bleodstaing)e
Mrs, Peel: "For the treasure chest?™
Steed: (Crossing to the bloodied
portal of his apartment) "And herels
Danver!s fingerprintslt® (They compare
the fingerprints to those on the envelops,
then cross back to the maps.) "The start
is at High Pines, Edingtong"

Mrse Peel:(Poking a spot on the map),

UThatts about fifteen miles from here,!
- *
{(Steed and Mrse Pesl arrive at the
stately manor house we saw before at night
and knocks They are greeted by a short,
fat, balding butler who accapts Steedls

key.il

invitational card and glves them entrance,)

Bates (Ivar Dean)s: "This way ~ - sir
~ madame, Mr, Benstead 4s waiting for
you,t (He escorts them to a remarkable
room, Maps of famous raeing courses line
the walls, a giant movie screen occupies
the entire far wall and the center of the
room is dominated by a glant dtationary
racing car. The din is terrific, as the
man in the cocknit makes his driving
match the film being shown on the scresn -
that of some one of the racing courses in
England, probably Broome, He completes
another lap and then Bates brings the
dial back to zaro, and helps unstrap the
driver, He emerges, shedding helmet and
lowering goggles to his chest, Taking
off his gloves to shake hands, a small
balding gentleman is thus presented,)

Bates: "A Mr, Steed and Guest,.!

George Benstead (Arthur ILowe)s "Steed
= how good of you to come, Forgive me,y’
but T can remember Just where it was we
mots (Shaking hands,)

Steed: "May I introduce Mrse Peel.!
(Shaking hands with Mrs, Peel.,)

Mrs, Pesl ¥How do you dogt

Bensteads "How do you do, my dear,"
(Steed begins examining the stationary
racing car and Benstead admirss other
objects of beauty in the area,)

8teeds "What a beauty"

Bensteads: "Ch, I do agreel"

S%eeds "Marvellous chassis,!

Benstead:"Well, I wouldn!t be quite
so bold as to say that,"

Steéed: WHer suspensionts pretiy
complex, too)" .

Benstead: "Eh? ©Oh, Oh, that,
Thatts a simlator, All controls are
geared to the film, One mistake and a
bell rings,t

Mrse Peel: "You mean youlve cracked
up.“

Benstead: "Metaphorically speaking,
yes," (Looking eagerly at Mrs, Peel)s
"Would you care for-a run?"

Mrse Peel: "Oh, no, thank you very
mich, Steed’s the one who likes the big .
toys," (Benstead rubs his hands,)

Benstead: Y0Oh, capital] Splendid]"

Steeds {Letting himself be coaxed),
“well’ sssse L mnan® (Eas:’mg himself
towards the auto,)

Bensteads: (As Steed eases himself
inte the cockpit and begins to fasten in),
" A hehahe=hah I

tSteed: "Fits me like a glovell

Bensteads (Beginning to turn on the
speed dial on the board) "I'1l adjust the
lap speed at about halfeway, Shall we~
say =~ = olghty miles an hour ~ = until
you get used teo it

Steed: (Above the roar of the motor),
"T think Bobbyt'd enjoy this "

Bensteads "Bobby?"

Steed: "Bobby Danversge.ssHe obviocus
8ly was a friend of yourgasesa"

Benstead: (Becoming excited) "Watch
that corner, It!s very tricky, TYou get
into a four wheel drift there and youl!vd
had iti" (Ad he says that, Steed makes
a skid and he surprisedly yelps with
sudden and unexpected pain,)

Steed: "Therels something wrong with
your electiielt -

Benstead: "Oh, no, itis no jimmy,

I forgot to warn you, When you make a
mistake, you also get a very mild electre
1c shock,"

Steed: "Oh, I see,t

Benstead: "Gingers npe up no end,
shg® (Mrse Peel barely coubrols her
laughter as Steed jumps again at the
sound of the bell.g

Steeds "End is rightjt
Bensteads "Quite an experience, eh?®



Bteeds "Electrifylngt

(Seed gventually extricates himself’
from the entralls of the shooking device,
ard iz invited to a Ypit stop" by Benw
stead, They leave the simulator room,
and on the way Steed barely nods to Mrs,
Pael Lo leave the groupe Lotking very
casual about the whole thing, Mrs, Pesl
separates after looking around, and goes
for a likely looking door, She enters =
and’ finds more than a mere room, A tall -
man, face covered with a nylon «hose mask,
i3 going through Benstead's desk, He
freezes for a moment, then races for the
open French windows, WMrse Pesl literale
1y tackles him and in what amounts to a
throwing match = throwing sach cther aw
bout the room = the burglar manages to
throw Mrs, Peel onto a souch which tips
and momentarily pins her underneath,
Squirming out from under, Mrs, Peal ob=
serves the vidlain put a grab on one of
the invitations to the car rally and run
out’the windowss Sic Transit Opvortuns
ity, says the éxpression on Mrs, Pseltls
face, Outside, the burglar - Carl =
whips off the hose and meets Alex (who is
played by Edwin Richfield).

Alex: "Did you get them®™

Garlz“only JuStu Mise Peel ju.mmd
(Alex laughs at this,)

Alexs Mrse, Pesl Jumped you?

Carl: "Yeah, you didn't see her,

She really and truly is emenclpated, is

that oney" (Inside the house, a crowd
13 beginning to gather in the "pit stop!
room, Mrse Peel sidles in and offwhande
edly mentionse) :

Mrse Peel: "Well, there!s no sign of
the famous treasure chest, bul welre in
ths right places I ran into trouble.
Someone was ransacking Bensteadls study

Steed: "They get anything?h

Miise Peel: "Not so far as I could
nake out, A couple of invitations.
Blank ones," (Steed looks around at the
o in 2 new way)s

Alexs "I4111 bé easy enocugh to hide
out in this crowds Tt provides 2 pere
fect covery" (Alex and Carl are already
inside the #plt stop" tiying hard te
look inconspicuous,) "Helps to confuse
thingss Besides, we hold the ace, We
imow the oppesition.! (Babes enters the
room and stands on the running board of
the antique Rolls Royce in the center,)

Batess A1l right, ladlies and gentle~
men, if jyou will give me your attention,
plsase,” (The crowd hushes a bit), "It
15 now time to draw for partners,"

Steeds (Stepping forward) "Partners

ne .ll

T

partners,” (Outside a seene of some
forbedeing takes places a2 man just parke
ing his auto iz glugged from behind =
and his invitation is taken,)

Bates: "Mre Gearge Townsend,.elliss
Margaret Brady." (Two people pair off),
Miss Penelone Blaine,.e Miss Penelope
Blaine??? (A blond thing runs into the
room at this point,)

Penelope Blaine{Valerie Van Ost):
"Herel Terribly sorry, I'm late, dare
ling, I had such terrible trouble with
my clutch controlt

Bates: "™Miss Blainee.eyoutll be
accompanying Mre John Steed,t

Penmy:"0h? Who!s John Steed,®

Stesd: (Stepping forward), "Here."

Penny: (Brightening)"Oh? Darlingi
Youtre with med* (She enthuses over
Steed and Mrs, Pesl gives them both z
pair of very fumny and mastly amsed
looks as this interchange takes place).
"T'm so glad, Because you remind me so
mich of dear David,n

Steed: "David®

Ponny: "My fiancees"

Steeds (Bagerly) "Oh, in that case
perhaps ¥ should step aside and let you
and your fiarcee be partners,"

Perny: (Iaughing) "Oh, don't be
gillyl David!s deadl] Poor dear fsll
Into a buzz«saw, He was terribly fond
of carpentry (Steed wiggles uncom~
fortably, like an unhappy worm on a hook
ard Mrse Peel is enjoying this whole
scene intensely), "Oh, derlingeses" (And
Parny runs off te talk to some other
friends she espied).

Steed: "I've got to wriggle out of
this somehow,!

Mrs, Peel: "Hmmmmm, We can?t be
chaging off around the countiyside,"

Steed: "No, yould better stay here
and search,® (At this point a moderate
oly handsome scrt comes over to the pair
and askss:)

Mike Clovin (Neil McCarthy)s "Mrs.
Poolees? It seems they've laid us off
together, (Shaking hands), Ohs I'm
Clovin, Majar Mike Clovin."

Mrse Pesl: "How do you do,"

Clovin: "You look & keen navigate
ing ty‘pe.“

Mrs, Peels 91 do?™

Clovin: “Yes, And I mean to make
it clear right now, I mean te¢ win this
treasure hnt "

Steed: "Treasure mnt

Penny i3 "Well, of course] You meas
to tell me you don!t know? Itls a par
rally combined with a treasure mmmt,

Batess ¥Certainly, Sir, driving (31) Splendid fun. Clues gecattered all along
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do Inow where “the tredsurets hidden... Lo
ad Tho pate’ of v1lainssseadito

" fogsther.

that I can't & - fianc
e hemopten and that whirling tt
L whatever you uali if., totrced a,ga_

: ‘, ~ Blasier® . g

";.'(Qﬂié‘lﬂ cut back to steed and Pmny .;

_ gl‘ﬂrthiréfiameehadacarlﬂem‘
s | *sigbr- “Poor HaroldM . v ,

I was thraw—e man, Cross channel switimer, Apd cos -

Anspecting the slightly sgorched body \
Benstead,- Hearing the voices of €
‘and Bates, ha yuns for the &ther de@n)
’ S‘Beeé* “‘..M Bm 1@11? in
{Scene is now the p:rb stop. mom,}

seussion,’

 Alex: “Benstend} - Daadi“
c&?.l% “I@Qtt. I
A.lsx."’mb I dlan's temgh hm ﬁﬂ
:-u m Aidnttsgpdt S e .
‘Carls "And T° M’tl" SR
 Alexs Yeaht B
S DarlyWihe dldm - '(staed. pezawdas

17, being. |

Bates starts the raes, giving each |
stating 4o b

CNOWe

m Ontaide, on’ si@amh
lﬁ-it‘ rinte” fea' their aut,ea Steed with

1gine, Mray: Poel wi:thﬁ:e' m* i

partners.assigned to them and ﬁdm e:'i'ﬁ

We are now treated to soms

_wery vew and very nide backgrovnd m:aie

for the race, soisthing difij\ara‘m“h Mm >

'the taped ssgments. of lauwrie Jalmann

| musicsl seore that has labely been the - ’ :

--usual thing far "The -Avengersty S'beed L

'ia driﬁ.ﬂg, Fm 45 st his smaitl)) e
‘Peririys "You kmw, therals sm&@g : i

va'y Panl about you.* - (Stesd lToeks ab -

I‘Hr ques‘h:.onirgly ): “Faul. _My seecmd

By air. : Poppe& up gm0 .

Stheeds "Bid fm aom dmm again;" T “‘
" Pennys "Vebry rapidly st (Alex and Y
Gm‘l read $heir olues. whilst driving 50
"Alefy Wishahahaha al. mt was the .
ﬁrs‘b clue?" . y G
. Carlr Wk mlﬁs ab m:h eringd -

‘Btisdt "The veulbs at. gﬁ.thér‘-_':"" 0.
Perny: HThatfa what ib's

S‘beed: Gfapoldpr . - LT
Pemiy: “Hy thgrd: f:hamee. A. d:bvina S

ey he had this really supsr tdeai swim‘ P
At Both wWaySies.sinderwiterd ﬁsigiﬁ
Poﬂr\Hanold. He sinply had no Bansa--'af

d:l.reetien." (Ab'_-iahig pgiﬁ$ 5 oad




Steeds "Tb's a short skirteces I
mean it's a short cuty® (Alex and Carl
gkid onto the road, Carl looking behind-
them for any pursuing cars,)

Alexs"Short cut, Should put us a
good ten mimuites of the otherse! (To
punctuate his werds, Clovin's Mercedes,”
and Steed!s Bentley appear in front of
them and other cars appear in the distane
ce behind,)

Carl: "Any more good ideas?

Mrs, Peel: (Obsbrving ths pack bew
hind them) "So much for the short cut,"
(Tn quiek succession the ears pull up at
a deserted-looking pub. The pub is the
n"Vaults! and the village is Mithering,)
"Well, this is the vaults at Mithering,*

Penny: "The pank vaults, do you
think?® (Everyone is searehing high and
lew far the next clue,) "HNow that wouldw
n't be a nreblem if we had Dear Albert
here,!

Steeds YPiancee numbelgase ™

Penny$ "Four,.,. Or was it number
five., Anyway, Albert was always blowing
things up. Went all over the world just
demolishiag Things."

Steed: "ITs that so?t

Alexs "It must mean somebhingi®

Carl: "Letts try over here,"

Penny: The last thing he blew up
wag a bridge, Bnly he was so absente
minded, poor thing, Poor Albert.....
He set the charges and theheese Forget
to get off. (Steed points up at the
pub sign and tells Pennys)

Stead:"See what!s on that signe"
(She does, and sbviously finds somethinge
Beckoning Steed over, lMra, Peel also
races over, OSeeing this, Alex tells his
partner, Carls,.)

Alexs"Getinto the cary® (He him=
self races aver to the sign as well,
Stesd and Clevin start sooner, but Carl
cuts off their exits until Alex is able
to jump back inte their own auto, Then
they speed off, the oihers follewing
very quickly after,)

Carl: "Wetre ahead now,"

Adpxe "And I'm going to make sure
that we stay ahead," (He exhibits very
proudly a mumber of chunis of woods,.&
studded through the wosd are nailsf) 'I
shall maKe Sul'@essss.the next fast :° _ °
Stretche" (They reach a long stretch of
road and Alex begins throwing out the
1logs of nails, shtewing them by the doz=
ens behind them,) "Well, this is itJ
Bombs away)l Hahahahahahahal”(Clevinls
big Mercedes rears up and somehow or
obher manages to avoid most of the cleds

hamﬂ.essly &Sideooo-)
Mrse, Pesls U"Look OCublf..Luckyi"
Cloving "I doubt if anyone else
wmﬂ-‘\\ L
"~ Mrs, PeelsVYes, but don!t you think

" wWe 5houldaes.

Clovin: "We haventt got timell (And
follewing right behind them 1S.se)

Penny: “Laock outd" (Steed manages
tm run the gauntlet as well, stemring
and skidding down the streteh,) M"Well,
that reminds me of the bobsled yun I did
with Heray ‘the Fifth."

Steeds "Henry the Fifthz?7?

Parmys "My fifth, I was throwm
cfea¥,..s But poor Hemry.,.. But he
really should have been wearing a crash
helmst, don't you think?™ (Looking behind
her when they hear the sounds of a car
crashing behind them,) "I 52Y¥ees OOME=
onels awfully keen on winndng, aren't
they?™ (And in the car ahead,..)

Mrs, Peel: "Another short cut?™

Clovin: "This one's more reliable,
It should put us zbout five minutes a=
head of anyone else, (Leocking up at
a Sign up ahead,..} "By the time I'm
finished 1% may be more than five min-
utesJ" (He stops the car just pas a
erass-reads and runs back, ,.and then we
see the sign pointing o Swingingdale
moved so that it points instead down the
other direction. The "Vaults" clue, by
the v)fay was¢ "Swingingdale, Get A Move
On.!l

Mrse. Peel: "Winner's tacticas™

Clovins "BY hQOk.Q-C"

Mrs, Peel: ",..0r by crookil” (be=
hind them the infamous pair of Carl and
Alex make their presence knowne They
also come to the crossroadSess)

Carls "Anything™

Alex:"Not a thing,"

Carls® "Then welre still ahead.ses"
(Spotting the sign) "Hold 4it" (He
quiekly jumps out...and we once more see
the sign to Swingingdale being moveds.e
so that it now points in the correct
directionl) "Rightl That should upset
somebody." (And enward breezes the 127
Bantley..«through the crossroads and on
down the reoad to Swingingdale! And on
the road away from Swingingdale,... Alex
And Carl find another sighe..pointing
the other way towards Swingingdalel)

Alex: "Fooll

Carls: "Well,..some mist have changsd
that other sign before we got therel
(Stunned look on face,) "Somebodies
cheatinf] Well, it's not myesed

Alexs (Exasperated)No, no, take

of booby-trapped wood, bumping the 1'65?..,1 that roadf” (And at ol T i sl ousss)
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. continue' to rush dom the roads and byw ;g goode ¥ :
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ants in_the rally,) ' i1, 18's. suppesed b be luckyd ¢
. Pernys ®Tes, I've elways, been fan- . (They zoar off in the Bentley imhot
oimated "@? men of m‘ﬁibn-  Men wi{'.h_ ga% ... parsuit,) "rhey canth. be far ahea&."
- up andogoet - ! steeds “New A only w8 soulfeve
-+ Steedy’ “Sounds as . th nmt of . m.ml the treagure® L
o thm hm gotie' WK aﬁlwm?i" m'd tm_ - Penngy YWell,, they ean*t get fw-l S
T ennys "Yes, well, I've- bt o Ib‘l&gﬂ?&ﬂ their- petre.l,“ o IR
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o Pﬂﬁ' of pistelss) ' "Clevin: "Itts a farm ari vighte .
M&*Wﬂ,ﬂﬁswmmm Mtwcrmtopefthishiﬂn""'
t-her euppasltica.n . { (33) L MiS, Pﬁglynnmm m W
- Permys "“S*'”dm“ [ Cthgomhamd T L




Blovins "Noe Not a thing in sight,
Welre way ahesad of the fisld, All over
the road ! (They ride off and are soon at
the farm,)

Mrse Peels: "Where do we startm

Clovins *T dont't know., TYour guess
1s as good as mine," (They spot a few
barrels painted with arrows on top, the
arrows peinting-to a barm structure,
They get inside, and the place is stuffw
ed to the top with barrels,) "Barrels
of fune 1I'11 start here, You try ths
other routes, (Mrs, ¥eel is rumaging
along the barrels when she notices an
antique and useless shotgun nailed to
the wall,)

Mrs, Peel: "Barrels of fing....!
{What she doesn't know is that Bates the
Butler had arrived, As she removed s
slip of paper from the barrels of tha
scattergun, Bates came into the barn,
armed with a very usable scattergun, and
was mugged from behindl)

Mrse Peel: {Reading) "Back at my
place, What a shocking place...To hide
the treasure} " (Turning back %o the -
center of the barn, yelling far Mike,
she vomes across a pair of shoes,..abi=
ached to the prostrate Bates,) "Mike}
Mikel WMikel MikGeesee

(The badly battered Bates managed
to convey to Mrss Peol the facts that
he had been slugged by Mike Clovin,

And more than that, that Bates had seen
Clovin shoot at Steed but moments agoe
He begged her to get the treasure, to
mrevent Clovin from getting it, She
agreed to do so, Driving furilously, she
soon arrived at the maner house in Mikd
Clovin's Mercedes, Dashing out and up
the front steps she is halted shortese
The trunk has lifted up and there is the
phony Major Cloving,.pistol in hand, and
poimted right at Mrs, Peel,)

"Nice bit of driving, Mrse Peel,
Bates wouldntt tell me where the treas-
ure wagd, Maybe you will,"

Parny: (They too had discovered the
mrone Bates back at Tree-Top Farm, He
had directed them back to the manor
house,; and they were on their way now.)
"Youtre such a splendid driver, Almast
as good as Edward, M

Steeds "Another fiances™

Penny: "He went off on safari, He
went to bag a rhinoccerous, Ile.ebagged.
«»ohimi Heeheaheshes,.," (Back at the
House, things are getting a 1ittle bit
sbickys Mrs. Peel has been handeuffed
to the steering wheel of the simlator
car, Clovin turns to the speed indicat~

oo dial and turns the machine on, )

()

Clovin: "You are being stubboern,
Mrs, Pewl. (He turns the speed up a
bit,) Unfortumate, You see, I have-
n't much time, No time for finesse,
or gentle persuasion, The final clue,
Mrse, Peel, You will tell me the final
clue]? {(The unfamillar auto carcers
off the "road"of the film, Mrs, Peel
reels with the electric shock trans-
mitted to her. Clovin comes back to
the machine and leans over the cocke
pit of the auto,) "Better concentrate
on the road, lMrs, Peel{" (He deliber-
ately jerks the wheel to the side,
producing another shock, whipping the
hoad of Mrs, Peel down with the shock.)
" Just a mild shock, Mrs, Peel] Noth~
ing to worry about," (He returns to
tho speed dial,) "“Lel!s push the
speed up, shall we?™ (He does so, and
erosses Lo the other cubbyhole, and
twists the dial there to a higher
rmmbers) "And increasse tha voltagel
The next shack wont't bé so pldagarbih

(Cut back to the Bentley, as Perny
and Steed race back towards the maner
house, Pemny looks bshind them and...)

Pennys: "I hate to tell you, but
that opposition that you lostees? (Bo=
hind them speeds the two heavies, Alex
and Cart, in hot pursuit.l)

Mre Pael: "I keep telling youl
There's mothing here to interest yoult
(Clovin 33 grimacing at Mrs, Peel, his
face but inches from her, the rear of
the simlator f£illing the room.)

Clovin: "Oh, come on now, Mrs.
Peell T have no loyalilas, I sell to
the highest bidder. I keep my ears to
the ground. My eyes open, When I saw
you and Steed go off on a treasure hunt
with two of the opposition in pursuit
tailing you,.s Then Eherels got to be
something in it for med" (Fer a brief
Second Mrs, Peel makes a grab for the
gun with her free hand, But as she
grabs the pistol, the simulator swerves
of f the track-and throws her into a2
1iteral spasm, tearing her away from her
almost achieved prizes Clovin gets a
very dirty look on his face and strides
back to the speed board,) "It!s chvw
iously not going fast enoughd The
final clew, Mrs, Peelf What is itl"
(Back on the road where Steed and Pemny
are being followed cloS€l¥esos)

Pennys: "Theylre gainingl® (As tle
two cars syerve down the road, we
back to the simlator room. The film
rushes by at appalling speeds, Jer every
fibre mist now go into reacting to the

gcens on tha screen, By the dlale..)
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clcvin “’I.‘a:lkt" (ﬂa mas hey

~ ence moré with vhe pistol.)

Wrse Pesls "What aboutt- Tha ’
weather?® (The £ilm blurs ahd whines, .
the romr besomes subsonie in intensity
23 she despara‘&é]y mnau\mrs the aiml- _'-
atar.&

pleasent for jou very soon now, Mra.

 Peodld" {ind back on the roadess) .

Alext (As their ear oomes. naarer and
nearer the Bentley, he pulls a gin and
preparea to aim it ) ""Now on bhe righti

Get up alongside them} On the gidel

' 0n the sideft (And despite desperate .

nmaneuvering by Steed, the bronza auto
finally makes &t alangaide thm. Tha

pistol is raise&...o)

Permyyy YRoad hoged - {And now bagi:as':-

a turmmsbont, ‘As S‘beed tr:las to sbay on

the road ard maybe push Alex and Carl
off, Pénny Teaches behind into ths back
seat and eomes up with a btroom] She
reaches ont with the broom and starty

gwatting Carl,..whe is driving,,.and the .

pistolmwielding Alex, A swabt,ss Another

. sPat] Thems.. A4 shot] An astounded

ook on Alex's faae as Carlls sert of
tarns to perridge and he slumps forwdard,, '
ARlex Ind shot Capl by mistekel The aute’!
carcens out of contrel, Alex trying
desperately to control the machina ay
it races off the r02deees _
' A erash, shattering glass, Steed |

* gtops the Bentley and. Teverses baek %o |

the scone ¢f the accident, He Jeaps ot

-she is, snd reaches the prostrate forms
of Carl and Mlex. The cer is upside
dowm hy a tree, Alex &s clear of the car,
another hand droops from underensath, .
A'quigk cheok, and Steed slowly shakes _~
bis head over both of ‘l;hem‘ Back at
the housSese)

- Olovin: "Wheve is 1tmm (Ha goos

' $o the other room and hoosts the voltagé

sontiol all the smay over %o the other
WaYessit is now very definitely inthe
letlial zone.) "My patiemne -is wea.rim
thin, Hrs, Peell Itfs all or nathing
aow]

mrs. Peels (ﬂJinging deap&mf.s]y L 2
-the'wheel, ‘she has ne room for mistakes -

now, ndne at all,” One sound of the bell, -

one skid inbo the grass and shetll be
bettar basted than a southemn fried ohicks -

-8n.) Tt will be nothing 1f you kill mef¥ .

Clovin: "I'm a gawbler. 'I play the

longoddsi (Breathing. dn her face once

more, ho cotments loudly over the desfamn-

. ing viprations of the engime,,.) "Ho room .

o amm.m.a..)

" of the oar, motioming Pemy to stay where

'\ good 2 164"

hopaless at mechanical thi

T

 slip.! One mistakel Tell me'where 1t

*4g and you're fresl” (Oubside, the

badly Battered Bentley arrives finally = -

et the door of the manor house, 3%‘6&:;
‘1ithely leaps oub of the Bentley, end
h&‘t&ll& Pamy.u) x

. . Steed: "You stay baret“‘ (He rmng
lovin: "This is gotlng te VBI? nee m +he house, )
: ‘Penngy®Ohi - Be eai'eﬂ}il 53 donre .

. werd to lose you tood" .

" Steeds (Turning s momewt et the
daar). W¥outre right, Ietls just
* gbay good friendsl' < (Bub she cannot
Just eit in the car, and so she Isaves .
it also md teads fom' ‘the door, Ingis
Steed approaches the moise of the s.‘m-

ulitor room, Hevwwsilyopmi%ﬁ

and pecks inside, viewing the embire
ﬁm.-ithﬁ Smtal‘, the p&a‘hal, thﬁ
ohvious douvble danger ef* elec;l;ricution

Clovine ring of the new’

- thmeat to Bim hezmﬁ..;) "irs, Poeld

You do realize that in a fow momsmbe
‘you' will likely have dled®™

(4t which moment Steed thrcws hime
 self upon Olovin, They wrestiile for

£

the gun, itgoaaslsiminginto%m o
v‘alta.g& cortrol roam, They ran for ib,
' 4% 1s kicked imbte the plb stop rooms .
‘Tt 8 lost gsomewhere in the room, Now
Clovin and Steed get dowm to the ﬁa*hia-
. euffs 4n dead earnest, Whosver wins .
this' fight wins move than a monentts
peace} Inside the simlator room the
dear Permy finally manages to find the

- macabre sceta and goes over to talk. tﬁ ‘_- s

- the busy Mrg, Peoll
$ 1 "I say, you'g'e &dilly

Mrs, Peels "Switch it offy, .
Swj.boh it off I . (Penny goas over to
the dial and bagins to durn it dewn,
. the speed of the film afd the rear of

" the engine slowly dropping down the

“well of nmoise % had created, loaving -
the subsonies until it nears a stop».}
Pennys "I warn you, I'm s:tm?lgd
: #
indeed it soems Lhat she ks, The cay
begins to come to a stop, When ?mm’
leaves the dial and nears H::-s. Poel
she cries  a warning.) _
#Hon't touch med® (But new an
- entiirely, new and unexpected danger pro=
gents itself, The dial- hak- gonte all
the way arcund aid now the begiming
. beoories the end,..bthe £1lm iy in reve"
ersel The roar slowly cdipbs-onse
more, the film rates backwars, the roar

" of the auteo fills the room, Hra. Pasl

for' error fivwe Tpu ean't afford tme (3?}” hﬁ,ata é%'psmte.]y e at,ti;e siaeerﬂeﬂe

. L._.' -

-

R
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wheel, for the danger is now even greate
ar than 1t was before} Pemny runs back
to the dlal and tries turning it, but
the result is nil as the speed and the
roar builds and builds, The dial turns
2s a broken beast, the auto sirmlator
bearing Mrs, Peel ¢loser and clossr to
her (gaspf) £inal endinge...?)

Pennys: Y“It's noo good, It jusbt
keeps going round and round,” {And in
the "pit stop" room the fight continues,
A slammer blow to the head, a kick to
the body and Steed slides underenath
the automcbile there, Clovin pulls him
out desperately, intending to finish the
job and make his getawaye..bub Steed has
been faking) A single powerful blow and
Clovin flies back and back,..into the
"petrol tanks" of alecholic tynes, They
topple over and Clovin drops,..and stays
dropned, Steed very hannily grins at
the sight. Inside the simulator rotmye..

The film races, the roar fills the
air, Pemny is frantic, not knowing what
to do and Mrse Peel just simply has no
time to lose her cool, In walks the
Jaunty Steed, unperturbed by the unnat-
ural scene, & bottle of wine in his hand,
a casual pace to his feeteses)

Steods "Itve just been introduced
to a2 new variety from Rheims,"

Mrs, Peell "Steed] The volbage
contrQl..;"

Steeds "The voltage control?

Mrs, Peel: "Yes, the voltage cone
trol!

Steeds
ected it,"

Mrse Peel: (So shocked she lets go
the wheel), "Youlve WHAT??7" (As she
says this, the wheel spins over and the
bell rins and keeps ringing, and no very
singed Mrs. Exma Peel resulits, so she
very disgustedly spins the wheel from
side to side again,) "Hah}"

Steeds “Each grape individually
crushed,” (He reaches behind the dial
board and turns somethings The roar and
the £ilm very aquickly drops to next to
nothing and disappears altogether,)

Permy:"So that!s how you do it}
(Steed then easily opens the handcuffs
with a key nroduced from the orone body
of Clovin and helps the Peel of Stesl
to her feet.)

Steed: "The custom I believe is to
1oact the glarious wvicters" (So saying
Le wons the cork and liberally wets
wein tlue two glasses he has had in the
sae mard,)

Pennvs "Dut wherefs the treasure?

hoh, That, I've disconne

{38)

Mrs, Peel: (Sitting herself on the
bonnet of the auto,) "Well, the final
clue was, "What a sheeking place, to
hid the treasure,"V" (Steed pekes about
the auto,)

Steeds "What a shocking place.se
to hide...the treaswa.o."

Mrse Peels "You're warm, (Steed
moves towards the bonnet,) "Very cold,”
(Back towards the cockpit,) "Getting

warmar, Varmer, Sizzling hotf" (And
Steed leaps onto the seat of the coctk-
pit, 1ifts it cut and pulls out the small
red treasure chest, He puts it uwpon ‘rs.
Peell's lap and bends Yo the task of

Opening it.)
Steeds "Open semamel"
Ponny: "Ohy"

Steeds: "Hah] Treasure chestl" (4
quick leap by Penny, and ooohing to her=
self, she grabs the thousand guinses and
leaps for the door, She kisses Steed on
the cheek on the way out and Steed and
Mrs, Peel have to laugh at her,)

Hbeed: "Finders keepersi"® (He
pulls out the envelopes Danvers had not
80 long ago secreted thers,)

Mrs, Peel: "Consolation prizel®

- & - »* -

(Scene: once more Steed!s aparte-
mentes Mrs, Peel leaps through the deor,
¢lad in a fetching green silk thing,)

Mrs, Peel: t"Steeesd? Steed???™
(The roar is back] In hearterending
fullwvolume sound, the roar of the sime
ulator omce more £ills the room with
itt's presencey Mrs, Pecl crirges back
against the portal in Instant alarmeues
and Steed enters, shaving himself with
an electric razor, which is the object
giving off the roar,)

Steeds" latest thing,.
ally powerful motor,"

Mrs, Peel: "Excepbionally. Do you
have to pass a test to use it? Bit
noisy isn't it (She isunheard over th
the roar of the engine.,) "I said,..
it!s a bit,,.{cut out) NOISY, ISWIT IT?"

"Steeds "You can't have economy
and silence. 5000 shaves to'the gallon,
one million whisker service, only omce
a year, fast on the straights, nipny on
the curves, four forward speeds and &
reverse," Mrs, Peol: "Reverse? What
on earth does reverse do™ Steeds"iell
now that youfve come to mention it, I
haven't the faintest idea,...! Mrs.

Peel: Mo, Reverses.." (And she applies

the razor to her face. Steed returns.)

Steed: "Are you ready then, Mrs, Peol?"
Mrse Peel has 2 moustacheeasse

An exceptione



T N




=« w Being a conbimiation of sarts of a rather splotehy listing in #3 of the
Avengers shows seen on the American networks, Though far from completely
sorrected or filled out, the listings of shows I learn about eontimie %o
grow and grow, Rabther %ha.n attempt to perform the neareimpmssible feat
of a Truly Complete Listing of A2l The Avengers Shows or somssuch, I am
pefforming the uwmemorable service of simply ringing the 1isting up to
date, First, a %m listing of the old Honor BlackmansCathy Gale shows
seon in Canada, No es or order of appearande is givem, and in most
cases only the most rudimentery mention of additional character actars and
aclresses, Much less that imparfant matier of who was the Director, script
writer, film edibor and-so forth,

Alas, Nonetheless, bere 1s the partial listing,

. * - - . -

S1gd 4 e o o » ffearge Iittle
Julie PO Y G‘t-lendo]m Watts
Dre Tarrante v o o s s o ¢« ¢ o

RCONSPIRACY OF STLENCEY

Steed has been marked for death by
the Mafia, Catly Joins a cireus Geoffrey Palmer

to £ind out why, Steeds Patrick Miss Quist ¢ « ¢ Anne Godfrey
MacNes, Cathy: Honor Blackman, - # - i

Carlﬂ .'.-.'. . @ -RObert Riﬁtty
RickiQ_. * @ .'. . Sandra Dorne
TeITy » o ¢« ¢ o » o o John Chnxrch
JaMesS o ¢ o 8 » 0 o Artro Morris

WINPERCRIME®

Cathy joins the inbtermational organe
ization " Intercrime™ to uncover the
crime cartells top-level leadsr=
ship, Steeds Patrick MacVee,
Pabhys Honar Blackman, (60 min,)
Felder ¢ ¢ o » o oKemneth J, Warren
MOSB o o » » v » ¢ & oilan Browning
Palmer s ¢ 0 s o8 ODOI'IﬂldWBbS'bBI‘
Manning 4 « o o s & o oPatrick Holt
Hi].daS'bem.. .« ® ..JtﬂieArnall

o % =

PTHE WUTSHELIN

Steed and Cathy search for a thief
who stole a topwsecret code,
Steeds Patrick MacNee, Cathys
Horior Blackman, (60 min,)

- i e

- B -

"PHE GOLDEN FLERCEM
ODEATH DISPATCH®
Steed searches for the "Golden
Fleece" and a modern Jason with
some very questionsble associates,
Steeds Patrick MacNee, Cathy:
Honor Blaclaan, (60 min,)
Captain Jasomn ¢ » o & oWarren Mitchell

Steed and Cathy travel to Argentine
to find how an apparently imocent
diplamtic pouch has triggered a
mirder, Steeds Patrick MaclNee,
Cathy: Honer Blaclaman, (60 mine)
Miquel Roas 4 ¢ ¢ » oRichard Warner

- E- J L

- L3 3
"THS MAN WITH TWO SHADOWS®
e . RBRIEF F(R MURDER"
e~18 Steedy who 18 trying to une
ccver a gang speolalizing in prode

ucing "doubles" of men with
seourity clearances, Steed: Pate
1ick MavNee, Cathys Honor Blacke
mane (60 min,) ~
Codon , o e ¢ » s oDaniel Moynthen
Curmiing® o » o o o » +PH1lip Anthony
BoroWwskl « « o o a ¢ o Terence Lodge
Charles ¢ e o » « Faul WhitsuneJones

Rudis 5 4 & » » « » Douglas Robinson {3

Steed asks two talented attormeys to
Plan a perfect c¢rime « = « the murder
of Mrs, Cathy Galg, ((Edita' e this
was the one where, for a fee, thes¢
two attorneys wnuid provide you with
the pmrfect defense far a crime you
wished to connn:l‘b...if you fOllt‘I\Tai
their instructions implicibly when
you actually performed the foul dma:
you wishod o camdt,)) Steed:
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Steeds Pabrick MacNee, Cathys

Cathy: Honor Blaclkman,
Honor Blackman, (60 min,)

Dlae o » o ¢ & » Janine Gray
Young Man, ¢ e « Kenneth Colley

bl L -

- L -

"DEATH A' JA CARTE"
"THE GRANDEUR THAT WAS ROMEM
In an abtempt to prevent the mure

derof-a visibing Middle Bastern
ruler, Steed becomes a chef in a
Hotel, ©Steeds Patrick MacNes,

Cathy: Honor Blackman, (60 min,)

Steed and Cathy uncover the bizarre
plot of a latierwday Caesar «» =
complete with olive leafshnd toga
who plans to rebuild the Roman

Emir Abdulla Akaba, o Henry Soskin
Mellor. s & ® & ¥ Raobert James
Tuciens, ¢ « « o Gordon Rellings

Empire, Hets going to poison the
world through his fertilizer facte
ory and rebuild with his coharts,

Dr, Spenters o o« o oP2ul Dawkins Steed: Patrick MacNee, Cathy:
Unbertoes « s« & @ David Nettheim Honor Blackman, (60 min,)
Arbuthroty & o » o o Ken Parry Brunde ¢ o s o o affugh Burden
MBI'O'U.S. " & = » @ sdohn Flinb
= e - Octavia. * & = @ .COlet'toB Wilde
"PROPELIANT 23® ES ¥* -

The man delivering a new rocket NTHE UNDERTAKERS!

fuel from China is murdered and

his fuel sample sbolen, Steed: Steed and Cathy gd underground to

Patrick MacNee, Cabthy: Honor investigate a mysterious rest home

Blackmen, {60 min,) for aging millionaires, Steed:
Jules Meyere «» Xrederick Schiller Patrick MacNee, Cathy: Honor

Blackman, {60 min,)

- 4% -» Madden. s * & e &

s Patrick Holbt

NWHITE DWARF® - * -

Steed and Cathy search for the
mrrderer of a famous astronomer,
Steeds Patrick MaclNee, Cathy:
Honer Blaclmean, (60 min,)
Maxwell Barker, jGeorge A, Cooper
Cartwright, + o « Philip Latham
Henry Barkers o o oPeter Copley
Johnsone o o @ .- .' Bill Na@'
Rahin. ¢ @& & * & @ Panl Anil
Pref, Richters o« » oKeith Pyold
Minister., o » Danial Thorndike

WTHE DEATH OF A BATMAM

seedraws Steed and Cathy into some
dangerous high finance, ((Editar -
T might add here that the batman
referred to sbove is the British
colliqualism for personal servant
bhther than that inept ®Caped Cruse
adaxr® we all got so tired of =so
vary quicklys)) Steed: Patrick
MacNee, Cathy: Honor Blackman,
John Wrightson, . « o David Burke
Eric van Dorens ¢ o« <Philip Madoc
lady Cynthia, o o JKaty Greemvood

- E-3 -

"DON'T LOOK BEHIND®

Cathy?s weekeand in the country
turns into a nightmare, ((BEde = -
Theugh the basic idea is the same,
T undet'stand the treatment bew
tween this and "The Jokers'" was
quite a good deal differente It
is also the story referred to in
NBS & NOTES, the "As We See Tt¢
column fyrom TV Guide I reminted
there,)) Steeds Patrick Ma.cNee.(hn)

- L2 -

NTHE SELI=OUT"

Tharets an informer in the organiz~
ation = « and Steed is the mrime
suspect, Steedt Patrick MacNee,
Cathys Honor Blackman, ((Editer »~
this is the one where Cathy Gals
braimrashes Steed to convinecs him
that he isn't 2 traitor,))

I, Martin Kings ¢ « Jon Rellason



Fraser, « « » o Michael Mellinger
5 Har‘-"ey. 2 sy " 9. .F rank Gabtliff
Onewlwelvees o o o o ATGhur Hewlett
Monsiewr Holarnd, « « Carleton Hobbs

Gurmane o » o » o @& ooborm Durr
Lilian Harveys o o o ofinne Godfrey
JUdYe v « o o o o oGillian Muir
WorkiieNe o = # = » oRichard Klee

Policemanes e o o Anthony Blackshaw

- #* -
"RUTID A BETTER MOUSEFRAP

Someone is mysteriously jJamming the
mechanical and electrical equipment
near an atomic research plant,
Steed: Patrick MacNee, Cabhy:
Honor Blackman, (60 min,)
Colonel Weskeres o« o o o Joln Tate
Ermynirudes « o e olNora Nicholson
Cynthize, » e e o ¢ Abhena Seyler

- 3 -

"THE MAURITIUS PENNY

A rare stamp leads Steed and Cathy
to a band of censpirators, Steed:
Patrick MacNee, Cabhy: Honor
Blackman, (60 min,)
Lord Matierley, s o Richard Vernon
Goodchilds o o & « Philip Guard
Gerald Shelleys o+ o David langton
Brome o » & s o oilfred Burke
Lorry Driver. o« o o oEdwin Brown
Maitlerds o« « o BEdward Jewesbury
Burkée o« » s » o o Alsn Rolfe
Miss Power's o « « o Deliz Corris
Sheila Grays, « s o Sylvia Langova

- - -

XKILIFR WHALEM

Cathy takes over the management of

a baxer. Stesd: Patrick Maclee,

Cathy: Honor Blackman, (60 min,)
Joey Frazer. ., Kenneth Farrington
Panchos o o » o aFPatrick Magee

- * -
*NOVIIMEFR FIVEN

Steed investigates ths surder of a

newly-elscted member of Parliamert I
who had threatened to expose a sece
urity scandal, Cathy rmuns for the

now vacant seat in Parliament,

Steods Patrick MacNee, Cathys
Honor Blackman, (60 min.)

Michael Dyters e« e s o oGary Hope

- i =

NSHCOND STIGHI™

While Steed gropes around in the
dark, Catiy brings to light a
millionairets secret, Steedt Pate
rick MacNee, Cathy: Honor Blaclonans
(60 min,)

Dreq Vilnery « o o » o Steven Scott

w 3 =

And that, my friends and compatriots
in mellow grouping, is the listing thus
far, As 1s obvious, twenty-seven shows
doesn!t nohow noways make three years
worth of Cathy Gale episodes. But, for
what it is worth, this is just what it
purports to bes A partial listings As
2 base upon which to build, it is to be
hoped that I will in time be able to pub
a complste listing,

Anyens oub there in England care to
duck down te the local main library and
go through their back issuwes of TV TIMES
or wvhatever?

I'm W&itinga

All the above, by the way, is courw
tesy of Philip Je Currie, a kinl Canade
ian soul of great warmth and intellige
ence (he reads EN GARDE, therefore QFD.)e

He also mrovided some of the folldiie
ing addendum to last season'!s black~ande
white shows,

As you all know we only saw 22 out
of 26 blackeandmwhite filmed episodes,

Herewith the following,

- * © -
WSIIENT DUSTY

Steed investigates crop failuwres in
an English county and learns that
a mysterious helicopter is spreads
ing a very strange kind of fertilize
er ofer the farm lands, Steed:
Patrick MacNee, Emmas: Diana Rigg,
((Editer e this is dhe one where’
Mrs, Peel got whipped by Mellors,
one of the baddies, and 1t was a
bit too raw for the British cansorsy
so they cut the whipping scenme out
of the final product,.)) (60 min,)
Omrode o« o o o Hllliamfrarkiyn



Juggings « o+ o o o Jask Watson
Mellorse e« o o Conrad Phillips
Crofte « o o o o Norman Bird

- 4% -
THONEY FOR THE FRINCEM
To protect an oil rish Arabian
prince from assassination, Emma
disguises herself as an exotic
dancing girl, HEmmas Diana Rige,
Steeds Patrick MaclNee, (68min,)

Ponsonbthopklrk. *
Prince 411, o+ & e
Arkadie o o o o
Vincents, o« o o

» Ron Moody
Zia Mohyeddin
Jeorge Pastell
JRoland Curram

- 4% -
"A TOUCH OF BRIMSTONEM

Steed and Emma attempt to foll a
plot to assassinate three mrime
ministers in England for diplome
atic reasons, «In which Steed
Joins the Hellfire Club = and
Emma. Yecomes a Queen of Sing’

Seript by Brian Clemens,
Directed by James Hill, Emma:
Diana Rigg, Steed: Patrick Mace
Vees {60 ming)

John, C&I’tn%fo‘ 'Y

Tord Darcys o o
Sarae ¢« e & »
Horacte o o =«

Reoger Winthiope o
Willy Frante o o
Tubby Bunne "« ‘o o
Kartovskie o o o
Pier'rSa o ¢ » o o

Big Mane o o ¢ o o
Huge Many o o o o @

o Peter Wyngerde
o Colin Jeavons
‘Carol Cleveland
s Rabert Cawdron
Michael Iatimer
s Jeremy Young
‘s Bill Wallis
o Steve Plytas
o£1%5 Thomas
AL Joind
Bill Reed

- #* -

whhis one is untiblede
~anyone out thers have the title?=

Stead and Erma investigate a
geries of murders which have
pccurred in freak rainstorms,
Steeds Patrick MacNee, Emmas
Diana Rigg, (60 min,)

Jonahs o ¢« e o o oNoel Purcell
Dry, Sturm, o o ¢ o 4Albert Lieven

L] * [ ]

Se rmuah for the info regarding the
Pirst seasone, As mentioned &n the last

of NEWS & NOTES, I have some hopes of
obtaining a really complete listing of
sach and every show with all creditse
If such becomes possible, It might be
printed up as a "Specialt, available
fer money or the usual, and will be=
come (of course) a sor'l:. of "Bible" for
those viewing re-runs. But to contin-
ue into the Second Season of MrspePesl
and Steed,

If youtll recall, "ESCAPE IN
TDME vas never listed in the telly
ecredits, ABC saw fit to review and
correct that error the date of July
17, 1968 by rewruming it, Why they
re=run that partiecular episode and no
other from the second season's shows,
and why they did that and why they
stopped from showing us some of the une
viewed episodes from last year, all of
this remains a mystery. Presumsbly
ABC has been inflicted with ths now
standard contract which states that
purchase of a "Season" still means a
premium in $$$$ must be paid for each
original show run through the network
nili, That is, a down payment is made
on a‘certain nmumber of seriss shovs,
Then, an additional payment must bs
coughed up for esach show from that
seagon, As well as guaranteeing to
air thuseandwbhus many of the shows
from-each contract unit (season)s
Thus, to air any of the yeteunaired
Emma Peelers would ecost ABC money. To
air old ones practically nothing at
all.

But why one from last season? If
the Diana Rigg are ever so much popular
than the Linda Thorson shows (and I
presume they are), they could have run
the rest of the sumer with reeruns
from last year and ending in September
with the "FORGET=MEWKNOT! eplsodeseand
the next show would be ths Fall Praniow
re of the all«Tara King seasons

Probably some bright lad finally
me reuaded the Powers That Be in ABC to
air Linda Thc:rsonﬂ‘au:'a King as much as
possible before the beginning of the
September Premiere, to "break her in"
before the viewing publice

But with the Convention Season now
upon us, the airwaves are quite cluttere
ed up with political braimwaves and very
few of the six Tara King shows will be
alred before the Fremiere, In that cas¢
the question comes, why run an Emma Peel
show from last season at alid Rather,
they should have had the re-yun-of the
"FORGET ME-~KNOT" 2 week earlier, and

vput that week to use boosting Tara Kinge



The minds of TV Execs passeth all
understanding, Viva Pablol
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Strength Through Chaosi Viva Pablol
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But leb us list "ESCAPE IN TIMER,
ESCAFE IN TIME

Steed and Brma fear that quite a
number of wealbthy oriminals are
sscaping through time, Steed:
Patrick MacNeeo, Fmmaz Dilana Rigg,
(60 min.)

Thysséne s o e ¢ s oPober Bowles
Claphame o s » o CGeoffrey Bayldon
Vesta. . le - " @& » Judy Parfitt
Anjali.. Al o..8 el 'Imogene Hassell
SWeene'y’. ’ . ’ » ) ™ ' * ’ ™ Edward Caddiek
Parker's o o o s o «NicholasSmith
Tubby Vincents ¢ o o o Roger Booth
Josince e s o ¢ « Richard Montez
Paxton. . - ’ 'y ] ® . * ® ] .Glifford Earl
Mitchelle » ¢ & s o Rocky Taylor

= 3 -

And now... The Th&?d Seagon,
Most of the Diana “igg/Frma Peel shows
have already been listed in EN GARDE #3,
So0, unless additional information has
come my way I shall simply 1list name,
any new info, and date of re=srun, For °
the last two Diana Rigg/Fmma Peel shows,
and for the Linda Thorson/rara King
shows (never listed in EG #3), as comm
plete a listing as possible will be
made. Please bear with me, the fault
is not with your receiveresse

RMISSION: HIGHLY IMPROBABLEM
Corrections: Bob Jones is Supervisor,
not Supervising Film Editor,

Supervising Editor is Peter Tannw
ar, Film Editcr is Lionel Selwyn,
(And have any of you been noticing any
of Licnel Selwynt!s work on THE FRIS-
ONER?) :

Premieres: Januvary 10, 158

Reruns May 15th, 1568

] +* -
THE. POSITIVE=NEGATIVE MAN

Again, Bob-Jones 4s Supervisor of
Production, rather than Supervising
Film Editor, Film Editor this

time was Tony Palk,

January 17, 1968 -
Rerun: May 29th, 168

- * -

¥4 HAVE JUST BEEN MURDERED

Camera Operator was Tony White,

Jamuary 2L, 1968

Reruns June 12, 1968,
(originally scheduled for June S,
this program was pulled by ABC and
replaced with "Deed Man's Treasure!
for airing that night, Why? Bob
Kennedy had just been shot very
early that morming and somsone in
ABC thought it would be in somewhat
poor taste to show that particular
ghow after such a sad event, U“WFBI"
pulled a show that Sunday on snipers
and a few other shows pulled schedw
wled programs that week, for which
ecne wit noted that toning down
violence on the telly then was scmem
what analogous to locking the barn
door after the equins specimen had
already vacated the premises,)

- ¥* -

WDEATH!S DOORM

Additions Camera Operator was
James Bowdene (A few poople have
asked how some of thse “dreanf!
photography was accomplished, Tt
1s really very simple.eeyou just
rib some wageline arourd the edges
of your camera lens, and Presto}
Instant hazymonethemedges photom
graphys )

Jamary 3lst, 1968
Rerunt July 10, 1958

- 3* -
"MURDERSVTLLE"

Correction: As befores, Bob Janes
1s Supsrviser of Production, not
Film Editor or Supervisor, Film
Editar this time wasLionel Selwyne
Special Effects was by Peter
Tanner,

February 7, 1968

Rerun: June 19, 1968
(A number of psople have commented om
the re-use of the same village soend
on both the above and "Troasure! o)



AREYTURN OF THE CYBERNAUTSM

Four scienbists, kidnapped by a
eybernaut (robet) are forced to
create a device of revenge, that
destroys the will, Steed and
Erma invesbigate, only to find
thet they!re the intended victims
of a man bent on revenging t
death of his brother, 3
Directed by Robert Day,
Seripted by Philip Levens, Bob -
Jones was Production Supervisor, °
Photography was by Ernest Steward,
Film Bditor was Lionel Selwyn,
Camera Operator was Jimes Bowdens
Steed: Patrick MaclVee, Ermas Diana
Rigg. (60 min.)

Beresforde « o o « oPober Cushing

Bensenle ¢ & o e offoderick Jaeger

Cybernauty o o « o Terry Richards
alsn: Charles Tingwell and Fulton
Mackay as two of the scientists,

February 21st, 1968
RBruns July 3, 1968

* - ¥

"THE $50,000 BREAKFAST
Directed by Robert Day, Seript by
Robert Marshall from a short story
by Jeremy Scott and Robert Mare
shall, -FPhotography by Ernest
Steward, Special Effects by Peter
Tam}er.

flovelrs e« o s o o Cscil Parker
Miss Pegrame o ¢ @ I0lande Turner
Sir James Arnall, s e David Langton
MrS.-RhOdGSQ .. ] .‘ "Pauline Delarw

JudYe s o @ .". ¢ Anneke Wills
Ministere, « e e e Cardew Robinson
First Assistant, o 4 ¢ Eric Woofe

February 28, 1968 -
Rerunt June’26, 1968

- k-3 -

IDFEAD MAN®S TREASUREM

The Avengers race across the Enge
lish countryside in a treasurs
hunt fer high stakess The treasure
containg topesscret papers hidden
there by a dying agent, Now the
Avengers must win the car rally in
order to reach the hiding place of
the papers befors the Other Side

Mike. !' s 8 & o s
PonYs o o o o
AleXy o o o o o
Carly s o« o o » »

doese But who is the third party?

Directed by Sidney Haysrs, Script
by Michael Winder, Fhotography by
Ermst Steward, Film Editor is Tony
Palk, Camera Operator is James Bowden,
Steeds Patrick MacNee, Emmag Diana
Rigge (60 min,)

oNeorman Bowler
o oValerie Van Ost

o Bdwin Richfield
oNeil McCarthy

toorge Benstead, o+ o« ¢+ JArbhar Lowas
BateSe o ¢ @ & o e o oIvor Dean
Bobby Danversy, ¢ » » o BRio Faming
Miss Peabod:,r. s o e » ¢ Permy Bird

March 13, 1968

Reruns June 5, 1968
(Though Iawrie Johnsonls musical
scares for most recent AVENGERS
have tended to be just bits of
general taped music « (i.ce, &
“ghase “sequence,” a "fight seqe
uencel, ote,) = bhe produced same
vary appropriate and lovely music
for the erossecountry rides in
this showand made it very nearly
my most welleloved show of this
seasohe A really original script
by Michael Winder and large sege
ments of outdoor locatiosn photows
graphy helped immensely, though
it made the "process® shots =
(ie8¢ = Steed and Penny riding in
the Bentley, on screen behind them
the obviousness of the photographed
background was rather painful) =
look even more awkward,)

- ) -

YFORCGET s} EeKNOT™

}

This episode shapes up as the haile
andmfarewsll effort, Viewers kiss
Erma - Peel goodbye and welcome Tara
King, who replaces her as Steedls
crime=fighting partner, The action
centers around an amnesiasinducirg
drug which can be shot from a gun =
and is resultirg in a growing
number of agents who don't know who
they are, Unfortunately the drug
iy in the wrong hands,

Directed by James ("Born
Free) Hill, Script by Brian
Clemense, Photography by Gilbert
Taylor, Film Editor was Lionel
Selwyn,

Meking his first appearance
in the show is the character of



"Mothert , played by Patrick Newelle
(60 min.)

Sean Mortimer, o o
Simon Filsona e s o eJeremy Burnham
George Burfon, o o « o Jereny Young
Karle o o o » & o o o Alan Lake

March 20th, 1968 -

Rerun: July 2k, 168
(Jeremy Young was the equally Maaad
Professor Assslstant to Christopher
Iee in the "NEVER, NEVIR SAY DIEM
enisode last year, Patrick Newsll
played Sir George Collins
in "SOMETHING MASTY IN THE NURSERY",
where he got 2apped by a druge
treated Baby Bouncer Ball,)

ePatrick Kavanagh

- &% w

WINVASTON CF THE EARTHMENW!

Steed and his new erime~fighting
partner Tara King imvestigate the
ominous Alpha Academy, where a
fanaticzal Beadmaster is training
youbths for the future domination
of space, _'

Directed by Don Sharp, Seript
by Terry Nation, Exscutive In
Charge of Production, Gordon L.’T,
Seott, Consultant to the Series,
Julian Wintle, Fhotography by
Gilbert Taylor, Film Editor is
Lionel Selwyne Miss Thorson's
costumes by Harvey Goulde Steed:
Patrick MacNee. Taras Linda
Tharsone (60 min, )

General Brett, o » oWilliam Iucas
Huxtene ‘s o » « Christian Roberts
Emily. W % 8 ® @ e LNCY Fleming
Bassine e o o Christepher Chittell

March 2V, 1958 -
Reruns July 31st, 1968

- % -
"PHE CURIOUS CASE (F THE COUNTLESS CLUESH

Steed comes to the aid of Sir
Artlnr Doyle, a detective but not
quite in the mold of Sherlock
Holmese Sir Doyle is investigating
a peculiar double murder and has
turned up a2 series of clues = doge
ens of them, Clues in profusion
that breed more confusion,

Directed by Don Sharp, Seript,
n

by Philip jevene, Photography by
Gilbert Taylor, Film Editer is
Tionel Selwyna

Steed: Patrick MacNee, Taras
Linda Thorsome. (60 min,)

Barles o Jinthony Bate

L L [ ] L ]
Gardine®s o e e « o Kenneth Cops
Doyles o o o & o o Pater Jones
Flanderse e o » o Edward De Souza

Burgess, e« s+ » o George A, Cooped
Jamice, o« o o & @ @ Tracy' Resd

April 3rd, 1568
{Not yat rerun, Due to the political
sonventions some of the Tara Kings
shows will not be rerun, Hopefully
this ons ard WHAVE GUNS = WILL
HAGGLE" will be seen again, Though
diffuse, "CLUES" and "GUNS® eare
quite easily the best Tara/Thorson
shows %o date.)

- i -

nSPLIT "

Exeuse Britain's secret agents if
theytre feeling slightly insecure,
A traltor has penctrated the Mine
1stry of Top Secret Informations
Steed and Tarats investigation leads
them to a peculiar suspect = a mild
mannered agent who has thd handms
writing of a coldwblooded killer,
The handwriting of an enemy agent
that Steed killed in Berlin in 158,

Directed by Boy Baker. Script
by Brian Clemens, Photography by
Gilbert Taylor, 2nd Unit Photo=
graphy by Jimmy Harvey, Filim
FEditer is Lionel Selwyn.

Steeds Patrick Maolee, Tarat
Linda Thorson. (60 min,)

Haryy Mercer's o o
Lerd Barnes, e @

¢ Maurice Good
s NMigel Davenport

Peter Roockey o s » gdulian Glover
Dry Constantine, o o+ Bermrd Archer
Hinnelle ¢ o o oGeorge G, Heller

Swindine o+ o JChyistopher Benjamin
Petrae o o o o o oJ2yne Sofiane
Kartovskie o o ¢ o o5toven Seott

April 19, 1968

- % -

R GET el wdA Y

Getaway is preoissly what two enemy



agentbs have done « from an escapes
roof prison opsrated as a monastm
ery. How they did it is literally
out: of sights Steed and Tara dise
cover that the pair had - and curre
ently still have = tha uncanny
abiliby to make thermselves invise
ibles And what is Alligator Vodka?
Steeds Pabrick MacNee, Tara~ Linda
Thorson, (60 min,)

Directed by Don Sharp, Seript
by Philip Levene, Phobography by
Gilbert Taylor,

Colonsl JameSe. '« « » o Andrew Kelr
EBdOI'f. ¢ & 8 8 & @ Peter Bowles
Baxtere o o o o o oWilliam Wilde

Lieutenant E&wards .« o
Dodgees o o o o =

Bryants e s a o eJ2mes Belchamber
Magmise o @« = & @« sBarry Linehan
George Neville, o o Torence Lengdon
I.ub:l.n. e ® & @ | . : .Rober'b Russell
Rogtoves e o e o e Vincend Harding

Michael Elwryn
o Peter Bayliss

(Peter Bowles, who played Exdorf
here is also the one (sans mouste
ache )who - played Thyssen in YESCAPE
IN TIME", by the way.)

%

And *

WHAVE GUNS = WILL HAGGLEY

The Avengers become involved in a
undgue auction of topwsecret aubom
matic riflese Rifles Just stolen
from the British Army Experimental
Station, Steed entersg the rifle
raffle &0 head off the ambitious-
of ficial of a new African nation,
who needs guns for a coup dletat,
Tara becomes a secondary prize for
the highest bidder, Steed: Pabrick
Maclesy Tarag Linda Thorson,s
Dirgcted by Ray Austin. Story
and Seript by Donald James, FPholoms
graphy by Jimmy Harvey, B.3.C.

Colonel Nsongle o e o dJobnny Sekka
Adriana, . o ¢ = -4 Kicola Padgett
Comrade & & s = e edonathan Burn
Biles. oROYy Stewart

L] [ ] L] * *

- +* -

YIO00K « (STOP ME IF YOU'VE HEARD THIS'
ONE =) ~ IT$S ABOUT THESE TWO FELLOWS 4e"

Ther directors of a construction
firm arw being bigzarrely murdered one
after the other, Among the confusing

, Dovm With Neilsen Ratings.

cluass an sversize Pootprint, a
¢lovn mask and a nobte left in a’pile
of thousands of seribbled jokesy
and a magic wand, Steed and Tara
racs through Clowm Copyright Offe
ices and Gag Writers to f£ind the
mirderers before therels no one
left to run the vital construction
firme Steeds Patrick Maclee.
Tapas Tinda Thorson., (60 ming)

Directed by James Hill,e
Seript by Demis Spoonere Photow
graphy by Gilbert Taylor,

Merry Maxie Martine o o Jimmy Jewel
JenningSe o e » o Julian Chagrin
MarcuSe o o e« » o olfohn Cleese

« Bernard Cribbins
s William Kendall
John Woodvine

Mariere, o » o
Dessingtone o &
Seagraves s s o @

- " -

Though no news has been received as
yet as to just what the next season's
scripts will be, it is to be hoped that
there will be more original scripts - by
a larger selection of writers, James
Hill, the director, has strangely enough
infused a certain amount of originality
back into the photography itself, despite
the rather obviousness of the studio sets
they are working withe

There will be some difference also
in that at least a few of the episodes
will be partially shot “on location® in
Europes Probably all interiors will cons
timie to be shot at la Studio interiors,

It will be the first time abroad
for "The Avengers" as a telly showe

Also, T did mention in my listing of
the Second SeFTes (167) that Frank Belle

amy (a cartoonist of some note in Jolly
Blight.y) did the cartoon work for “The
Winged Avenger" eplsodee

Alsoy "The Avengers® remains slotted
for 7:3® Monday evenirmgs, up against NEC
and itts "Rowan And Martin ILaughwIn", a
rather blueworiented(but really very tame
and purile)comedy varisty show, Simce
PRowan And Martis? are aiming (according
to the Neilsen!s) for the teenagers and
young adults, that means that essentially
beth shows are aiming for the sams aude
ience, Unless"Rowan And Martin® becoms
passe this year, "The Avengers" could
suffer from being ‘lined up against a
block«buster show, STAR TREK being up
against a first=run TV movie being in
somewhat a similar situation, Wabtch the’
i Laddn Neilsen's folks,,.for troublse
Viva Pablol






Being as usual veriouvs elipnings, comments, notices snd latest information,
Iet us begin with a few of the notices I left out of last issue's NEWS % NOTES

concerning the changeover in ferme leads,

As usual, most of the reviewers all
seemed to have a most unusual nobion of
what "The Avengers" was all about,

USURIRISE O TAVENGERS ™ « AP

Wednesday night on "The Avengers of
ABC, a surprise came in the very final
moments of the weekly adventure of
John Steed and Mrs, Emma Peel, Through
all thess seascons of summer replace-
ments, it was understood that the
swinging Mrs. Peel was a footloose if
not exactly fancy free widow,

Thursday night, her Imsband turned
UP»

Instead of being dead in a plane
erash, he was lost all these years in
the jungle.  So, Mrs. Peel, a little
regretfully, went cbediently off to the
joys of housewifery - and Miss Bianna
((sic)) Riggs, who played the part,
was on her way back to the stage and
movies.

The episode was concerned mostly
with shooting people with a drug pellst
that nroduced amnesia and with lots of
fights, but it did introduce the new
girl in Steedls life, :

She is a very pretty, wide-oyed
brunette named Linda Thorsen and plays
an agent named Tara Kinge She demofmw
strated at the outget that she is alw
most as good at handeto~hand fighting
ag Mrs, Peel,

Fans of the droll series undoubte
edly will take the switch=aver in
stride. The show is remaerkeable in the
way it makes the most vicious evile
deing and prolonged slug fests seem
part of a smwrightly little comedy.*

- M e

Dianna Riggs indead. Humph,

As for the "going obediently back
to the joys of housewiferya.e I am
afraid that I cammot undar any circume
stances of any sort conceive of Mrs.
I'eel or "¥iss Dianna Riges" doing anye~
thing but just exactly what they want
to do. Mrs. Peel became Mrs, Peel Do
causs she must have had quite a Thing
forr the chap, If he re-gppears she is
also going to go quite gleefully back,
no matber what sort of ties she might
have with John Steed. She would go
back not becanse she wag Peter Peells

(50)

wife, but because she wanted him. IMrse
Peel and Miss Rigg quite cbvicusly have
too good an understanding of prierities
of value in 1life to do anybthing just be=
eause of convention or cusfom,

Also Miss Tara King (Linda Thorson)
13 ancther dark avbuyrn rather than
brunette, by the way. And as for being
as good at hand=to~hand fighting as Mrs.
P%l.... We]_'l., lﬁ‘b e say thatv Mrﬁ.
Peel wasn!t really all that much of a
hand-to-hand fighter,

But herels aobheer idiot.sas

COLOR HER BIACK-AND-BLUE
by Terrence
0'Flaherty
"Perd Splatl Crunchi

Two sneering young bullies In
leather are beabing a young girl with
pistols, branding irons, fists and blow
puns, Down she goes,

Five minutes later the sadists play
a reburn engagement , . . Pow} Splatd
Crunch] + « « Despite a few karate
blows, the lady falls off again and is
hanled off by the neck,

Whatt's this = guerilla warfare on
The Planct Of The Apes? Nopes Jush
the usual Wednesday night childrents
hour entertainment provided by the
American Broadcasting Company at 7:30
Pemy, calied "The Avengers," in black-
and=blue series in the adventure~crime
category ~ any episode of which would
make a fine tPafining film for the
Marquis de Sade,

This week's installment was a
special occassion, They're changing
lady agents, Emma went out and Tara
came in = and my goodness it took a 1ot
of brawling to make the trade.

With the possible exception of
Schweppest Quinine Water, Yardley!s
Soap and The Bsattles, this London=—
made series has been the best known
English import for the past two sea=
sons. It has comstarred Dians Rigg ard
Patrick MacNes as two secret agemts
working for "Mother", the pudgy, wete
lipped agtocrat who runs a crime=ight-
ing organization from a wheel~chair.
Presumably they're on Owr Side,

- 5 4

Miss Rigg plays the departing
Emma, It seems that all the while sha
was being tossed around the studio ard



shoved through plate glass windows

Miss Higg felt unfulfilled as an act-
resse Hor karate skill was increasing

at a fagter rate than her acting teshw
nique and there is no one quite so
restless ag an unfilfilled karate expert,

"If T have to toss one more villain
over my shoulder T think Y111 scream,®
she told me in England last year,

I believe her, Bubt I must admit
I have a tendency to bellieve mgyone who
is as attractlive, intelligent and arte
iculate as Miss Rigg, but I would mte
to Indianetrestls with her,

When Rigg wanted out, the preblem
arose of how to dispese of her characte
er, Mrs, Emna Peel, This i1s an old
scap opara mroblem which "The Avengers"
had faced once before when Honor Blacke
man decided to pull out as MacNeels
original assistent, Cathy Gale.

% % %

As this week's episode pulled inte
the homemstretch I feared they might
dowin Emma just befors the fina) comme
ercial, but, instead, her pilot husband
returned to life miraculously after
belng forced dovm 4in the Amazon Jjungle,

Until this episode‘she had been
known as Mrs, Emma Peel, a fewweiheclw
ing secret agent, whose relationship
with cowagent Steed was always victure
ed as platonie, They fought together,
had dinner together and occasionally -
shared a bottle of champagne together,
but still she called him "Mr, Steed"
and until this wesk?s show he mever
called her anything but "Mrs, Pesli,
However, we al 1 know this dossn't mean
anything anngst the English who are
very stuffy about first names,

They spent 2 let of time in each
other?s digs of course, but who has the
energy for romance at night after
fighting crime all day?

* % s

No sooner had Emma motared awsy
to domesticity, than her replacement
came up the stairs wearing long black
stockings, white drawers and a fur coat,

* PHello, Mrg, Steed, Molher sent
me," she said, “How about a cup of
toa™

Miss Tara King is the new girl's
mmnee She does not have a missing huse
bard in the Amagzon Valley = yet, She's
played by red-haired, blueweyed Linda
Thorson, a 2‘-9‘931\-01(1 Canadian whe
has been studying at London's Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art, She will be

(51}

mre faminine and warm than the ine
domitable Evxnae

Instead of always wrestling with
the villains she will eccassionally
scream for hsalpe

It's the new English ways"

«8an Franciseco Examiner
March 19, 1968=

I might state that I do not much
racall branding irems in the "Fargetelios
Knot" show, I resall afx pistols and a
bit of fancy slugging (including one
fine blow by Tara King with a 20-pound
lead brick in her purse) but no branding
irons,

And they weren?t exactly beating
the young girl, most like the young
woman was ¢clubbering hhem until ons was
able to zap her with the amnesic drug,

Mrse Peel karate skill, so called,
is of course laughabls, But it locked
good, I must admit, But for all the
karate skills, I can think of few people
who exuded sheer feminity more strongly
than Mrs, Peel/Miss Rigg. Idnda
Tharson, unfortunately, has a lorg way
to go yet beoause shels "more feminine®

Also, Felwl was the first time ever
that "Mether® and "The Organdization®
was ever mentioned on the showe And for
fThe Orgariration” to termed a "crimee
fighting organization® seems a 1little
inaccurate considering their obvious
security connections,

I wondar if it was Mothaer who sent
Patrick McCGoohan %o the Village?

Itts hard to mgj-m.oo

N#t hard to imagine is the friendly
attitude at least onghewspaper writer
mst have far the very feminine Miss
Rigg and our elegant telly show,

% IAVENGERS ' SHAKES UP ITS SPY TEAMM

=James Doussard
Ioulsville, Ky.
CouriereJowrnal,
March 22nd, 1968

"And-you see, chaps, Emma Pecl!s lmpe
band, the celebrated air hero, pops
up from Amazonia, So Emma bussed
Stesd on the chesk and drives sway,
Then, in walks this othere.."

The transibion that occurred



Wednesday night in the Britishemade spy
adventure serles "The Avengers " (ARCe
channel 32), Louisville might thus have
been kissed off in some most rroper
London club,

But we Americans are a nosy bunch
and require more details, Emma, of
courss, is Dlam Rigg, the 'v'i.s-adris to
John Steed (Patrick MacNee) in the geriss
that ABC has imported at mld=seasom
three years in a row znd at last has
thought enough of to chalk in as 2
starter for next fall., Good show

QUIr FOR SHAKESPEARE, MOVIE

But Emns, in the person of the lean,
gracefnl, boylshlyefiguwred and modwoute
fitted Miss Rigg, won't be around,
Pityi

She!s quit to go bask to Shakesw
peare andtfo doan English movis called
#The Assasgination Buwrsau',

And so 1t wes Wednesday night, in
the "Porget-Mowknot" episode = the one
in which we bade Emma goodby, And she
bades Steed goodby, with a‘platonie
kiss and a whisper, Steed, erudit and
imperturbable, managed somehow to take
1t 211 veddy, veddy well,

Meanwhile, back at the spy schoel,
as they say in Amerioan versions of this
sart of thriller, a replacemsrt loomed
in the wings « a girl called Tara King,
Lovely, energetic, winsome and all that,
The girl's real name is Linda Thorson,.
Her previous acting experiense is non-
existent,

TWO FROTUCERS QUIT
Afber Miss Rigg said she waB bowe
ing out, two producers in a row quit
during quarrels over what direabion the
show should take next,

The third producer?s deseription
of Miss Tharson is mrobably as geod as
anybody?s, Says Brian Clemens(who also
writes many of the shows)s "She’s
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Sarier, more pemumatic in build, with
a bosom and hipsg 't -

Well, all right, whatever pasumate
ic as regards build, means,

Tar ontoeborn Hiss Therson didn't
really get a chance to show whether her
term or so abt Englamd’s prestigious
Royal Apadeny of Dramatic Art endowed
her with sufficlent acting credentials
to £111 Miss Riggts shoes,

Both wore sweaters Wednesdsy « and
therein Miss Thorson filled suffielently
enoughe But Dlana Rigg, as show business
people supposedly say, is a tough act
to followe Since "The Avengers" has a
somewhat more sophisticated following
than usual, one doubts that Miss Tharson
can gain acceptance merely by the size
of her clothes,

Lirmda Tharson came off in first
viewlng as Just another pretty girle
Diana Rigg, on the other hand, has bew
come somebhing special, a girl whose
appeal and feminity one deesntt exprass
in words or measwements but in wiste
fully vicarious smiles,

Once long ago, a2 fellow named Die
Maggio vacated canber field at a place
galled Yankee Stadium, And many said
knowingly, "Theretll never be another
DiMags" They were quite right, of
eourse, Bub rather quickly there came
a different fellow nannd Manile, whols
still mund. .

Someday, maybe, they'll be saying,
"Theretll never be another Limda Thore
song" Maybe, Just maybegM

- L. -

4las, one person pointed out that
the biggest. lack in Iinda Tharson is
that she does not yet have a particularw
1y perscnal style, an esprit of her own,
which she could impress on the Image of
Tara King,
When Diana Rigg took over from
Honor Blackmn, for instance, it is
very cbvious from the first black and
white season that soms forces in the
mroduction group thied to "Cathy
Galewize’ heary, complefe with the '
leather suits and all, Bub she was
able to mold Mrs, Peel into her own
imge, so to speak, After swviviyg
amongst the Stratford Company of the
Royal Shakespsare Compary for yea
years, Diana Rigg had to be able to
enfarce her own views on a role.
But Linda Thorson just hasn?t had
that sort of hardeimocks schoolinge



Persondly I think Miss Thorson is
a very good actress and has a lot of
potentiala.sebut as yet unrsalized,

To drop this unformed personality into
a slot filled twice now by essentially
fully formed and complete personalities
was nothing less’ than sad,

I'm bebting, though, that if the
preduction doesnit mske "The Avengerst
into a complets farece of 1tself and its
own formateformila, we!ll see a smuch
more likeable and Individualistic Tara
King than we have seen to date, Sheddy
editing (due to the farced production
schedule) and all,

Rebert Musel, one of the few Brib
article writers who seem to be able to
get to see the major entertain ment
ersoralities in Britain, has a few
words written with a Canadian audience
in mind.

THE CAMMDIAN AVENGER
¥ Just 20, Toromutots Iinda Thorson
has hit the btig<time as comstar
in a TV series that!s shown in
62 sountries,!

=Rcbert Musel
Teronto Star
Weekend Magazine
March, 1968«

Everybody else on the seb of "The
Avengers" was sitting at ease, but
Patrick:MacNee, paying the nenalty of
stardom, stood hour after weary hour
to proteet the immaculate crease in -
his trousers, "Mustn't wrinkle them,
old boy," he sighed, and to take his
mind off the tedious mwroceduwrs of
shooting new titles sequences for the
series, he recalled his dewbt to
Canada,

MacNee is a rarity among actors,
a2 fellow with a minirmm of ego and a
strange penchant far giving credit
vhere it is due, As the star of one of
the most successful of all television
series = it is shown in 62 countries =~
he might be forgiven 2 bit of preening
but he is more apt to mention that he
was once a bum in Balifarnia and ree
turning thems as 2 celebrity appeals
to his sense of humor,

On this morning at the studios
MacNee had good peason for concentrate
ing on Canada, The new tibles ware
fntended to mark the debut of Linda-
Thorson (Tara King), 20, of Toronto,
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as his fourth comstar in seven years,
She was a surprise choice for the plum
role, fresh out of drama school and
starting at the top. MaclNee could have
wished she had more experience but he
was impressed with her looks ard "gubs"
and there was the rapport he has slways
felt with Canadians,

We stood thare watching the selfe
possessed }iss Thorson rehearse, undule
ating across the scene, UShe's get the
same measurements as Sophia Lcren,”
mrmred an admiring onlooker, Ancther
remarked that Linda was not the least
delirious about a show business break of
the first mrgnitude, To step from the
classroom to certain international fame,
if dhe talent is there, happens only
rarely even in the betier story books,.

Yot irstead of exulting, Miss
Thorson was mildyy regretful that the
sexries had cost ler a chance to play in-
a revival of the musical Guys And Pollsy
at a provincial repertory thestrel
"Such great songs," she said, humming
"I've Ngver Been In Love Befare's. Then
she moved of f again wilh the flowing
walk of a trained dancer and Macliee
studied her with a curiously speculative
look in his eyes,

"I dontt know enough about her yet,”
he explained, “"so T waich her, T want
us to mve the same easy, friendly rele
ations I had with Ian Hendry, with whom
T started the series, and then with
Honor Blackman and Diana Rigg who sucCe
eeded him, Welre going to have to
spend a large part of owr working lives
together and I'd like it to be happy for
both our sakes,"



He said he had been worried for a
while about a scresn romance of sorts,
even a light-hearted and kissless one,
with a girl In the same age bracket as
his daughter, but he had been out dancw
ing the night before with his new co-
star and now he felt her youth would be
contagious, "She dances divinely, old
boy, divinely.' I tock his werd for ity
the girl has mrizes for that gery thing,

MacNee, a handsome lLbeyear old, is
.a cousin of David Niven and a descendant
on his motherts side from the Earls of
Huntington - who c¢laim Robin Hood as an
ancestor, He achieved success late in
his career and values it the more, And
he said it might never have come to
1ass if he bad not had a share :Ln "the
gcelaen age” of TV in Canada,

Y was a tight English actor," he
gaid, "gobting fair roles bub nothing
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specbactular after the war (he was a
torpedo boat commender and the enly
night he was awgy from his boat it was
blown up with heavy casuwalties)e I
played in about 30 or LO TV plays and a
few £ilms and then I got-a e¢all from an
old friend, David Greene, who wag a TV
directar in Canada,

"He asked me to come over to star
in a TV geries, The Mooustone, It was
the first real break of my career, The
years 1952 to 1955 were a wonderiul
time for TV in Canada, We opened the
station in Toronmto and did practically
everything, So the tight English actar
gvolved into a reasonsbly. good actor,

133dney Newman was head of the
studio, Silvio Narizzano, who made the
£ilm "Georgy Girl"*, was there, 3o wWas
Norman Jewison who later filmed *In The
Heat Of The Night", Arthwr Hiller who
did "The Americanization of Emily" and
others,

T played in. radio all day to pay
the rent and I wag in the first play at
the Crest Theatre, "Richard Of Bordeae
ux.t In retrospect, I was a very bad
actor before Canaday very insular, very
English, Radio helped my voice prode
uction and the roles I got on TV broade
ened my teehnique, I played with Lorne
Greene and Christopher Plumer in
Othello and with Lloyd Bochner in
Hamlet,

1Sidney Newman later became a TV
execubive her:s and in 1960 when they
were planning The Avengers he ramembers
ed me, «ind ordy just in time, I
hadnt't been able to get 2 role for nins
months and I was warking as a producer
on the London end of the Winstoun Chur~
c¢hill TV series. In the first episede
of The Avengars I wore a rainceat amd
was bareheaded and Mewman saide "This
is terrible, we rmst do samething
about those clothes,! We want back to
the 18th century » flowery language
and flowery clothes, an upedated verse
jon of Sir Per¢y Blakeney in The
Secarlet Pimpernel,”

The idea was that MacNee would
help Hendry track down the slayers of
his wife, The role of ths wifa was
played by Catherine Woodville who, ale
though she was killed in ths opening
episode, lived on in MacNee's real life
a.f.:‘.‘ections. She became his second
wife in 1965, Miss Woodville soends
most of her time in American TV, based
at MacNee's hame in Malibu Beadl, Cado



After the first season Hendry
chefked out of the serles and MaclNee
got the first of his trie of highly-
publicized comstars, Honar Blackman, a
leading lady who had never quite reached
£11m stardom,s Mlss Blackman became &
TV star, decked out in black leather,
judoing her male opponents without dise
turbing 2 hair of her blonde haad,
MacNee adores her,

"Honer," he said, "is one of the
most feminine women I know and we are
still the closest of friends four years
after she left the show, She is L0 now
but still one of the most beautiful
wamen in £ilms M

Miss Blaeckman ascended to a James
Bond £ilm amd was followed by Diana
Rigg, 29, one of the most talented
actresses of the Royal Shakespears
Campanys Her lanky, loose-limbed good
looks and acting ability made her a
great favourite before she, too, moved
on to feature films,

BT never gob on the same close basis
with Dlana " MacNee said, "but she has
the best sense of mumour I have ever
known in a woman and in my opinion she
is the best comedierme welve had in
Britein since the late ¥Xay Kendall,®

Miss Rigg wsed to disable the
villains with a ballet version of judo,
very graceful and effective on the
screen; whers the stunt men have their
orders, but not recommended against a
thug in 2 dark alley,

Miss Thorson now made her reappeal=
ance for another shot and, taking a
deep breath, remsrked unnecessarily
that speech training at the Royal Acade
emy of Dramatic Arts had expanded her
ribs three inches,” "They taught me to
breathe in Englamd," she revealed,
They also taught her to diet and she
is now 1 pounds under what she cone
siders her best weight,

"The girls get most of-ths attente
lon and thatls fine with me," MacNee
said, "You cantt blame an audience fer
wanting to see a girl in a bikinl ine
stead of Patrick MacNee, but soms peop
1ls dmst tune in jJust for me,"

This is modesty., Some time ago
MaclNee tlreatened to quit &ver salary
and a production executive, since dem
parted, said thet was all right with
him » they would simply find a replacee
ment, They couldn?t and didntt and a
quick reading of the industry pulse
revealed the show would not have the
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same acceptance without MaocNee, Ho
got the raise,

"MagNee 45 the only indispensable
character in The Avengers," said prode
ucer Brian Clemens, "We can't change
him but we ean change the girls = welve
done it t

MacNes was delighted when this conw
versation was reported to him,

nT-ywed to be a terrible masochist,®
he sald, "always telling myself I cantt
dn it?, T spent a year in analysis and
since then I've had much more confidenw
cee Linda has an amazing amount far a
girl just starting out,”

Despite 4 broken'marriage Iinda is
wellwadjusted, indeed, professionallye
She credits the solid groundwark she
got at the Royal Academy,

tEverybody szems to have a good
word Yo say for Canada," she remrkeds
"pfter I left school I was additioned
by John Huston for a film, I was too
tall for his leading man (she is five
foot nine) but when he heard I was 2
Canadian he said Toronto was his fave
ourite citys He went on and on aboubt
1t, I thought he was pulling my leg but
he meant it, Definitely,"

wrdbert misele

¥ * 3%

As a bit of erratta, I herewith
present a little bit of erratta that
came My ways Anyarticle on Diana Rigg
ard ber culinary arts,

HOME STYLE WITH DIANA RIGG

w'oy oummings
LIIMELIGHD
Vole 2, #3, 1968~

"When Emma Peel asks co=partnsy
John Steed of "The Avengers to dimmer,
she'!s likely to offer him a bottle of
Cote de Beaune with quails,e

But when Diana Rigg invites Patrdick
MacNee to her swinging new pad in St.
Jolm?!s Wood, shefll more likely gilve’
him roast beef and Yorkshire pudding,
or a garlicky leg of lamb,

Diama is 2z Yorkshire gzl w "Typio-
ally Yorkshire," she says., And bher
Yorkshire pudding is somesthing speclals

"Pgople 2lways ask me as a joke
if T ocan make Yarkshire pudding, I'm
dtways surprised that amyone finds it



difficult, :

Wiy secret is to whip it, lat it
stand for an hour and then pour it into
very hot fat, It rises beautifullyt

Amd if she is waiting for something
to boil, she has only to look eout of her
kitchen window to gaze on the pmrfect
satbting for a typical Avengers c¢limex,

In a deep dark ravine, which bie
gocts the’'garden and disappears under
the house, roar the coaches of the
Metropolitan Railway, from Baker Street
London, to all points west,

"Tt sometimes sounds as if the

train is thundering through the kitchen,"

says Diana, "Harvellous,"

The kitchen Is in‘a house once ine
habited by Thomas Hood, the poet,.
Artists Augustus John and Dame laura
Knlght lived there‘too,

Tn those days, the kitchen was a
small soullery, When Diana moved in,
the only plece of electris equipment
was an old wooden refrigerater which
used to belong to Queen Mary, Nexbt door
was the room where the artists mixed
their pairnds,

Now the wall belween the two rooms
has been knocked dowmn, The result is
one beautiful, large cooken-dine room,
with all the kitchen equiptment on one
side and a big pine dining table on the
other,

The Rigg kitchen is checkea=block
with gadgetse You name tem, she's got
them,

At first T fedt completely gadgete
ridden," shas told me, "Now I find
things like the electric carving knife

and the food mixer fabulous timgwsavers,"'

At the moment I only really caok
about threeo times a week and then T
usually entertaine I arrive home from
the studio and have to get crackirg
immediatelye!

"Tonight we are starting the meal
with fish croquettes, using a plain
white sauwre and smoked haddeclk,"

2T tass the mixture in the blender

and its a smooth puree in no time at all,

Then there will be boned leg of
lamb in pastry stuffed with walmuts,
Chopping up walmuts takes agess The
mincer does the job in minmubes,!

YA coffee mill gives me freshly
ground coffee after dinner and vherdds
the dishwasher to cope with the washe
Ing vp and a waste disposal unit to get
rid of the rvbbish,"

nBut after my very first dimnar
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party I discovered the only snag in
ecooking and dining in the same room,'

“By the time dinner is finished
evaryone is feeling rather spporific =
and as there is no break when sveryone
has Yo get up and go into anobher
room, dinner tends to end about 2130
in the morning.”

A mixed blessing if I have to be
at the studio earlyf"

s gy Cumtingse
* * * #*

Shaun Usher, for the English DATLY
SKETCH bad a short pisce on the changee
over In femme leads and whilst generally
ghort and unimaginative had 2z few things
to say nonetheless,

w W -

"Why have the exploits of "The
Avengers" ,,emanaged to conguer 75
courbries?

eeaThe amswer to the popularity
question is TNCREDIBILITY.

"We always try to keep the chare
acters in a world of their own," ex-
plains Brian Clemens, co~producer of
tha series,

1Tt is a ¢lassless warld « because
only one set of people really cams into
its the upper ¢lass,.

"For the sams reason we £ight shy
of real social problems « no agonised
drvg addiets, etecy And in a way, oumr
characters are saxless.

" In America, strait=laced matrons
thought 3teed and Emma Peel were the
sweetest, most cleaneliving pair of
all,

"Over here, fans speculate more
about what they geb up to when they
arentt crime~busting.”

A moblem for the series is the
Aif ficulty of keeping it fresh and ine

teresting,
A new heroine every few year
does wonders, seen '

eeeAind when "The Avangers”, now
almost 100 episodes old, retwrn to
TV this year, another change will be
in the wind,

For the first time, they will ge
abroad occasionally, although no faribe
aer than Buropes”"

«brian usher -
DATLY SKETCH, 3/30/68



*

Another article, ffom the Chicago
Tribune Sunday Magagine, L/U:/58 had a
few ugoriginal things to say. Another
obviously presserelease written thing
purporting to be an actuvdl interview
with the Star in question, Bub she
did "mention" some of her role in the
upcoming "The Assassination Bureau® .
whilst gipping on some noonslunch-iime

champagne.
- '“‘ -

tiow don't tell me I look like Mary
Popoins," she says, tucking her legs
under her and turning on the same cold
water smile she used as the ¢ool, cone
quering Mrs, Pecl. And that, along
with the way she!s alternately sipning
and fondling the champagne glass, does
change the image.

Miss Rigg has Just walked off ths
set of "The Assassination Bureaun", a
Paramourntt £ilm now being shot outside
ILondone. The outfit is for an opening
scen¢ in which Diana, a proper English
girl, strolls into a French brothel,
thinking itts a fashionable Parls

- Hotele '

15 likely mistake," she explains,
fand one I'm sure men make all the
time M

Sip-

~ed rohrbach
Chicagoe Tribunece

#

Als6, one of the "fasaaaans®" of
the show, is a pari-time article
writer amd had this te say for one he
did back in November on the upcoming
"Sacond Secason” shoWs,

WPHE BRIEF RETURN OF DTANA RIGGH
~harold stern
I-FFS
11/9/67

WTt*: shakeup time at the three
TV netwarks and so far the only sure
prise is that more shows aren?t being
replaced, Bub they probably will be
in the weeks ahead,

eseThe only show I711 regret losw
ing is "Custer.' Not that it was a
good show == it was pure junk e but
now 1111 never know what hapmened to
Custer,

sesBul among the sarly substitutes
is an old friend, which I am delighted
to see return,

Stepping into the breech created
by the devmfall of "Custer! will be
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"The Avengers," by far the best of those
frivolous yarns azbout Secret Agents, *
This is the third time for the series,
which has become ABC!s best, most perw
mament trouble~shooting replacenent,
The starting date is Janmuary 10, 1968,

But delighted though T am that the
series is returning, I feel a sadress
as well. Diana Rigg, probably the most
Impudently sexy woman on television, is
leaving, She will-'be sczen in the first
nine episodes only, following which she
will be replaced by Linda Tharson, a
complete unknown just out of Drama
school,

There is no reason to bemocan this
fact of life unduly, though I take the
loss of Iyma Peel very personally, Miss
Rigg was herself a replacement, though
this was obscured in the United States-
because the change happened in England,
befeare ABC acquired the series, The
lady iiss Rigg replaced was Honor Blacke
man, who achieved worldwide notoriety
es the. infamous Pussy Galore of James
Bond and "Goldfinger', The cries of
anguish heard throughout England when
this was announced would have drovmed
out the noilse of a bad day at the Waile
ing Wall,

But Miss Rigg went on to win her
spurs in England and she oaptured the
Unfted States as Welly" gsnee = # =



Also, a while back, Patrick MacNee managed to make good an escape to the sunny
¢limes of soubhern California, The Malibu district; to be exact, He held a party
of sorts whilst there, & little thing for the Press, so that the local talemt could
interview bim and thereby allow him a 1ittle Lime with Mrs, MaclNee (Kate Woodville)
without the incessant pestering of the gentlemen ard ladles of the fourth estate,
It not only helps keep your name before the public, it satisfies (usually) that

craving of the usual Editor for fresh copy on public personalities,

By dispoesing

of a11 of them at once, the wearsandwtear is-much less, also,
Of the some dozen elippings semt my way, all evidently from the same session,

here is one I thought most complete and entertaining,

Pat Maclee is an interesting

mane I'd like very much to meet him some day, bubee.s

A RARE FIND

Star Of The Avengars Isntt So
Terribly British

by wayne warga
Los Angeles Times
May 8, 1968

Actar acts well, journmalist gets
courions, They meet, Jowrnalist beats
hasty retreat, wondering how %o write
about boring, vain man who is the create
ion of good directors and has nary a
thought in his empty head, This problem
is particularly true among television
performers, because networks consume
poople like abbatoirs use meat,

John Steed, that witty man of darw
ing~do on "The Avengers' has journalist
very curious, Sbteed is portrayed by
Patrick MacNee, Journalist and MacNee
meet, Jowrnalist makes rare finds: an
actor even more interesting than the
parts he plays. But first a few factSsee

The Avengers is a British TV series
which ABC has for the past several seae
sons has used as a Jamary replacement
show, It has consistently pleased the
critics, received Emmy pominations and
earned respectable though not large rate
ings, This fall, on Monday nights, The
Avengers starts its first full season
on American telévision.

Joim Steed, the leading Avenger, is
terribly British, extramely conservate
ive, impossibly droll, hellishly fashe
fonable and rather hopelessly urbanee
The characterization is so strong that
even in Malibu one expects to be met at
the door by a man with bowler, brolly
and velvet collar,

Patrick MacNee, it turns out is
British and there the resemblance ands,

CASUAL MANNER

AT am, at heabt, a Californian. The
trouvble is, we British burn in the sun
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rather mare easily than we tang" he says
immediately after opening the door amd
seeing a startled Journalist. There
stands Patrick MacNee, slightly red in
the face from the sun,

He i3 wearing cords and a bright
green polo shirt complete with scarf
and beads, He is barefoot, amd as
casual in mamner as he is in appearance,
Thatts John Steed?

“If ¥ had my way, Kate and I would
be living on a ranch up in Banta Bare
bara, raising horses and only going ine
to the ¢ciby when we werse working," he
gaid as Mrs, MacNee, an attractive
young British actress named Kate Woodw
ville, pagssed around especially preparw
ed nabtural grape Juice, Steed is an
epicurian, but MacNee is a health food
fan right now,

"But not tobtally, Kate is teaching
ma, and since Ilve dleted away 25 pounds
wi%h ity I'm getting more receptive to
the idea, I'm at the stage where I
prefer vegetables never to be cooked,"

Mreq MacNee works primarily in
Hollywood, while her husband works most
of the time in London, When time per=
mits, they prefer thelr small apartment
in Malibu to Lomdon, There has been a
good deal of commuting during their
threewyear marriage.

T don?t mind the commmuiting bibt
because I™n an Aguarian and I love to
be near-tha water, I dislike London,

I think, basically, I'm most of the
things that Steed is not, Steed would
not be fond of going barefooll amd being
near the ocean,”

No indeed, What made allfhis so
swprising iz that MasNee, a consumate
actorecraftsman, also imvented the charw
acter of Steedes Imagination anmd talent
MacNee has,

"When we started the show eight
years ago, Sidney Newman, who created
“"The Avengers", said to mep"Play it
like George Sanders with a moustache
Which was very vague and exactly the



right thing for him to do as it all
turned out,"

LIVE FOR MOMENC

"I opted out en the moustache and
Steed on the Scarlst Pimpernel books
and on my father, who was a dandy,

Steed I8 a traditionalist and my lady is
futuristio. They in common the fact that
they both live for the moment,

* My partner (cwrrently Linda Thore
son, successor to Diana Rigg) and I
never use violence unless intelligence
fails to get us out of the predicament,

T learnt fencing and judo ~ the
vidlent arts « at an early age, Iately
I've gone back to pure, ordinary blows,
rather like baxing, As our plots bew=
come increasirdy mad, T feel I must be=
come increasingly mman,

"For irstance, I never came on
armed and I never pretended to have
supermgn qualities, We're all a bit
mad, you know, so I feel obligated %o be
as lman as possible, Steed 13 a man
who likes to think, and he prefers
thought to violenceg" :

iThe Avengers", according to MaoNee,
vi{s just in profit after elght years.
For a British show, we have terribly
high production values and a big budgebe
about $150,000 per episodes. Over here
you spend about $200,000 each show, so
walre still Inexpensivey"

00 NSISTENTLY GO0D

"We do it quite differently,”
0dten we work on two shows at once, and
we spend a minimm of 10 days on each
018 o
seven days, and never start arer again,
We once threw out a whole show and did
it over again,

T think the show 1s consistently
good because they use good directors
and some of the most imaginative writers
in Britain, The writing and direction
are terribly important in a show 1like
O'III'S." ’ = i

MacNee, 6, intends to stay with
AThe Avengers" as long as it runs, a
loyalty rare in television, he has purs
chased the film rights to "The Majort,

8 novel by David Hughes, and will star
in the project, hopefully late this
Ypars )
Dinner time was drawing near, and
8o was the last 4mprobability of the
daye MacNee bounded out on the balcony

(5%)

In America, they spend at the most .

over the beach and went to work at the
barbecque, Stesd would be amsed at
such a quaint native customg"

- L -

Another gentleman had a few fairly
original words to say, from the same
meeting, a Mr, Stan Mays, The ".«."
results from where I've cub oub un=
necessary duplication of effort.

TNDEED IT 'S STEED = TN HOLLYWOOD}

wstan mays

Philadelphiz Daily
- Nears

June 8, 1968~

Wyhatts this] Steed in Hollywood?
Is he tracking down some missing Brite
ish scientist, or perhaps investigate
ing some international crime left une
solved by Napoleon Sclo!s departure?

" esee'Nobthing like that at alll®
esee" Itve worked here quite often,
For ons lean period in my career 1
lived here for five years = mostly on
wines and eornbeef hashy!

eeaelight years in a successful
series have certainly made for a mare
pleasant circumstances than days of
“ywine and cornbeef hash," MacNegls
producers have "been most indulgemnb"
with his portrayal of Steed, Hels pere
mitted to change dialogue gnd wear what
he pleases, "Being an actor 27 ysars,"
he wryly smiles, %is not unrewarding.*

While here he bought a couple of
Rajah sults to wear in the falle"
They!re very comfartable, I hear," he
gaid. "Add a turtleneck and medallion
and youlre right in style, T rather
fancy Steed in something like this
around the flat,-do you agree™

In the fall, The Avengers will
undergo other changes = in addition to
Steed!s wardrobe, It becomes the first
British series to start a now season in
prime tima,

Linda Thorson?!s replacing Diana
Rigg 1s a change that!s forced MacNee
to alter his appearance.

"y suvddenly felt fat with a 20=
Year=old leading lady," MacNee grimac-
eds "Linda is rather a big girl, amd
when she saw how she looked on film
she got busy and lost 16 pounds, So,
with the aid of my wif'e, who'!s very
dfet-conscious, Ilve lost 26 pounds,”

Regarding young Linda, who plays



"AS WE SEE TT®

# About halfway through a pregram you
got the feeling that youlve seen it be=
fores, It isn't a rerun, but somchow
you know exactly what!s going to happen.
So you sit through to the end, and sure
enough, the story winds up just as you
thought it would,

Thr+ experience is shared by nearly
all teles " ion viewers. The explanation
is simples The program is using an old
rlot, changing . nly the locale and the
supporting characters,

% Net long ago, in London, & viewer
wio also happens to be a newspaperman
was watching an episode of "The Avengerst
titled "THE JOKERS". He was sura held
seen the plot befere = Emma Peel trapped
in a bpilding by someone with a grudge
against her, He checked the preducer,
who, in.a moment of frankness, admitted
that the plot had been used not just

Tara King, MacNee says
with a younger girl in
the series she will be
more defenselsss, "It1l
be able to put my arms
around hers look after
her more, IL'1l be gocd
for mee TI'131 share my
expariences and point
out pitfalls,"

Doss he miss Diana

Riggd -

"Oh, indeed, ¥yes,"
he winked, "She calied
our relationship a o=
fesslonal marriagel,

An emormously intellect=
val person, I miss her
as a friend and worke
ing partners She has a
wonderful wickedness
about her M

* -
To which we can but

say that Diana Rigg cere

tainly has something,

But not is well in
the shav, My co=editar
commented on certain
lacks in "The Avengers',
and TV Guide brings up
what might well be ane
other one of them,

Tt is supposedly
one of their editorials,
WAS WE SEE IT" back in
February sometime,

once, bubt twice previously, Why?

A spokesman for the company that
owns the show offered an-explanation,
U"No cheating 1s involved," he said, "I
know we don't tell audiences the plot 1s
old, But more than 100 AVENGERS have
been made and there are only so mamny
basie plotse Seripts are always new and
so are the supporting roles,"

#  What they do is learn which stories
are popular with viewers and then rg~
write theme Often the same writer hane
dles two = or three » versions of the
same show,

Somehow this doesntt seem quite
erickets We objected, during a writer's
gtrike several years ago, whan the Warwe
ner studioc seemed to be using -the same
stordes for "77 Sunset Strip", "Bourbon
Street" and "Hawaiian Eye', But even
Warners didntt use the same story twice
for the sams show

* Parhaps there's something to the

(0)



argument that series shouldntt run -

year after year after ysar, Indeed,

some of them seem %o run out of new

ideas after the first 13 eplsodesy"
w A o-

The difference between a "THE
JOKERSY and a WTHE HOUSE THAT JACK
BBIIM" however, are quite enough for
some measure of pertitency to be given
to the ABFC statement as to Why, Bub
it also points out some‘bhing_ise.

There may be only so many ideas
possibls in a farmula show like "The
Avengers'" « =« to ons writer, But use
any mumber of imaginative writers and
the "jidea barrier! comes dovm a bib,
In a formula ghow like this, writing is
Just Hoo very, very important for most
of it to beo entmsted to a few friends
of the producer, no matiter their qQualm
ifications, Far each writer has his
own limitations, and to 1imit the shew
to the ideas that this intimate ¢lique
can come up with is te 1imit the show
in sne of the few ways 1t ecan really
broarden its horizons, '

As Cleveland Amory can confirm,
t00 many Yank shows are almost 9%
scripted by a fow of the producerts
or ownerts favourites, This 45 a sure
way Yo kill off imaginativeness in ihe
show, becanse there is not a constant
supply of refreshing new blood coming
in, :
This is not intended as a slur at
Brian Clemens or Philip Levenes It is
a cold statement of the facts of life,
Neither' is lacking in imagination or
talent, But a farmula shew needs more
pesple for more deviant outlooks on
the same eld showt,

End af sayp=bax tirade,

However, at least the January
ratings for "The Avengers were prebty
goed, 28 an old Variety clip shows,

WITHIEF! AND fAVENGERS! OFF TO GOOD
START AS ABC JAN, REPLACEMENTSH

warisby-
Jang 17, 168~

The midssason peamleres of "It Takes A
Thief" and "The Avengers" whooshed up
ABC~TV*s ratings in those slots, bub
only time will tell 3f the new sho
can keep up the pace. ] '
tThief" bowed Tuesday, Jan.9, in
the 01d "Imraders" period (plus an
opening~nighteonly preamption of "N,Y,
PeDo") with a 308 New York Nielsen

rating amd a 41,0 share, against a 2lhel
rabing and 33,k share far NBC=TV!s Jerry
Lewis and a movie ("That Touch Of Minkt)
with Deris Day and Cary Grant and an
8e7 rating and 11,9 share for CBS«IV's
Red Skelton and ®*Good Morning World",
Par Trendex, "Thief* had a 2l.l
rating and 35,2 share, to NBC!s 1844 and
CBS! 1341 and 21,8, : ‘
"Avengers! (Wednesday, Jans 10, re=
placing "Custer® )}, back on the web for
the third time, got a 16,8 Gotham Niels
sen rating ard 3h.9 share, to 17.kL ‘and
35,2 for WRCIs "Virginian' and 13,8 and
2849 for CBS! "Lest In Smace", By
Trendex, "Avengers! had a 16,2 rating
and 31,2 share, against NBC!'s 1le8 and
2845 and CBS! 1248 and 2l,5,.

- i -

Naturally this initial showing, the
averages for both dropped quite a good
deal, But though no figures have seen
my eyes yebt, two rumours-have reached
my pearlslike-ears, One, that though
dovm somewhat, the Tara King shows have
not collapsed in the ratings, Twe, that
The Avengers not only did not lese any
steam during thesammer, but did better
than they had been doing,

No cne in the networks really dees
vhink much of Summer ratings, considere
ing them just statements of who is the
major secondsrun, Bubt I'm thinking that
quite a few million steadfast Emma Peel
fang are out there and they plugged all
the way through all the summer re-rurns
Just for these last glimpses of the Peol
of Steels-

Also, what with Bobby Kennedy = a
powerw-hungry type who nonetheless was no
mre looking for a bullet in the head
than T was «~ there has been a public
furomr over a rumber of evils and axw
cessas, The biggest one has been over
the mresent gun laws, The other has been
the notion that the telly and the other
public media have helped "egg on" soms
of the more psychotic elements in our
societys And with 200 million people
plus, youlre bound to have at lsast a
few of the dangerous variety,

One belly~aching erganization that
has been complaining of the average tv
fare 1s the National Associaton for
Better Broadecasting, hereafter referred
to as the NABBe In a mumber of papers
their list of the most Mdetrimentalt

programs presently available to children
wag given wide cireulation,
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Their platform has been that the
public should meke thelr disapproval of
these "debrimentalM programs known to
the sponsors of these shows rabher than
the networks, OSmart idea, ‘The networks
will try to slough them off, but direct
word to the sponsors hits the newoarks
where 1t hrts « in the- pocketbook,

Here is their list, in arder, of
the Top Ten Worst shuws,

THE AVENGERS « ARC
FEIONT SQUAD = ABRC
GUNS OF WILL SONNEIT e ABC
CIMARRON STRIP = CBS
MAN FROM UeNoColeEe = syndicated
"PATMAN = ABRC
WIID, WITD WEST = CBS
THE SAIN! « NBC
RAT PATROYL » ANC
VOYAGE TO THE BORTCM OF THE

WA/ P SEA = ABC

T could rant on and on for pages
and pages about btheir idimeies in putte
ing "The Avengers® at the top of their
list, but I'11l limit myself to one or
two observations, :

© One is that the violence, the maye
hem, the murderingj is always pefformed
by The Other 3jde in "The Avengersi,
Onlike the (gaspichoke{) average horse
opera or debective story these days, the
Good Guys (and Gal) do not take judgment
inte thelr own hands, They do not mzke
the decision as to whebher this man must
die ar that man must escape punishment
for illezalibtieseeethey do not have the
Peter Gunn mystique that they are capas
ble of taking the place of Judge and
Jury and Hangman all in one, The 1dea
that they know who should and should net
be punished for breaking the law, This
is one tenet of the theory of Civil Disw
obedience and their flaws are the same.
Give the individual the notion that he
and he alone may decide which laws to

keep or to bresk ad who should and should

not answer the law'!s demands dnd you have
not freedom but civil anarchy, all comme
itted in the name of sweet liberty,

This is one tenet constantly exe
pounded in most of the telly shows and
ope certainly more responsible for the
Sirhan Bishara Sirhants of this nation
than the blackeand-white defense of
thair socisty that permeatss "The
Avengersa"

Second, I fault their selections on
tastes If they cannot tell the differe
ence betwoen a spoof and a comedy and a
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simple collection of gumbage, they can
hardly be termed a‘covey of experts,
I could go on, but why bother,.s
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STRENGTH THROUGH CHAOS - VIHA PABLO
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For those who don'% read Contents
Pages, I have two foreign agents at the
momenty

“ENGIAND = Alan Dodd, 77 Stanstead
Road, HOddeSdon’ HBI"‘:.S., E‘_\I}L&I\D. Stere
1ing subseription price 3s L/5 for the
o50¢ dssues, 5/3 for thissue, 11 shille
ings for #, Be sure to state in yowr -
missive Yo Alan that the enclesed, etc.,
is a sub fer EN GARDE, as he handles
quite a few other Yank fanzine pubberss

BELGIUM«Michel Feron, T Grands
Place, ‘HANNUT (Belgiwm)e, I11F far #3
and ffliy 13 F for #5, 26 F for #6, That
is, if my memary serves me correct and
the going rate appraximetes 20 Belgian
Franes to the dollar, If the error is
too much your side, enjJoy the discount,
If T am charging too much, translate
the subseription price into BelgiaF
from ¢55¢, «05¢ and $1,30 respectivelys

Azents for Cermarny and other
points are requested to present thelr
credentials to the Editor.

- # -

Still for sale, by the way, are
the two previously mentioned Buttons,
One, black on pink, "Mrs, Emmz Peel -
LIVES]"., The other, black on yellow,
"Hands Off Emma Peel®, (Unsaid is the
edditlion that if you don't, shelll
btreak them offge

‘By BayCon time I711 also have for
sale, color unspecified at present,
iDjana Rigg has MCXIE", Those wio do
not know what moxie 1s are invited to
ask thelr parents as itls a t)0's slang
word, It means shat!s Got It, she's
With It A1 The Way, She Knows The Score
and a dozen additional interpretations,

Can you visualize a2 solid dozen or
so fans marching into Lincoln Center
with those proudly displayed on their
bast suits?

Can you imagine them all sitting
in the first row? (This i4s sheer font~
agy as the average DR, fan cantt really
afford-first row seats at a Iincesln
Center, N,Y, mresentation of the Royal
Shikespeare Company, but it’s a nice
thought nonetholesse..s)



In any event, Yho Hbl & Obt Edts To
Crmd, Herren Schultz and Crowdus, will
be there, With or without Di Ripg Has
MCOXIE bubttons, y

As most of you are aware, Misz Rigg
is »ather put off by interviews of any
kind, and not even being Professionals,
chances of an actual meeting remain
scamewhat on the slim sids,

Nonetheless, hope springs eternal-
and altthat, If such a meeting occurs,
and Miss‘Rigg allows anybthing for pubw
1lication, rest assured that the readers
of EN GAHDE will-be given it all.

In any case, I am looking forward
to the smectacle of (hopefully) Judi
Densh, Ian Richardson s Ian Holm, and a
Host Of Others (including Miss Rige) on
the stage, TIn Person, Having missed
A COMEDY OF ERRORS"™ with Julie Christie
.and Diana Rigg on the same stage, T am
not about to miss the RSC this time,
Kappiness Is Sitting In The Seventh Row
At The Iincoln Center And Actusally Being
Able To Hear What The Acters Are Saying

RPAINT YOUR WAGOW' = A musical from

- the 1951 Broad=
way season, was only moderately successe
ful in its stage run, But returning a
profit on Broadway these days and then
is something of a feate The skeletons
of Broadway bombs litter the Great White
Way like Nixon stickers in Mianil, The
team of Lerner and Loewe (BRIGADOON, MY
FAIR IADY, CAMELOT) were the originatoers,

Amongst the shows assets were a2 few
tunes of falr worth such as "I Was Born
Under &4 Wandfrint Stayxm, "I Still See
Elisa®, and #They Call The Wind Maria"
(made very popdlar by Johnny Mathias a
few years ago), the last one having
achieved considerable fame and remsxpose
ure due to the Kingston Triots having
once convinced the Multitudes that itts
a folk song, The whole thing is set in
the post=Civil War American West, One
of the characters in it was a 1i'l
southrun girl « which was the part offere
ed Diana RigZeesse But let me 1lst Robart
Musel tell it, He has/had an article in
the August 3~9 168 TV GUIDE, regarding a
recant interview with The Fair Diana,
(Very fair = an eyewitness states that
her skin is fairest alabaster, very pale
and still just a touch of lipstick and a
few other cosmetics = nothing more),

[T . S

= «A broken Irish Harp propped in

2 corner reminded her that she once sang
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in a stage performarce of "BeckeW!
with Christopher Plummer, and this, in
turn, recalled her keenest recent dis-
appointment,

aian Jay Yerner (who wrote "My
Fair ladyt) came over to ask me %o play
in the {ilm version of his musiecal
WPaint Your Wagon!, I sang him an anw
gient 1uvllaby and he thought that with
2 few singing lessons I could do it,
The part calls for a Southern girl;
and Joshua Logan, who is directing,
thought T could pick that up in a few
lessons too, Bubt my father is very
111 and T could not possibly leave,

nStill, 4t will give me time to
think, Three or four momths of concene
tration and some sort of privacy will
be good for mee All my life I'Tve been
precipitated into everything - modeling,
the stage, even "The Avengers® !

A delightful girl, bubt I wish she
hadn't felt it necessary to help me on
with my ceat, It hasn't come to that
yety Diana, believe me,"

% sprobert misele

The picturs is being p oduced by
Eddie Eisher, by the way, And somehow
or other, I feel that it would have
been a lot of fun for Miss Rigg, As it
1s, the film is beset by a number of
dissensions in the ranks (due no doubt
to the disappointment felbt by any Hiana
Rigg fans in the casteecough, coughbut
is considered to be very likely a lovely
musical in every-sense of the wearde

A fivemfoot, tenwinch tall ¢lf as
a _Southern girl? I

Eat your hearts ocuty youtll never
se@ 1t NoWseee

Dianz Rigg as a western cowgirl?

Diare Rigg in a musical?

Diana Rigg singing?

Maybe they can get Vanessa Redw
graves, From CAMELOT, she needs some
more practice singing..ss
"One advantags to sumer reruns of
"The Avengers" e now we get the Peel
instead of the lemon",

wletteor in TV Guidee
ABFC 1s anxious for jyou zll to note the
follewing two tidbits of infoe
The first is that Julian Wintle is no
longer in any manner associated with
the Associated British Ficture Corpors=
ation, Ltd,s
The other is that they no longer



wish to'contime forwarding her Yank fan
mail on, and svgegest wribing direct to
her via her agent,

Therafore, please write Miss Rigg
(Holp Shuff The Back Of A Green Minibus
Todayl) cars of:

Dennis Selingexr
G.A.C. Redway Ltd.

35 Davis Street
London, W,1 ENGLAND

»ssA0d please, folks, use a tripew
writer, eh? After all, we don't want
to strain those big trown eyes with our
lousy wemmanship, now do we?

® # =
"The Avengers are evidently Blg
Time in Germany right now, and ars dow
ing quite well in Belglum ag well, I
remaing to be seen what thgy will adCe
amplish in Franse, (Entry into the
European Cammon Market?)

A ¢lipping showed some of the tricks

being used in usual Madison Avemue style
by the German distribubtors,

"Munich = West Germany

WAVENGER" STAR LOSES HER DRESS TO
SCHOLBOY
A helicopler dropped 1000 paper

dresses in a field and hundreds of teene
agers scrambled to find a prize-~winning
rmbex ™

The finder was 17=year-old schools
boy Dieter Kirchgeorg, who can now trave
el to London to choose the fdress of his
shoice of his dreams from the collecte
jon of television actress Diana Rigg,

who portrays Hmma Peol on "The Avengers',

=10 byline=

Similarly, in England, a magazine tmm

titled #Tithita" effered 2 mmber of
prizes to lucky winners, (The contest
ended in Mayse.ecat your heart out,..I
did)s Amongst the prizes were the sword
worn by "CAPTy VIRGIN OF THE SECRET
SERVICEr (a turneof=the century spy
series, much spcof in it and very good
from’ all accounts), A bowler hat warn by
& Mr, Rose in an ITV crime meller serw
{68, And = = John Steedfs lethal brolly
frrom "THs Avengers'y
No mention was made of the ¥ Pormy
Farthing” bilcycle firom "THE PRISONER",
but it might have been won by some lucky
goul since then, Watch that "Pennye
Farthing" Bicycle, watch for its appear—
ances on the show. They're fmportant,
And why does #2 never have'a seat on his?
Speaking of "THE PRISONER" 4eee
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"POOR RATINGS BUT FIIM PLUMS GOING F(R
PAT MeGOOHAM ‘ 1 i

-Na.rie‘hy, J‘lﬂy 3, 1%8-
=no byline=

Swift rise of British actor Patrick
MeGoohan reached a king of culminastion
last week by his signing to play the
title and most important role in "Tai=
Pan'', the filmization of the James Clave
ell novel which Martin Ransohoffis
Filmways will be making for MiM,

McGoohan was the star of "Secret
Agent®, a Bribish spy series (ATV) which
Was a gummer replacement on American
telavision and then was brought back
nid=seagson the following year, Serles
became somewhat unique in video history
in that it had relatively nediocere
Nlelsen ratings, but yet developed a
determined coberle of fans who petite
ioned for its return, Much of its pope
mwlarity with this "e¢lass" element of
viawers centered around MeGoohan, thous
ght of as a "Eough' but "seriocus" amd
"mabture' hero,

The interssting thing in McGoohants
career is that he has been able to make
a transition Yo big budget pix whereas
most of his Ameriezn counbterparts who
starred in hugely successful vidseries
have found their subsequent pic careers
limited to leading parts in routine
production and supporting roles in larg=
or budgsted fare, A possible explanate
ion for MeGoohan's fast clinb is that
the fans he developed on U5, tv, while
a minority of the tube audience, conste
jtute that very better=educated "clazsh
group which attends pix nowadayse It's
alse true that "Secret Sgent" was a
suecess on eveRy level on British tve -

The actorts subsequent teleseries,
"The Prisonert, is a current summer ree
placement on CBS here,

"Tal=Pam" 1is the first of two pix
McGoochan will make for MM and Filmways
under terms of a new contract hs signed
with the two entities, He's already
played‘a secondary part in "Ice Station
Zebra", a Filmways=MiM roadshower which
will have its first dates in November,’
Michael Anderson will direct "Taie=Pan"
which is about the Hong Kong opium traéa
in the 18401s, from a script by Clavells
Though not officially designated as swii,
film is expected to be a hardbicketer
((Editor « hardticketer means Reserved
Seat Only Theatre initisl showing.,))?

X Am Not A Numbarf I Am A Free Manl
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"PETER PELL, AVILTOR, FOUMD TN JIMGLIM , read the headlines of the paper, Tears
obscured the rests, I stood up and walked ansteadily from the room, before I broke
down completbely., As I headed for the door, only habit made me grab my brolly and
Bowler from the stend in the hall, T fumbled open the door and left cquickly, I
could hardly find my way down the street, the tears rrevented me from seeing anything
clearly. I didn%%t even bother to leap into my 127 Lb Lifre Bentley, but walked
quikckly away from my television set into the foggy night,

I knew T would have bo control myself quite severely to keep from crying aloud
in publie, bub my heor#® was broken asunder: "Emma] Why did you leave us?™ I oried
out, There was no answer, T yelled again, "Emnal Where are you?i* Again no
answer to my lamenbtable cries, I was a broken man, There was no longer any pir'=
pose to life, Wednesday nights would always serve me as a reminder not only of
what T hed once had but what T had now lost.

No longer amy purpose to my existence, I mised, T might as well finish the Jov
off rights So I found my feet headed Lo the nearest corwvenient bridge, already
stee¢ling myself to jump. When I arrived at the bridge, T paused and loocked dovm,
Yes, I thought, I had made the question and the answer come to the correct decision,
I poised on the edgey, ready to lebt Mother Vater envalop me, As I prepared to leap,
a firm hand réached out of the mist and stopped me.

“Ere now, Sir, wotls all this about"? came the friendly query of the bobbya

IShetse—ghels gonei! I blubbered,

"lNow then, sléwlye Who's gone™ he inquired,

"Emme e Smma," T repeated forRarnly,. '

"She be yolr wife or girl friend™ asled the policeman, trying to be helpful,
But it merely set me off dgain, Wife or girl friende..s If only = = but I can't go
on, The memory is too painfule

" Neneither," T managed to stumble out. "Erma Peel e« of "The Avengers","

"You don't mean to tell me that you were trving to buy it over a nark of a
telly character? he asked, evidently surpr issd,. -

"Take that back}® I screamed, the red flooding my vision, I felt like strangle
irg him, "She is not a television characterd Shé's redl = schels reall®

He ptt a firm hand on my shoulder, "Ere now, mate, don®t get all worked up.
After all, she never were ver'y good anyways,"”

My ercessive mercy has always been one of my major weaknesses, Tt could not
allow me to either leave him in the depths of existence without a soul worthy of
aporeciabing Emua Peel nor to make his agonies lirger for his blasphemy, so T did
him in quickly and neatly with a singls thrust from the sword in my umbrella, Then
I looked about wildly, for any cars or people that might be about in this peasouns
T ron wildly across the pavement, just as one broached the fog and caught - me abute
it?s hood, I leaped upon the hood, crying and smashing on the windscreen, "Why
aren’t you home watching The Avengers™ my Tevered mind brought forth.

Mellow Edwardian tones floated backy"I dare say, I could probably recite them
back to you by heart, old cheps No need, you see,” The lady beside him looked
vaguely familiar, Then I noticed that I was lying upon the hood of 2 red 127
Bentley, much like ny owm, I clattered off, mumbliing profuse apolegies,

Then I wallted dazedly across the bridze,

A van pulled up beside me and t#o men dressed in white bubchertselike coatls
Jjumped auickly oute They grabbed ma, bub my judo proved ineffectual, Bbut then one
of them whispered in my ear, ®Come alcng there Mate, like 2 good tun, We'lve got '
all of the Mrse Peel episodes, including the ones theylve never shown in the States s
all waiting where youlre going, So be a good lad now, right?™

So I jumped intoe the van, and we all drove off, I mmbled quietly to myself,
the words floating in the wet night aire

Uirse Peal =~ Youfre Nesdad,!

«Michasl Dobsone=
(66)






Alan Dedd I was oddly
77 Stanstead Rd, anough thinking

Hod7desdon aof you a fey
Herts, weeks ago when
ENGLAND 8o Bernie &

Clyde and Ste.

Valentlne s Day
Massacre gangster £ilm cult started.
And they dug up all the old gangster
pletures., AL CAPONE eoupled with
DILLING%R, TH: BONNIE PARKER STCRY
with MACHINE GUN XELLY, and of
ecurse, Vie Morraw in DIARY OF A
MOBSTER I think it was called, which
of course is our oid friend, "Dutoh!
Selmltz againl Anyways = thatls a
roundshout way af telling you T was
reealling you so well despibe these
many years of absencs, and in what
particular frame ef reference,

It is niee to see such an
imaginative idea as a famzine devoted
to THE AVENGERS ( which have been for
many years my favourite telly prog=
Tamme ) = before it was sold to- It
Ameriea,

Ttve followed it through the days when it was first just Patriek Maclee and
that other fellew, Ian Hendry, then to Henor Blackgan { whe just has to be the
REST Avenger there ever was ), and then to Diana Rigg = whe is now leaving the
series, as you well know, to be rsplaced by Linda Thorson.

The series, hswever, is Bound to undergo some deal more ef changes vhen it is
sold to the American network for showing early in the evening, I eannst accept
that it will not be watered dowm for the American aponsors. Fer the first time
The Avengers girl isn't English! She!s a vacuous dumb Canadian blande wench
naned Limia Thorson who had to go #mto a kealth farm kere before she eould even
diet down enough te get the part, She 1s suppesed to be "feminine! and won't
pulvericse the males in the series as th® ohher girls did, Ske is married, sep-.
arated from her real life husband whe is a telly cameraman in New York. How bad
kool she is you will see before wa do for the first time, as her episodes continve
sn from the Diana Rigg ones you are seeing new, a Y1link" #pisede, showing Emma
Peol reading ef her husband found aive in the jungle, and leaving the "service"
to go off and join him, and Linda Therson takes ever, TI'm not looking forward
to the change in either girl er (as I fear ) in watered =dswn scrixts that will
inevitably follsw this ehange because af the overseas sales.

I have, ineidentally, tape recordings ef all but twe of the Diana Rigg telly
series shown bere, imcluding the ene ef The Hellfire Club wkere Diana and a very
skimpy ir ogramme - er, sutfit - and a whip agpear, You did not see this eplsede
in Americe I think, The only two episedes I am missing {due to leaving the
recording to samoons else % are "Tke Quick, @uick Slowdeath”, set in a macabre
dansizg seheal (from the first series) and THE RETURN OF THE CYBERNAUTS aepisade
from the second serdies. A1l the others I have on tape. I also have one episcde
with the gharacter Cathy Gale, played by (whe else?) Haner Blackman, ealled "T48
GLCRY THAT WAS ROME®, with Hugh Burden as an "Emgperar" intent upon desiroyiz 211

vegetation en carth in a plague whizh only he and his follewers would survive.

. Plcked up a rumber of photographs from a friend aome time ago, who got thom
from Twddinglon Studies where the series wes filmeds Well, the telephome numder
is Teddington and the TV booths are thers but I think the film studies were at
Rlstree, He?tg., because I passed them working a few months back,

. In“a S}m:_lar vein, te this series, there are tws new ones coming eut ever
Gi;;-as giﬁﬁl\f 05 THE SECRET SERVICE', a sert of 19€0!s "Avengers" with Climiar’
ptaln Virgin of the Secret Servies sy and the wwlvptreus Vervszics Stoorg
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as his female associate Mrs, Coertez, It is a similar 1dea to the Rlgg series but
set in the 1900's, versus Rasputin The Mad Monk and a few other timely chaps,

There is also coming THE CHAMPIONS with the gorgeous Alexandra Bastedo as
one of the three "super-agents', VIRGIN syarts week after next ((late Mareh)),
is not sold to Ameriea, but THE CHAMPIONS already 1s.

Diana Rigg, by the way has made a film version of TWELFTH NIGHT which will be
going the art circuit rounds sometime in the future, and she s%ill is making her
"ASSASSIMATTON BUREAU™, her first major feature film, With Oliver Reed, defeating
a 1900's "Murder, Inc," erganisation, Just had a look at a trade journal and they
gay that they're still filming at Pinewoo’ Studios, the biggish Rank somplex oubside
of London,

Scottish Ds'Eath was a Scottish ecastle where frogmen were getting killed in
the Loch, The evil ouwner of the castle was naturally opposed Yo making a tourlst
attraction oul of the castle as he was operating secret submarines out of the Loch
under his castle, A painting of a scene from the episode is on the cover of THE
AVENGERS ANNUAL, a hardcover beck eosting about $1.75 from Atlas Publishing and
Distributing Co., 334 Brixton Rd., London §.W. 9« It's about 3 inch thick, with
gsome poorish comic strips of THE AVENGERS but roger photos, all the best of
articles on the serles within, I got the last igssue my area sold, all the others
went, don't even know If the company has more left though. Souvenir Press were
the publishers, It had both ecolour and b/w photes of the stars.

((One of the lecal types explained that Messre Dodd has a two-track tape
recorder, Frcm a twoetrack/band taper you can taps for a higher banded machine
(1eea = one with four tracks) but you can't track down or something 1like thats
So you out there with fanocy expensive hwtrack @an use Dodd's copies, as well as
the standard two=track which seems to be the predominantly popular type here and
in Jolly Oj.do

Have heard one comment to date on VIRGIN, Something about it being a cross
between THE AVENGERS and BATMAN and T'm not al together sure whether I like thate.es
Tt sort of implies that THE AVENGERS isn't that far from being Campeecses))

Graham M, Hall T don't catch but a dozen hours of telsvision in a year bub
79, Tavistock Rd, T used to make certain that THE AVENGERS was apngst them,
London W, 11 Even saw the first installment of the series, when Ian
ENGILAND Hendry?s fiances was murderedees.e«and it was a very differ-

ent thing altogether in those days, as was Stead,

Of course, we take these things more for granted over here, TI've seen Diana
Rigg a few times in Royal Shakespeare Company productiions and actually interviewed
her once (( Graham is a newspaper msn - Editer)) when she opened a church gala in
the district where one of the newspapers I worked for circulated.

One thing I would point outy don't be too downhearted about the new girl,
Linda Thorson, I recall that when Honor Blackman opted out, no-one expected that
Diana Rigg would succeed in tsking her plactessas

Another thing: Iin spite of what ABC may think regarding the legality of
umbrella=swords {they are illegal as sword=stiecks or any other offensive weapon,
but that doesn't stop them being sold }, such weapons are openly awvailable over
herss Therefs a store within about three blecks of my apartment that deals ex=
clusively in weaponry of varying types, and has a range of swordecanes and
umbrelis=swerds, They do come mighty expensive by U,K, standards, probably for
the novelty value and presumed difficulty in mamufacture. The umbrellas are in
the Pound Sterling 10=20 range ( say 25«0 dollars ), whereas you can get a fine
antique dress-sword for LO dollars, and some even better onss for not much more.

In case you're wondering about jmporting, I donft knew wise it would be to
ship weapons to an enemy country ~ (I was at the big Londen anti=Vietnam rally
at the American Embassy last Sunday and get 1liberally battered at the fighting),
= {tls against the law avar here.

The new MeGoohan series over here i1s the best thing en British television
bar none (no, not even The Avengers), Called THE PRISONER, 1f there are no plans
to screen it over there, start bugging the networks, This series conidins all
the elements that made THE AVENGERS great (except the Dynamic Duo), plus Pab
MeGoohan, plus a writer with an I,Q. of about 200 (McGoohan again), plus technical
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effecte baoyond 2ll comprehension, The
whole thing 1s so welrd, surreal, and
brilliart that it's out of sight, 4
very much inwcult thing ever hare
currently.

But I must confess that I knew
ne reagson why you over there should
go for things like THE SATNT,
GIDEON'S WAY and Coe = which ever
here are thought pretty awiul,

({(THE SATNI may not be the beast
thing in %own, but ecompared to the
garbage we do get, 1t!s very good,
Az far as GIDEON'S WAY goes, from
the Neilsen ratings and responses
in EN GARDE, Y think I mmst be the
enly person in the world who 1iked
that thing, Bub then it was long,
long age and far, far away as the
saying go0eSesss We werTs all ever
so m uch younger back when we were
younger,

Technically speaking, sword=—
umbrellas come in three main Lypes,
There Js the handy sportsmen's model
a! la John Steed, where you unscrew
(muickly, we hope) the handle from the
brolly and-instant villainous shishwkeebarbe This is mraetically sperationally
fool-prsof, but as hinted above, 1t might tend to be & teensey it alew on the
draw, (Which is the main trouble with relying on weapens anyways. Sametimes
you just haven't the time to draw yours oud, if the other bod already hes his
to hand).

The second 18 a gravity=feed blade, not especially long in the blada deple,
yut then twelve to eighteem inches should do for most any job sheart of resolving
an argament with an enraged rhino. You hold the brolly up, press the handy littla
catch and presto, the blade drops out the center, catches and is locked In place..
You have just extended your reach « = and made it more deadly - = by thelength
of the blades The only trouble being, of course, that catehes do cateh on
cocassione,..with our Iuck, probably whilst a razerewlslding FreesSoiler is
foam=mouthedly advaneing en use.

The third snappy tyme is much favored by Movie praducers with a flair for
the dramatic and for stabbing people through wooden doorss” (You just put a
telegraph under the door...when you see the telsgraph meve, you shove the blade
through the dacrgssseperfect locked door mystery except for the blood on the
hdle of antrance and exit)e. You push the butten, Zip{ Instant blade, Peint at
a bod, gay "Good Fellowa.s", press the button and the blade goes through hix,
Now you know why movie Directors favor this model, Actually it!s nothing more
than a super switcheblade knife, and baby, donlt ever 1at the fuwzz bust you
carrying this little charmer} They'1ll jack up a corner of the county jfail and
drep you Int, the cornarstome that Judge ever hears that you were carrying a
twenty-inch blade swiltch=blade,

Apart from that, relying on a spring as it does, it would pay to have your
local mechanic look at it seccassionally, replace wornm springs, etc,

But with all‘ef these, the custams fuzg are very, very, very down on swarde
umbrellas, sticks, canes and whatevers These are all concealed weapons, per se,
and you have to be a dealer and get twenty=seven permits and prove your grande
father never even parksd his horse=andabuggy overtime and get e rsonally intere
viewed and on and on and on and one Even then they won®t let you import the
super~switchblade model. Belleve me, I've checked,

Ah, what a dream thoughe..s. Be carrriag the switcheblads medsl and some
teener pops out of an alley mouth and gives the modern version of Your Money Or
Your Life} Stawd & Deliver] And you say shishejsasbarbi Z4pl))
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John Plierce ane peint of correctiens there are Dlana Rigg posters
1hsh2 South Ohio Ave. available, Movie Star News, 212 Bast lith Street,
Columbus, Ohio NuYeCoy No¥o, 20003, are selling posters for §2,50 &,
L3206 plus 35¢@ postage, The price went through a recent

hike, the supplawnt catalogue I have lists them for

$1,50 but a writien~in ncte says $2,50. The photo
shows Miss Rigg {inaccurately labelled Diana Riggs) in her sleeveless jumpsuit
(the one with the hip=holes and chain and wateh that we saw on the cover of "The
Fleeting Game! pocketbaok]y, holding a pistol in her right hand and flashing a big
toothpaste ad smils,

Aside from the Phasewl, Stereo london recording by Roland Shaw, I've seen an=
other ome which featured the theme of "The Avengers", It merely mentions the
show itself in the album liner notes, This salbum must be older, because it
refers to the show as if the American viewer were unaware of it, and refers to the
star ®Tan MeNulty as the villainous Doctor Keel, and Patrick MacNee as the
enigmatic secret agent John Steed",

"The Avengers" were mentioned on a show last summer which was filmed in
London (although it generally featured American entertainers), A British
comedian was doing a snit (T think the show was called SPOTLITE, by the way), all
shout the typicall. Englishman, and mentioned the new "Hohn Steed look, as populare
ized by "The Avengers", or something %o that effect, Quite evidently this wae
before Steed took to wearing paisley shirts,

You hinted at Emwma Peel models. Such things are pessible, Have you ever
considered tzking a Wonder Woman model and painting 4t like Emma Peel in one of
her jumpsuits? Not too diffieunlt to do, If ever I run across another Ww model,
I intend to do just that. T have one WW model, painted as the Black Canary,
who bears a certain resemblance to the Psel of Steel,

Saw MacNee in a Twilight Zore apisode not too long ago., He played &he mate
of a British ship during WWIT, This was during a syndicated re-run, not the
original network run, that T saw thls, Though his part was small, he was still
eonsgidered important enough to be mentioned in the TV Guide listing of the cast,
Because of "THE AVENGERS® perhaps? I'd like to think =,

The story itself began with a single convoy=-less ship in a dense foge On
board 1s 2 somewhat disjointed= ard ocbviously fareign - gentleman who doem 't
remember much of anything, You see the crew and passengers going about their
business, talking with the foreigrer, trying to sympathize with him = obviously
be must be arfugee of some sort you understand, As the show progresses, he dise
covers more and more sbout himself, until finally he is staring out through the
fog and sees torpedoes on their way = they hit « and chaos and death reign. In
the final revealatory scenes, the foreigner watches the sub shell the freighter,
and realizes that he is the Usboat skipper, Doomed forever to ride the ship he
sank, and to forever go down with her, realizing he was out theres..and then a
hand is on his shoulder and he doesn't remember who or what he is and the ship
Is merely lost in the fog again....s Mobius strip in Hell,

I disagree that ¥EpicH was one of the best AVENGERS of its season. It was,
in my opinion, ore of thw worst, However, we did get to see quite a good deal
of Diana Rigg (as differing from the lot wa saw in "Phe Jokers® )s and this tended
to compensate for a weak plot.

Ah, but I do recall with fondness one episode from the 167 season, entitled
"The Iiving Dead", about an urnderground c¢ity, Remember the scens in which
Steed, about to be executed, was rescued by Mrs, Peel, who machine~-gunned the
firing squad? Thereafter, she marched onto the field, halted, ard executed a
proper left turn, Of course, she used regular British R.A. movements, as cone
trasted to the more exaggerated style we use, But still basically the same,

It's wonderful ta be able to sed things like this and understand them.

({John is an ROTC drill team member and they use the British style rather
than the American for their exhibitions, so that little maneuver warmed the wimples
and chockdss of his heary, I imagine, He also liked "The Superlative Seven" for
it!s mystery element, Which brings up the peint that those shows which have sceme
ed to be worth remembering well were those which produced a mmber of premises and
stuok with them, creating a logic and then following it so to speak,))
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Ard In & Jater letter, Tes, well, my Miss Avenger oharacter: First of all,
also from Johngees T ought to elarify my own baskground, T am a member

(though in semi-retirement a% the moment) of comice

book=adventure fandem, I mention this only because I
gather from EN GARDE that it 1s an offshoot of science fictiom fandom, At any
rate, my being a psendow-member of this particular fandom = as well as being ine
terested in all forms eof thrillers ete,, really - somewhat influences my views:
of other things, Iike Mrs, Peel, for instance, Take her, ({(Editer = If I did,
she might break my neck but itls a kind thought nonetheless,)) I see her mot as
one person, but as a sort of Jlark KenteSuperman type, in that shs leads a double
life, This has in fact held true at least part of the time, Remember from the
first season, wherein Emma disguised herself as a murse? Or how about that ghost
shory ("The Jokers") wherein she was ostensibly a magazine writer? (as well as
posing as one in "The Winged Avenger'),’

Granted this situation is overdone, Then there are the other extemes w Arte
emms Gordon, the Impossible Mission Forces - Wwho lead many lives, (To say the
least}) Nevertheless, I couldn?t help but conceive of Mrs, Peel in this fashion,
In that respect, she bears a good bit of resemblance fo two 15L0O1s comic book
heroines, Black Cat and Black Canary, both of whom knew judo and such, and put on
colorful costumes to fight erime, Black Cat disgeised hefiself with a mask, while
Black Canary used a blonde wig to cover her black hair,

This brings up another poinb: consider those colorful jumpsuits wern by Mrs,
Emmz Peele, They look astonishingly for all the world like superw=haro styls cuo=
tunes, Henceo, my analogy.

From this start, I created a character who who ¥lend Mrs, Peel and the cose
tumed cuties of the 15L0%s type into a single personalitys, A modernwday crime
fighter, a British femme who lsads a doublewlife, Thus was Miss Avenger borm,

In the true comic boock formula, naturally I had to give her a few additional
powers beyond her knowlsdge of the fighting arts, This was something I desigmted
as omi=vision: 1.es = the abilily to ses equally well in 21l conditions of Light
and darkness, {You might see the modern Shadow paperbacks (cruddy as thesy ars)
for a similar power possessed by the Dark Avenger,

This done, I gave her e cover, an alternate identity, that of a free-lance
writer, which wuld give her reasons for travelling and discovery of urmsual site
uations requiring the aid of Miss Avenger. Of course, as with Mrs, Peel, I decide
ed'that she must have same source of independent income behind her, Quite franke
1y, I copied from the Avengers hers == a dead father who left her a fortune,

Al]1 this accomplished, shes seemed a fairly complete character, But some-
thing was missinge A partner? Perhapse A foil? Quite not, I did dmow that I
did not want a John Steed type. Such a thing would be going a bit too far. So I
decided on a non=friendly compatriot instead, ‘The result was Doctor D,

Doctor D is net a partna to Miss Avenger, although neither is he an enemy.
He 1z a mysterious character who turns up occassionally in sorme of her adventures,
She usually finds him already involved in some plot to conquer the world or Just
make of f with somebody?s tressury. As a general rule, she knows of Doctor D only
as a mysterious wraith-like figure in black, who appears and disappears ab will,

Quite Literally at will, too, He is a man with the wnusual ability ot being
able to farce other people to totally concentrate on some other thing o person.
As a result, though not imvisible, he 1s able to enter and depart at will, with
this mréicular form of invisiblity, The perfect "Man In The Crowd",

Like Miss Avenger he is a crime fighter, though on a differing level, His
work carries him all over Europe and the British Isles, occassionally to the US
and Canada, He has no one secret identity but rather is a differenmt person in each
locale, sach jdentity being privy to natiomal secrets far various reasons, His
English one iy that of a photographer, at least in the beginning, Later he ditches
that identity dbut thatls an entire story in itself,

Naturally Miss Avenger suspects that Doctar D has a seeret identity. And
whilst trying to mriorm her owm self-~appointed mission;, attempts to discern his
own real idenbtity, But here he is invulnerable, for he, like The Shadew, has had
30 many secret identities for so long, his own true self is apparently now lost
beyond reclaimation,
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He considers her a rank areieur, and tries constantly to remove the moment!s
menace without her interference, Though the fact is that her interference usually
rroves to be quite an asset, But he 5till dislikes her appearance on a case,

As to whether he knows her secret, that Is a moot question, He never admits
that he does, but the fact that he seems fo hold the same opinion of both liss A
and her magazine=tiriting alter=ego should indicate something,

There has.been no mention of an origin, of course, This is because I haven't
yet come u» without something sujitable, I want something new and different, and
this will take a lot of time and thought,

I do have. a few rough stories, of course, Sueh s one in which several
British agenbs are discharged ( in the cutback in British spending which has been
advarcing for some months now) and set out to gain their owm marticular revenge.
However, the main locale of “the sboriés is England, which is awfully havd for ne
to handle., I've never bsen there, though I certainly hove to, It's one of my
great anbitions, . o

That's Miss Avenger, in rough, and her rivaleally, Doctor D, I do hope to do
more with her some day, Perhaps next summer, when the academic presswre is off.

As for stories with the real lirs, Peelesse Why not a tale in which all five
of them get together? . )

Doctor Keel, Mrs, Cathy Gale, John Steed, Mrs, Emma Peel and Tara Kingl ZIven
if not superbly written, I'd certaimly find it interesting enough o readi

Just read "The Afrit Affair', 'S in the Avengers paperback series by Berkley.
Pretty good for a change, At least it read better than the things by that idiot
Garforths He had absolutely no real feeling for the series,
w= ({Editor here, As mentioned elsewhere, "The Afrit A{fairt ard "The Drovned
Queen”, the #0 in the series, were both originally written as Mrs, Peel books,

But due to the changeover, Berkley naturally wanted them beth switched to Tara
King, Tough lutk, AL least some of the plates had been made for "The Afrit
Affair" already, so it was too late to change femme leads, So, though Keith

Latmer is still wribing "Retief™ stories disguised as LVIIGERS novels, it is intere
esting to realize thet Miss Iing was originelly a S-foot-lC=inch tall red=haired
elf, The story comes through just a little bit betber when substituting the one
name for the other throughout,. .. ‘ .

T might also mentiori here again that the posters mentioned in the earlier part
of Mr; Pieree’s letter are sold out, Mo use sending money., A shame, that'!s what
it is, a blithering shame,

Ah yes, iiss Avenger, Of late Ifve been receiving a small supply of fiction
concerning the Psel of Steel and our 2Mth Century Renaissance Man, John Steed,
The notion itself isntt bad, Certainly a mumber of people out there have the
ability to write a more entertaining and tightly written story on our elegant duo,

But T do have a number of comvlaints to make zbout much of it +hat has been
wending its way here,”

It is, of course, very obvious that most of us reading this (and especially
the one at the stencil-typer here) have quite a Thing on Miss Rigg, Patrick Macllee
and that elegant sortie on the telly "The Avengers", GCranted, Miss Rigg is easily
one of the cutest and kinkest things to hit the telly ever, Also granted is the
mwemise that the character of Mrs, Péel is ebviously a fully functioning aduld
woman, with all the driveg, motivations, ambitions, etc, of most women,

But one of the most entertaining points of the entire telly series has been
the very unspoken-ness of ths relationshin betwsen Steed amd Mrs. Peel, To write
2 story wherein this relationship is outspoken, or enunciated in a blatantly
erovic manner, is alas, oulb of character, I have nothing against z bit of kinky-
ness in an AVENGERS story, Ghu knows,

But explicitness and overwemphasis on this as well as overwamphasis on any
other single part of the AVEIGERS-story formula is out of character, Any of you
out there are therefore forewarned.

I'11l probebly orint very, very little of any I receive, But apart from ths
quality angle, I would aprreciate it if you potential authors would aralyze the
AVEUGERS formula-a bit ecareftilly and try to keep the Elegant Duo in charzeter,

This is not, by the way, John, a slwr an yowr Miss 4, Quite frankly I think
almost anything well written and conceived would improve the present sad state of
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the conic book story. I used to like to read the things, but from what T've secen
in past years, the story quality 1s purile beyomd belief, Cranted Lhat the comic
book is limited in script possibilities, but mamasaannnngeesssd

Anyuays, this just hapnens to be a point where I got on my seap=ba again.
Sorry folks, but when you buys EN GARDE you buys the editorial rambling with it,))

Mike Ashley Ye don't know how glad I am to summat British making sach an

8 Shwrland Ave, impact, like LORD/RTIG and WARAIORIDS and so on, “THE AVENGEL®
Sittinbgbourne is me fave tev mrog, having walched errey episode, thru varicw
Kemt, ENGIAND repeats from the very start way back in merry 1961 (Good Ghod,

1961}4) which seems ever so long ago now, 1'd love to supply a

list of the early Videotape eppies but unforch didntt start
keeping our TV TIMES we have over are until after they passed on and Cathy Gale
vanished off to far away places,

Our TV TDMES also has covers from THE AVEMGERS on occas. The front cover of
the ESCAPE IN TIME ish has darlin Diana Rigg resplendantly relaxing in an overstufd
chair in a purple cat suit with Patrick MacNee peering over,

Of course the series is in colour, but w= moan mumble = good, solid advanced
Brivish television is ever so glad to be able to bring it to us in gemerous black
and white which we al} love and adare espech when they say this colour programme is
brought to you in black ard vhite by...sth=boo=hoo, rushes off screaminge

Anywvay, I dumno if ye lmow much about Philip Levena, who writes, with Brian
Clemens the majority of the scripts, Bubt he's anamazing character, Far tv and
radio over here he has scripted some of the most amazing thrillers we'lve had, and
it?s a great shame you don't get %o see or hear them =~ or perhaps you do, I dunno.
He's really the master of the mini-play, Several ysars ago owr amazing cat!s
whi sker broadcasting thing produced a series of brief 20 min plays on the old rade
io there leading up to midnite, and of these 88 well over half were horror amd
seince fict, mostly by Phil Levens. Incredibly plays, they was, (He says, saying
it as no r;nre than as a means of approrpriate revenge for you lot getiing the show
in colour)e ]

Tony Williamson, who also does some scripts, was responsible for ancther ¥wide
tape series called"Adam Adamant", which involved this Victorian adventurer whe
was frozen in a block of ice by « "The Fage" = and thawed out again 60 yes later
in the modern day, "The Face® was also frogen, as was learnt in the second series.
but the first dealt with Adamant’s fight against crime in the modern day, solely
with swordplay —~ in many ways reminiscent of AVENGERS, Now we have a series
culled VIRGIN OF THE SECRET SERVICE rumning, a deliberate spoof of early Edwardian
army types, and amazingly funny. The tyo actors w. Gerald Harper who played Adam
Adapant, and Clinton Creyn who plays the Virgin, are really marv for the parts,
like Patrick MaclNes is for Steed, I hope you get to see them over -there,

0f course you have had THE FRISONER I assumd (in colowr again, blast your eyes
samiel hal%l, blast them a)l), Was that satisfaotory? BRRilliant serles, espes
the final four episedes where they became increasingly fintastie and that final
epoy is perhaps the most brilliant hour of pure fantasy ever on Brit tv, Have you
seen it yet?

Back te THE AVENGERS4.. I canlt see any reference to Vems Smith » = fergit
actress (oh yes, hang on, it was Mitzi Rogers, I just recall she was up on a prog -
recenbly), who took over from Honor Blackman in a few eppies, Far reasons unkmown,
but prob-Honor Blackmn!s various committments, She was a night club singer, in
the show, who often Found Thihgs Out, This was way back in the second seriss.
Nothin to write your MP about.

"Anyways, ths new serjes of AVENGERS with Emma's replacement should sbart
soon, so {ingers crossed that we can have'more weeks of enjoymemt. Meanwhile ow
TV channel is repeating the lot = = great, eh? So I'm off to watoh one of my
favourite, the fave of the lot, "The Hour That Never Was", great epny, eh?

Eat your heart outb, : .

({only a perscn with no soul, a dead, burn~out heart, would gleefully menté
ion that the old blackfwhites are being repeated over therse., Amd colowr could
never replace the chance to see THE GRAVEDIGGERS or THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUIIT,
"Breathes There A Man With Soul So Dead Who Has Not To Himeelf Hath Said:

"irs, Peel = Youtre Needed,"!})
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Mike ¥MoQuown It would geem your
BLOWs I22nd misglvings about

Apte 65 Linda Thorson were
Neloluy NoTe somewhat in vain,
10027 I've only seen her

thrise (Diane Rigg

is getting the ex=
pesure in the rearuns), bup both times
she showed herself quite as lethally
effective as Mrs, Pesl, I like her
for the sake of her own sharacter, I
mst saye Still, (#8I0H%) she's not
out Diana « who willl bee ssen in that
forthcoming release entitled "The
Assassination Bureaust It shonld be
out this falle

Speaking of re=runs, there is
always the consoling hope that some
of the local statlons will buy the
series to run for a couple seasons,

T kesp hoping some bright soul will
manage to obtain all the Avengers
episodes from the very first and run
them straight through several seasons,
I can't figure out why somebody aldnf®i
do that after "Goldfinger" came out
and Honor Blackman was a hot siar,

Posters = who needs Pem? Thanks to your thoughtful inclusion of those photos
in #2 and #3 and #li; I have some lovely photos to hang, I simply removed them from
the magazine and glued them on mounting board, If done carefully, using very spar-
ing amounts of rubber cement exactly according to instructions, they work out very
nicely Indeede

Yesterday I sat in on a live taping of the Dick Cavett S8how, James Mason was
there, T had the Devil's own time of trying to understand what he wasz sayings
not only is he not the greatest actor in the business, he is so mich less articule
ate than MacNee I fail to understand why in hell the good Patrick hasntt overtaken
him in the business years agos Actually, the amswer is very simple, While Mason
was basking in the Star treatment and wallowing in ity MacNee was doing the harder
job of learning his trade in depth, in the really great training ground of the
English repertory theatre and the "golden age' of Canadian TV, I found oul this
year Just how much schooling is worth versus the process of learning by doinge At
some point, one must learn the technical fundamentals ~ volce, spesch, movement,
etce = to geb an appreach to characterization, to understand the structure of plays
and the mechanlcs of staging « then go out and bring to fruitation what has been
implanted by doing, and doing, and doing, This iz what MaoNee amd Miss Rigg both
have done, and even 1f the Avengers were the worstewritten; worsteproduced of
merde that ever came out of Republic Pictures in the t40%s, ‘they would make it
look goode -

You see, no matter bow impossible the situation, no matter how thin the plob,
Mrge Peel and Major Steed lave a real life, both for us and for Rigg and MacNese
If you asked tham, I have no doubt they could tell you what Mrs, Peel and Steed had
for breakfast, what they ware doing bhefore they entersd the scene, wxhat they will
ba doing when the adventure is ovar,

This also, in my opinion, applies equally to Scott and Robinson and Rollin
Band and Cimnamon Carter, Barney and the rest of the IMF e it has to do with a
thing called artistic Imtegrity, The effort of creating for oneself the ballevas
bi1ity of a oharacter and a situation, You could, if you wished, shuffle all those
poople = put different characters in the other stories, or different actors in the
roles, and they would function just as believably,  And here we end‘the scane with
Kelly Hobinson having a teteea~tete with Mrse Pesl, Alsxander Scott, John Steed and
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Rallin Hand discussing COriental
antiquities, and Cinnamon, Barney

s /-""»\ and Tara playing some ver'y complex
A g . slectronic game with Briggs while
% // ' swapping notes with the afaremantionw
&d people,e

On the less artistic side, but
Just for fun, I 2lweys thought it
would be fun to see Honey Wast (visite
Tara King and Cathy Gale,gaft on
their own in Iondon, get jumped by
this gang of motorcycls toughs, SeCess
eeanld thaNesae

See what I mean?

Apparently The Avengers are fare
Ing well In the pb department w» T
Just saw 2 new ane on the stands by =
Keith Laumer,

I didn*t pick it up the last time I saw it, but I will %ry to soon, in the
hope of gebting you a review of ite As it isy, I'm in ths midst of an evening worke
ghop” (Tusenbach in the Three Sisters) and trying to f£ind some lucrabive commercial
work, but, if humanly possible, T will find time, God knows I wasted several vale
uable hours wading through Mick Carter and Peter Winston,

Corrections Milburn Stone does not play Festus on GUNSMOKE, He plays Docs

Infos "Paint Your Wagon" is a musieal, I believe, i

After all you'd said about the wuality of British adventure series, someone
had to go and release ITV's very bad, "THE CHAMPIONS", T can’t really begin to
tell you why it'!s bad, that's the worst of it, T've seem it thrice, now, aml as
far as I am concerned, Nothing Happens, The pace seems a little off, and the
actors just do not seem imvolved., This was not true of a2 brieflywappearing Australs
ian serles called "HUNI'ER", which ran two episodes on a Sunday bagis. In both of
those shows, the production values were low, bubt in "HUNTER" they were solid, In
neither were the plots terribly sophistlcated, nor was there the plethora of gade
getry which tends to mar most of the newer spy stuff (excluding THE AVENGERS and
THE FRISONER), but the action Just wasn't there, in "CHAMPIONSY, People did
things, but the feeling of urgency, threat, challenge, wasn't there, I suppose the
whole problem was simply that T was left with a feeling of "So What?™ when it was
all ovér, I don't partieularly object to the fantasy element of their parancrmal
powers, either,

T strongly suspect the whele thing is a steal on Paul Taborils "The Hunbers",
book series, of which I think there were twe or three on the stands, This also
invelved the same mub er of people working for a private agency, but they were all
highly trained speeialist professionals, a la the IF,

Speaking of the IMF (Impossible Misslons Farce), did you see the Johnny Carsan
show Mondzy night ({ July 8, 1968))7 In the past few months, Carson had done thres
rather funny skits on the ldea of the selfedestruct recordings going off while the
agent was in some way unable to pet clear of them, So, the Landaus came on the
show Monday night amd presented Carson with this big $rophy making him a member of
the IMF, They chatted for a few mimites, then left, A few seconds later, the
trophy began to smokeg Carson threw it off the desk and it made =2 big bang,

Quite a cube business, the whole thing. ‘ ’

Tuts going to be a bad yeare "I, SFI® off, Diana Rigg out of THE AVENGERS,
but we have the great consolation of THE PRISONER and MISSION: IMPOSSIBIE, So
far, none of the new shows have evinced any kind of quality or interest, Iet us
hope the fall will bring us something more than is anticipated,

THE FRISONERg of course, is fascinatinge

Mare actors af McGaohan!s stature should be allowed to produce and direct ar
write, MeGoohan had, of course, axed the orlginal line of SECRET AGENI and a1l the
womanizing and gratuiltous violence, turning it into a vary highequality showe
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Not that therels anybhing inherently wrong with sex or violence in its logical amd
natural place, bub for its owm sake, it's a bibt of a muisance, much like the old
westerns where the hero did in all the bad guys, saved the ranch, rescued the herom
fre = - but first he sang us a little song, The THE FRISONER « one never knows
what to exnect; who's who? The raising of questions here, most as yet unanswered,
is exciting, and bears out the idea that it is nob necessary to have everything
spelled out for the housey a 1ittls intrigue can be 2 great splce,

Ttt's not Duella, itls Dullea, I haven't seen ®200UL:" yeb, bubt T hope to soon,
Never misspell an ~ctor's name, He'll forgive the lies and the slanders, but
never, never that, I know. I have this list of people who misspelled mine, seScwac

'z(Editor w I agres that Linda Thorson is quite a nice bit to behold and all
that. Still, she doesn't yet have the fully developed style, that collection of
mannerisms, habits, quirks, fears, neurcses, reactions and methods of control whicl
constitube that indefinable totality which we think of as the elan and spirit and
style of a really good *un, She just hasn't developed one yet, and the really
shame ful thing about Iinda Thorson is that I don't lkmow whether shels going to
have the time to develop that personal signature of hers before THE AVENGERS goes
off the air, You can watch the fadcinating mrocess taking place if you watch
closely. She's going to be a fine, really fine actress very soon, But whereas Pat
MacNee and Diana Rigg and Honor Blackman brought their-own styles with them, and
impressed the mealable formmla of THE AVENGERS with it, Linda Thorson is having to
whip one up right fast, ’ :

T sincerly hope the show makes it this coming year., If not, we shall probably
be treated to the lamerntable spectacle of Iindz Thorsoneeeanl the show becoming
better ard better as the ratings fall, And you do need a definite, easily seen
style to carry off ridiculous paredies of THE AVENGFRS like "LOOK..STOP ME IF YOUVE
HEARD THIS ONE BiFORE4.4" :

There's another AVENGERS pb out now (or soon will be), THE DROWNED'QUEEN, a2lso
by Laumer, Unfortunately the quality slips a bit from THE AFRIT AFFAIR, but that is
more due to Laumer than the fact that Tara King has replaced Mrs, Peel in the pb
story. Iaumer wrote both, obviously, as Retief stories, Then rewwrote them for
gquick sale as AVENGERS pocketbooks, Then had to re-write THE DRCWNED QUESN as a
Tara King AVENGERS story, Just think for a momert...e.a submersible passenger liner,
Then compare it with a spaceship passenger liner, Seo?

But the cover is mrvellous, about the best photo of Linda Thorson Itve seen
to dates Now if sheld only loosen up her facial expressions, during the filming of
THE AVENGELES ss40a

THE CHAMPIOIS resembles nothing so mich as an unsuccegsful attempt to emlate
THE MAK FROM U.WoCoLeEo {Still very, very big over in England) and add the spice of
paranormel powers as well, Bubt instead of accepting a limited formla amd trying

to establish a comprehensive and entertaining show around these bones, the bones
are all you get, The resulit is that the vhole thing ,seofrom color photography
unimaginatively handled to studiowbound stories to uninmorous dialogue to shoddy
film éditing and lousy directing of the material to hande.sresulis in a bit zeros
The whola is less than the sum of its parts, so to speak,

Correction noted on Milburn 3tone playing "Doc" rather than "Festus! on the
"Gunsmoke! programe OCorrection alse noted and cringed over on Dulleats name, If
anything was unexcusable, it was that, Sorry Kaer, T mean Kedr,))

Harry Warner Next week, I might hecome the first EN GARDE reader capable of
423 Summit-Aves helping THE AVENGERS in a certain mannar, For seven days, I
Hagerstown, Mds shall be a Nielsen Family. T tried to explain to the young lady

217hov that I am not a family, but just a lonme individual uncomected

v in any direction, But she insisted that-if I agreed to keep the

Mielsen Diary, I would become a Nielsen Family, Of course, I haven't ruled out the
Igossibility that a lady of the proper age and bakkground will ring my doorbell
st before midnight at the week!s start, in‘order to make my position as a Nielses
Family legal, You can understand my concern, I'm sure, about THE AVENGERS status
naxt Wet-ak, for it would be awful if it were preempted in favor of some special or
other, in the only week when ny watching can have an effect on the ratings,
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One fault, alas, is that T didn't make myself clear in those caments on crite
lolzing television, There was no intention of saying that people shouldn't critice
ize television vprograms, Rather my point should have been that it's bettar to
criticize the television offerings on the basis of your reactions while you are acte
ually watching, It?s nobt cricket to change your mind and degide that it was a bad
program because later pondering has convinced you that you shouldntt have enjoyed
ity due to certain deficiencies that your logical mind has discovered ax posto facto,
If it's a book, you ean do that sort of criticlzing because a book is a sittirg duck
for re-rending and endless leafing back and forth, If itls a movie s you can sit
through it a second and a third time on the same day or go to'see it later in the
wesk, If it?s5 a television program, you see it and that's it, unless you have ons
of those pioneering home video recorders or its rerun six months later. A good cofe
parison might be the different ways in which tWwo types of music should be compared,
Jazz with its Improvisations and serious music. You don't take apart a jazz record
and try to find ways in thisflourish which was derived from the flourish eight bars
earlier or complain that a riff should hatve ended with a staccato pagssage rather
then legato, I lmow some Jazz critics do, but theytre the ones who don't like any
Jazz at all, Serious music should get that kind of imtensive analysis because it
lasts for centuries and the subtler muances are all that distinguish one performance
of a synphouny from another, .

The photo pages are, of course, splendid, But the back cover surprises and
puzzles mee It looks remarkably like an unretouched picture that would not mormaLe
1y have been distributed for publicity purposes without some work with spotting
tools and a sharp knife. I like it partisularly for this very reason, but I think
that someons at ABC ordered coples from the wrong negative or somshow was able to
relieve his inhibitions by deliberately permitting an honest candid shot to go oute

T must agree with your one reason given in diagnosis for the TAFF apathy,
Mareover, it isnft fair far the TAFF wimmer to be saddled with a traditional need
to publich himself a big trip reparte The old system of distributing the trip
report in installment form in fanzines got TAFT much valuwable publicity over a pere=
Jod of many months, If some of those serialized reports were never published com-
plete, the loss wasn't as great as if in the case of the onewshot trip reports that
never managed to get a word published., But T!'d like to point out one other thing
that may be causing TAFF to lose favor, There hasn't been anything to fuss about
1ately regarding this project, The wimers have been well-liked people who have
behaved beautifully and no loser has yelled foul, It could be that one monumental
snafu wuld get fandom so upset that TAFT would be back in insbant favar again.

The trenslations froam the German were excellent, and though neoish, provide
a few nore interesting insights into our inbteresting subject?s mind, The only
thing I might question is at the bottom of the third page of translated texts.
Erziehung can mean education, but in this context T suspect that Miss Rigg may have
used originally a different word, like rearing or upbringing or even breedinge

The small amount of Avengers~watching that my job permits me makes it imposse
$ble for me to find any other possible misstatements in thils issues Except, posge
ibly, in one of Linda Thorsonts physical attributes, Somewhere I read that the
first bateh of Thorson episodes have her wearing a wig bhat imitates her normal
real hair, necessitated by the damage done to that real hair by dyeing and tinkelw
ing during the great blonde=creation process. The wig was to be discarded when the
real halr had regained its normal thiclmess and quality.

I share your bewilderment over the time of troubles which have engulied scim
ence fiction during 1is present division into various schools and cliquess If only
the New Wave hadn’t propagandized as such, things might be better. The New Wave
wrivers might lmave made fewer efforts to shock the bourgeoise deliberately amd the
New Wave readers might have been less certain that they were reading something ine~
camrenensibly great simply because it was written by a certified New Wave School
writer. Readers might have judged each story on its merits, instead of taking
gldes and then reacting in accordance with the narty line., It?s quite similar to
the mens created when some fans set about to be and act as Seventh Fandom way back
in #53-15L, If they!d dore the same things without the war cry, life would have
been less hectic and a lot of good fans might still be active,
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I haven't been able to watch THE FRISONER yet, but I hone 1t gets lote of fanw
zine attention, Whatever its merits, it is almost sure to bring forth a lot of menw
tion of Kafka and that in turn should bring to fanst attention an inesplicably nege
lected topic for fanzine discussion.

{(Editor ~ When "The Assassination Bureau® and "A Midsurmer Nightts Dream" does
finally hit the movie houses, EN GARDE 1s debermined %o bring that sort of finew
edged criticism to bare on Miss Rigg and cohorts which the subject demands, For
the moments, re=runs allow us to rewview the fine points w apd deficiencies of the
final halfwseason's programs, X can only say after reeviewing and reviewing the
tapes at Dermis Kawickl's place, that the shoddy editing and shoddier writing of
the past series of shows is much more marked than ever before. Bubt more latarese

Not even shoddy editing and gageline scripts can kill off an idea 1ike The
Avengers and Mrs, Peel, Bub if this sart of secomdwrate wark continwes, Miss Linda
Thorson may never really allowed full rein in developing her obvious talents, And
that iz the pity. : >

God farbid that a real smafu should ocour to TAFF, A minar one, maybe, but a
big dirty mess could kill it off and give the whole notion a stench, Better to kill
it off decently now, T say,

Well, when ABFC took over the "reecreation" of Linda Thoarson as Tara King, some
blithering nit with a bit of power decided that Bommie And Clyde and the thities
look was'The Thing, Ergo, make Linda Sara a frizzy blonde, TFilm two shows, someone
wakes up, ories Yo Ghodsj and axes the notion of a blonds Tara Kinge Back to nate
urel shade, Bub in the meantime Linda's real hair hes gone frizzy and such and they
camnot nohow noways make it look natural again, S8o, a wig, :

But theytve a1l this money tied up in two blondestype Tara King episodes, So,
they re=shoot a few scanes, some gim:icky Film editing... And pwesto, Far two
episodes ~ - THE INVASION (F THE EARTHMEN and THE GET+AWAY = = we have & sunnesedly
paturel avbwrne-haired Tara King wearing a "blonde wigh, unguote, -

Since all this occurred back in OctobereNovember of last year, the upcoming
batch of AVENGERS will have Tara wearing her own hair evenivally, and I'm wondering
1£f T111 be able to spot the changeesss))

Iohr HoKinstry Thought that the first few Tara Xing episodes of THE AVENGERS
668 Park Street Were fine, Miss Thorson is a fine actress, and she did quite
Bloomsburg, Pann, a lot in her initial showings,

1715 But wbh GETA<WAY, the usually high AVENGERS quality fell

considerably, The idea of 2 chameleonwbath is very fareout
anyway, but expecting anyone to believe that such & total ine
visibility from such a bath would be’possible, is complete inanity,

Then with the very next enisode, HAVE GUNE, WILL HAGGIE (maybe Richard Boons's
HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL is still being shown over there, and the British believe it
to be a current American show?) the quality increased immeasursbly, almost to what
it had ever been, Thet was hokay, A theft of prototype British mechingerifles
is entirely plausible, as well as their auction to the highest bidier,

It isn't sciencewfiction (an excellent form of literature), but pseudomfantasy
that is exploibed next in *166K,,.SDOP MC IF YOUVE HEARD THIS ONE BEF(RE,..." Th®
veary thought that clowms could commit ridiculous, broadedaylight mmders in London
is beyond beljsf, That a gagetriter would work in a full dlmost to the ceiling
room with rejocted jokes typed on sheels of crumpled paper, or that 2 group of ex=
vaudeville men would ruthlessly “go out and murder
whoever they Were told to murdef,
just to keep old theatres from being
raged, such things shatier the mind,

When I first nobiced that Phile
ip Levene hadn't seriph ed the epise
ode,  suspicion began to gnaw at my
mind, then as the show itself une
folded, T wabtched in a state of
growlg disbelief as Steed and Tara
were turned into comedy lampoons,
The svisode was a parody of itsalf,
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We can only hope that future Steedelara episedes are not along the same nonw
plot 1line as that,

Hope you might be able to use the enclosed review,

((Editor « Lock for it in NEWS AND NOTES, I hope I'1l have rooam, Otherwise, I
hope youlll rewrite it for a future issue,))

Hark Schulzinger Although you must realize that I've been a fakefan far

6791 Meadow Ridge Lane meny-ysars now (which means that I still read ASTOUND=

Cincinnati, Ohio %), it was almost 1ike 2 trip home to delve into the
h5237 poges of a fanzine, It was a bit disconceridng, hovever,

I like Diana Rigg as well as the next guy and I must
admit that leoking at her image on the telly screen has established a direct Pavlove
ian link between my retina and my glands,-bubt I really can't see writing asbout her
for 50-50"pages, T really shouldn'® kick, though, If the teenyboppors hdve Ieon~
ard ¥imcy, why shouldn®t us adults have Diana? T will teke & wellwformed, very
faninine, adult female to a pair of pointed ears aryday,

m I must take all sorts of issue with your opinions regarding #20(st, I won'i
eeplain exactly what I mean by that except to say that I feel that the £ilm should
be taken as pre science fiction » with or without the symbolism, Symbolism is fine
ard dandy no mabtter where it apnears but I feel that far too many fans have beComs
bogged dom in it to the ertent that they ignore the stary line in the film, I
even found one fanne at the MidJestCon who £ atly denied that the £ilm was oven sf,
Colored 1ights do not-a Rorschach make, even if everyone insists on projection.

Part of my gripe, of course, is due to the fact that I was commissioned to do
a newsprper feabture article on the ending of the film, T went into the article
with quite definite ideas and, while conversation with fans has modified them slighe
tly, I still feel that I am basically correct, Anyhow, the article has now been
wiitten, If it is accepted and published, I will send you a copy == especially
sirce your name appears in it,

It is inberesting to nobe that non=fans have even greater difficulty in come
prehending the film, Hap O'Daniel, a reviewer of sorts for the 8inTi Posimlimese
tar believes that the Wiript 1z an entry into the Jovian almosphere, A short
firip to any encyclopedia would have shown him how Impossible this is, This is, of
coursé, one of the problams of sf = particularly the modern varieby, In its L0
yecr3, the readers have presumsbly picked up enough to understand the scientific
premisas,. When I start someone off on sf T make It a point to include the older
sthries in the first batch of material so that the person can geb some sort of
scientific background to understand what is going on,

T don't know if modern fans (i.cs = those just starting to read the stuif)

are getbing the same dose of basic science. I suspect that they donit for a2 varw
iety of reasons that have only a2 1little to do with modern writing,

{({(Editor » It 4s interesting to note that "2001l:" has becoms 2 miner cult 4n
the student age group, Mayhaps baecause they lmow enough science =o as not to be
aubtomatically throwm off 4n the begimning,))




SF 145358 Just to mke you feel better, we were unable to get an
Pte Mansfield, J.T,. AVENGERS film for the Toronto Triple Fan Fair, Since I

Int Sec © 3 CIBG never got any response from you and I now reside soms 800
Oromocto, N,B, miles from the Pair site, that put a damper on what I
SAMADA could do, Therefors, nothing along the AVENGERS iins was

actuslly done, I must say that thanis to Mike Glickson,
thare were some 5t111s up in an area we had put aside for TV, Some nice ones, Loo,
While down at the ComicCon in New York, two Avenger type things came to nobe
ice, Ome was that there are now two young ladies in the Comics that just might be
cons idered the same type as our Mrs, Peels
One of the first people I saw while I wes dowm at the Con was Jim Sterenko
of Marvel Comics, He is the fantastic writer and artist who puts out the comic
"SHIEID"; Since taking over the comic, Sterenko has introduced-a love interest for
the hero, Wick Fury, She is tall, giddifil{ Vil){ gocd-locking, deadly in a fight,
and a top shot, She also has this one name problem as she Is only known as "The
Courttess®, Now she is probably as close as we are going to get %o having the
AVENGERS in comics, A mice idea, though,
I 2lso telked to Danny OtNeill, who has just taken over writing WOMNDER WOMANe
He plans on doing away with the young ladiets super powers, amd giving her a crash
course in judo and gungefu, Then add "mod® (skinetight) clobhing and a private
gye and away she goes, Sound familiar? This transition of hers is just starting
and the comic is still available in the stands,
Together these two comics are bringing back the completely compbtent famales
as per Mrse Peecls, Mzybe we should keep an eye on thanm,
Agree with most of your notions on "2001:", My cament was "I wamma go NOW"
from the opening scene of the space platform on through, I was hapyy to pay 53
just for that, I wanted so badly to be there.
{(Editor = many ashes upon Editorial head for not writing sooner, And who 4s
Mike Glickson? Somehow or obher, by not writing, I have this distirct feeling
that a certain amwunt of crosswcommnication is being losteeses
Nike Fury of SHIEID is in any evant one of the few really readabls supsiw
hero canics, Nick Fury is very nearly unique, having no special abilities other
than an ability to think and fight damned fast, The thinking portion being 2 ver'y
unique thing to find in comic book supereheroessses
The second time I watched the "Nomad', the Panedm olipper approaching the
Space doughmut, the strains of another song suddenly came through'm y mind, Ths
ture was "I wanna Go Home", an old ridgesrumer tuns, Emotionally, and damn the
piaysical torpedoes, I feel as if that is my home, No wonder I am so turned on by
the flick, It shows where I ever so much want to bes))

Drew Simels EN GARDE keeps improving, but with each Improvement, you are also

ghlly The Plaza faced with a new probleme

Teanetk, Node Now that you have-expanded to fifty=nine pages (and probably
0 more in future issues), you!ll have to spend more time on proofe

reading. I found countless typographical mistakes. Also, I cane

not-help but correct an errod in Bob Vardemants letier, Well,
perhaps not an error, but somsthing close to one, He says "nobt once do I remembs
er seeing any fame fatale spy (or even the upstairs maid) kiss MoGoohan!, Well,
perhaps it would come as 2 surprise to mow that McCoohan as Dreke of SECRET AGENT
has kissed a girl ( "A DATE WITH DARIS", 1965, with Jane Merrow as Juana Ramero)e

Has anyone noticed a certain comle book quality to the series, especially in

the action sequences? This has never really beeh achieved on television before
(BATMAN on TV can hardly be counted as a fatthful ddaptation of the character in
the comies) and is only starting in the movies (I'm not talking about comic book
dialogus, a term used by the so=called important movie critics, this is strictly
a visual thinge “The most recent and blatant example occurred in the recent pice
ture "MROJECT X", which featured a combimtion of animation and 1ive action)e In
"The Avengers series, the best example I ean call to mind is the begiming of
NTHE RETURN (F THE CYBERNAULS" e & that whole sequence starting with the muffled
martial music and the rhytlmic camera dance towards the door of the scientist,
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Tt looked like something right out of Marvel comics, On the other hand, one defect
of the show is the usage of distant camera pamings of fight scenes, In "DEATH!S
DOCR" , the end fight sequence feafured some shots with the camera across the room
and looking down at MacNee punching William Iumcas (playing Stapley). Only it vase
nit Macllee = - it was a double, Incidentally, MacNee must be getbing 0ld or is so
well off that he has included a clause in his contract which permits him a stunt
man to take his place whenever he wants it. They're using one everytime he getis
into his car}

However, it would be unthinkable for me to end this letter without a few wards
about THE MRISOMER which, at the least, proves that Patrick McGoohan is an actor teo
be rackoned withe I'm sure T'm spealting for a lot of peoprls in saying that it is
one of the best, if not the most interesting, shows on television at the moment,
The trouwble is, it's so dammed confusing. Deliberalelyd

* For instance, we are told in "A,, B, and C," during #6%s ‘real! dream at the
end, that hs resigned because he wanted to go on a vacation, Yet his captars eve
idently are still not satisfied which leads one not to be sure whether ar not he
was telling the truth in the first place. Which leads us bto another question - -
just who are his captors. A good deal of one Secreb Agemt eplsode, "Colony Three"
(196L:), was spent dépicting an offelimits training area far Russisn spies.” The
place was constructed brickeforebrick just like an English village, There, the
Russian spies are taught in a sengse to "become" British « = or as close to Britishe
ness as is possible. In this way, they would be able to 'mingle in with the crowd?,
Anyway, is 1t not unreasonsble to accept the theory that McGoohan's keepers are
graduates from Colony Three? Or maybe they spesk in such perfect British accents
because they are Britishe In "THE CHIMES OF BI: BEN", we lsarn that at least oms
regular British agent is working in collsborabtion with The Village, Or perhaps the
whole seteup is a combinational effort with both Russian and British security
nersommel involved,

Anokher quesbion that bothers me is whether #6 is really a character continuabe
ion of John Drake., Both are rather individvalistic and are rooted in ideals,
Drake, every now and then, became pretty fed up with his superiors in SFECIAL
BRANCH. Numbzr & resigned Yas a mtiter of principle’, Mr maybe its really unime
portant, At any rate, 1t's nice to see some of the Secret Agent regulars = =« Jans
Merrow appeared ip three episodesj she played the girl Allison in "THE SCHIZOID
MANM, John Cazabon, of "FREE FOR ALIM, showed up in one of the 1966 shows whilst
Earl Cameron, who played the sumsrvisor, in YTHE SCHIZOID MAN', played verious
Africans and Caribbeans in perhaps f{ive of the Secret Agent episcdesis In the
premiere episode, M"ARRIVAIM, two old faces showed ups Paul Eddington, who played
the Swiss police inspector in-"I™ AFRATD YOU HAVE THE WRONG NUMBER" (196L), now
appeared as a fellow prisonsr, and Virginia Maskeel, who played the bad girl in
MPHE COLONEL'S DAUGHTER" (1964), portrayed the enigmatic woman with the hat.
Strange to say that she died before the end of April, 1968, at the ripe old age
of 31. '

On the other side of the camera, Don Chaffey, who directed the first two epie
sodes, was also responsible for at least ten of the o0ld Secret Agent shows,
Brandon Stafford, the head of photography, alse lensed most of the 0ld Draks shaws,

According to TTME magazine, only 17 episodes were filmed and it wasn!t made
clear whether or not the viewer was to be left up in the air, By the calendar,

1%t looks as If we won't be able to see all of them, Bubt I'm convinced that what
we will see will be enough to start an infinite amount of -discussion and agrumenta

({(Editor = As pointed out in the Editorial, Tackings, proofreading is somp=
thing I consider an expensive lumury, I try not to make mistakes in the first
place, Corflu where necessary, And let the rest go on its way. To do otherwise
would involve me in a great deal of fantastic exira warks,..eand 600 plus copies of
this thing involves a tremendeous amount of work in mroduction a2lone, If it has to
became any more professional, I might very near chock the whole thing up as a loss,
This is, after ally merely 2 hobby, not a vocation, I do this Paean of Praise for
the very fair Diana as a Jark, If it has to become much more of a drudge, wellese

But 1tfs been jolly good fun to date, typographical errars and editorial
1diocies and all, ineluding mimsographing for days on end, I think,
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Frank Oglesbee T presume you notisced that the latest TV Guide ((May L-~19
2601 West Broadway 4ssue)) has a l-page BHlurb on MaeNee's, the yournm Kate
Muskogee, Oklahoma, Woodville, inecluding z short & inaccurate history of the
ThlioL show, I must £ind some way *% get to Ergland and do a
proper book to strajghten this nonsense out,
T include a sentimental poem written in the throes of seeing Mrs, Peel exeunt:

"Teng have we Xoved you, kinky ideal.

Even the firsd season in perspiry leather

You were eool, witty, and beautiful with

Lotus car and letus spell, We thrilled

To see you in danger, apnlauded as you
Gracefully zonked the villain, yet each longed
To be your ressuer, rewarded by a visit to
That mod apartment, perhaps even to where
8teed ( we hopal ) nsver ventured,

Levely widow, Were you so brave « - or

Teo full «f loneliness to have room for fear?
Se we wished == wishing to be the healing companions
Idle dreams, Socon yon will lsave us for

One of those ¥Ptips tv characters take,

Never to rsturn, Well,

Yeu have earned your rest, Mra, Peel,

But will play on forever

In the re=runs of our minds. !

Slightly inaccurate, of eourse, as Peter Peel showed up, but my peetic
1license hasntt expired yot,

((From the sound of it you should have never even received an I certifieate
much less a full license...s

When I started this thing I promised myself in all good faith I'd autamatically
1y threw eut all peetry, no peetry was my steadfast policy. Bubt the flesh is
weak, and the spirit has been watered or something,))

Peter J, Falina I would protest the use of "erapola" by B&B Blackbeard in
50 Grand View Rd, connection with STAR TREK (altheugh net on TIME TUNNEL,
Pewbucket, Rheda GIRL FROM U.N.CeL.E. &', as 1t aged ({(withered = Editar)),
Island MAN FROM U,N.C.L.E, = = there I unhappily agres), Admite
2868 tedly 1t has slipped a 1ittle this season (anyone out

there cars to camment printably on "A Plece Of The Action"?),
but it is nenetheless the first honest attempt at real SF that tv has ever seen.
Note that I discount TWILIGHT ZONE bestuse its shows tended more often than not
to straight fantagy,

The fast that a STAR TREK episode won a Hugo award over both FANTASTIC
WYAGE and FAHRENHEIT 451 (and 2 other STAR TREK episodes ) sesms to bear ocut the
suppositisn that ittd not 100% garbage.

The label muld be much more deservingly applied to the farces perpetrated
by Irwin Allen, netably LOST IN SPACE and TIME TUNNELe, I point out nauseously
that TV Guide recently referred to Allen as the "Kinmg of TV SF%, Jester maybe,
it not kind. :

{(Unfortunately, that something wins a Huge doesn't necessarily mean that
1t was any good = the Academy Awards if nothing else have proven how fallacious
this sort of thing is as a judge ef caliber, Nonetheless, net only is STAR
TREK "the only game in town", as far as Stf goes, it i3 indeed the first me to
seriously attempt to week—in and week=out mroduce science fiotien shows, At least
the Momsters have gensrally been something different than stuntemen in rubberoid
sults, Now if they could only figure out some way to keep the Bad Guys froem
capturing the entire command staff of the U,S5,5., Enterprise every weeKeseeess

Ah, but same of those singles and eccassional shows elsewhere have been
nicese.e If only they could produce SEf on TV some day, For real} TI'm afraid
that STAR TREK palls after seeing 2001,))
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Hank Davis The Novel will be completed soon, Very soon,

Box 15k Wiriting is fun, Typing is work, Hoo Mutha, is it hard workl I was,
Loyall, Ky. alas, loafing for a mite after arriving home from the diploma mill.,
Lo85L Doubtless I shall bey for it by being reincarnated as a cockroach,

Also, you will remember I said that I would get cracking as soon as
I saw Diana the luntress in MISSHEON: HIGHLY IMPROBABLE, That I would derive insnire
ation from the sight,

It don't work that way, I found, The reverse happens, Seeing Diana Rigg's
ereation of Emma Peel results in an anesthetizing effect, very euphoric,

Seeiny The Rigy We Dig creating Emma Peel makes me think twice, thrice, fice
about trying the same thing, After all, she has a far more potent tool al her
command, Nemely, her, All T have is words,

Sooo00, I am spending the time reading imstead of writing, Afver sbout a month
of wrocrastination, I was reading British novels with the excuse of soaking up atm=
esphere, and I was going through Mary Stewartls "THE GABRTEL HOUNDSY when I hit thiss

HERQ: "T don't see why not, And don't look at me with Those great big helpless
eyes, elther, If any femals was ever entirely capable of looking after
herself, itTs you," '

HERCINE: “Oh sure, Black Belt of the nth degrec, that's me."

Mrs. Peel, of course, would not use "Great big helpless eyes"on someone, but
that Aid sound z bit faniliar,

And here's a thought for you to chew on each Saturday night, What wag Emma
Peel!s original maiden name?

((And it just srows and grows, Revise estimetes on Novel length to amx. 60,000
words, with present rate of Browbhe 15 pages? It is to laughs...))

Jock Root You havé some of the lovellest wordsy (Your-own inventions?)

206 E, 25th St Sneary may have pioneered the spelling thing, but you are certain

MuYoCus N.Y, 1y the Kenneoth Patchen #f his Gertrude Stein by having included
10010 typography and even a little graphics into the melange, A counle

of points in case you cares Keir'!s name is Dullea (Duella is
cbviously a female fencer.)

Yes: "200}s" is indeed groovy, Also neat, cool, keen, mellow and shabteringly
beautiful, I have seen it three times, and am looking forward to at least half a
dozen more —- preferably from that spot in the front middle of the Orchestra where
the sereen rrecisely fills my entirel visual field, right to the edges: I haven't
found it yet, but that'ts.obviously the place to sit. Some day socon.... Have you
noticed that it's definitive, prophetic, and traile~blazing in precisely the way
Destination Moon was (and befare that, Fambasia)? And with an astonishing number
of the same faults, perhaps in both cases caused by the concept and visual technige
nes far cutstripving the contemporary state of the story art, Food for throught
there, Also, for your considération, an slternmlic view of "the final sequence (you=
ve probably heard it already, bub wotthell): not that Man, in the person of Keir is
defeated, but rather that Man, as an intelligent, mature entity, is at last born.
One thing about a Closed System is that it is, in 1ts owm terms, infinite. Could
be the trip sequence is Man (in the person of KD) shifting from closed, Terrestrial
terms to 27?727 Galactic terms, Man is no longer confined to Einsteinian spacetime
and the planet of his birth, but is now, at least in embryo, able to tread space.
Each previous appearance of the black monolith has triggered Man into a critical
evolutionary step upward: why not this one toc? And of course Step ITT would be as
incomprehensible to the min of Step IT (us ) == thus as hard to picture; and as hard
to make sense of =~ as Step IT would be to the nreapemen of Step I. Or, to put it
another way, what would a ecave painting of the Orbiter Hilton look like? And what
would ° a caveman make of 1t?

{(Rick Sneary, to the uninitiate is a well~known personality of science fiction
fandom who very nearly revised fannish spelling practices some decades past, Due teo
lack of a great deal of formal dducation combined with a good intellect, Sneary went
ahead and started writing phonetically, By the time heé realized his mistake, fandot
as a group said keep it up, Between Sneary ard GBShaw, I much prefer Snearytsms,

Also, the Strauss tune as other mentioned, was "Thus Spake Zarathustra! thas
wag heard so beautifully in the final sequences of "2001:" rather than "The RBlus
Danubctas T originally reportadzahﬂnd this is the end of another ish of EN GARDE{:Y,)

)



by Edwin Markham

"The laws are the secret avengers,
And they rule above all Jandsg-
They come on wool-soft sandalsy’
But they strike with iron hands,"
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